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MINISTER’S LETTER 
 

What happens now? 
 

‘They were looking intently up into the sky as he was 
going, when suddenly two men dressed in white 
stood beside them.’ (Acts 1: 10) 

 
As I write this in mid July, we have just recently entered 
Phase 3 of the loosening of lockdown restrictions.  The lifting 
of restrictions means that there is a little more freedom in 
terms of getting out and about – but we are still being 
implored to ‘stay safe’ and face masks, from being worn very 
little, are now an essential part of daily life. 
 
Things are opening up – and it feels a little strange to be 
back in shops and restaurants and cafes – that is indeed, if 
we are able to get out to them and whether we want to 
because I am sure for many of us, there is a bit of wariness 
about being out amongst people once more, especially if our 
own health is not great. 
 
I love the verse above from the beginning of the book of 
Acts.  It tells of the disciples looking up into the sky after 
Jesus has ascended.  And I often wonder what they were 
thinking as Jesus disappeared from their view? 
It says in the verse that they looked ‘intently’.  Which means 
they were really, really looking! 
 
Perhaps they were looking to see where he was going. 
Perhaps they were longing for him to come back. Perhaps 
they felt a bit bereft – after all, he was the one who had led 
them for the past 3 years or so. 
 
And maybe they were left with the question: 
 
What happens now? 
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What were they to do now? 
 
And sometimes in our own lives, we might feel that way – 
and especially in present circumstances. 
 
We might wonder what the future might hold - how we as a 
world and a nation are going to get out of the predicament 
that Covid-19 has brought to us.  And of course, we ask the 
same question of ourselves as individuals. 
 
This is also a question for us as a church.  Since the 22

nd
 

March, we have been meeting as a church ‘virtually’ with our 
services online and our prayer meetings and other 
gatherings also online via Zoom. 
 
In many ways, we have had a small taste of what persecuted 
believers must experience in countries where Christians are 
not allowed to meet (or at least only meet in secret). 
 
For many, this has been an unnerving time when what we 
are used to in terms of ‘church’.  We can’t go into the building 
and we can’t physically meet for small groups and social 
gatherings and fellowship.  And perhaps this has been a bit 
disorientating and has led to questions about what faith is 
about. 
 
For others, this time has been a time when we have had to 
do ‘church’ differently – and that has been a positive. The 
main focus has not just been a Sunday morning because 
they can watch a church service at any time – and online 
meetings have allowed a flexibility.  Indeed, over this period, 
we have seen more people ‘attend’ our prayer meetings as 
well as our services. 
 
So where does this leave us? 
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In the verse above from Acts, we see that as the disciples 
are looking into the skies,  two men (angels) stood beside 
them.  The very next verse says this as the angels address 
the disciples: 
 

‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the 
same way you have seen him go into heaven.’  
(Acts 1: 11) 

 
The disciples were looking into the sky – but the angels 
encouraged them back into reality and into action. 
 
You see, Jesus had given them a commission – to be 
witnesses for him in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the 
ends of the earth. 
 
The message from the angels here is a gentle prod to stir the 
disciples into action – to get to work in the knowledge that 
Jesus will return again. 
 
This is important for our own faith isn’t it? 
 
Because whether we are able to meet physically or virtually – 
what is important is that we remember that faith in Jesus is 
not about the church building or even a Sunday Service.  It is 
about having a daily relationship with God through Jesus.  
And whilst these have been difficult times for us all, it is 
important that we keep our faith alive through cultivating that 
relationship – spending time with God in his word and in 
prayer. 
 
Just because we cannot be in the building or meet together 
on a Sunday doesn’t mean that church stops – or our faith 
stops.  Indeed, we need our faith more than ever. 
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So I encourage you, in these strange times to cultivate your 
faith in Jesus – because as the angels said to the disciples – 
He will return again!  And nothing will stop that. 
 
Let’s trust in the Lord – let’s continue to encourage one 
another whether it is meeting in small groups or through 
phone calls or email or letters or in other ways. 
 
We believe in the resurrection and the church is still alive! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
James 
 
 
PS – As I write this, the Church of Scotland continues to 
keep local churches informed of when buildings can open 
once more.  Our own Presbytery has said that no building 
will open before 16

th
 August 2020 at the earliest. 

Colin McDougall as our People and Policy Team Leader as 
well as Carol Fulton as Session Clerk have been working 
hard at going through what will be needed for a safe return to 
the building.  The decision to open the building will need to 
be agreed by our own Kirk Session as well as Presbytery. 
 
Please be aware that we are working in the background to 
ensure a safe return to the building and we will try to get out 
information as soon as we can to the congregation.  Please 
also be aware that things might be a bit different for a while 
with everything that needs to be put in place. 
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Church Register 
 

The following people have passed away recently. 
Please remember their families in your prayers: 

 
 

Muriel Maclean,   Halfway Street, died 17th May 2020. 
 
Matthew McCrindle,  latterly Buckreddan Care Home,  
 died 19th May 2020. 
 
Duncan Kernahan,  North Road, died 24th May 2020. 
 
Margaret Murray,   Stairlie Crescent, died 27th May 2020. 
 
Eileen Hinde,   latterly Hampshire, died 10th June 2020. 

(Eileen’s funeral was held in Basingstoke 
Crematorium on 6th July). 

 
Lorna Crawford,   Goldenberry Avenue, died 22nd June 2020. 
 
 
 
 

 

Marriage 
 

Congratulations to Daniel Smith and 
Rebecca Jeffery of Overton Drive who 
celebrated their wedding at Portencross on 
Friday 24

th
 July 2020. 

 

New Members 
 

We are delighted that David and 
Dawn Williamson, Gateside Street, 
have joined the church by transfer 
having recently moved from Stirling. 
We welcomed them on our online 
service on 7

th
 June 2020. 
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Youth Team 
 

Who would have thought on January 1
st
 2020 that by the 

end of March all Youth Work in our church would have 
moved online!  We were looking forward to Mark and 
others running our ‘Go Wild’ programme.  This will still 
happen in the future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Messy Church ran very successful virtual events and if 
you haven’t been able to go past the Church hopefully 
you have seen the photos of the lovely rainbows and fish 
which have brightened up our day. 
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Adventure Kids and Seedlings moved online at the 
beginning of lockdown and each week Shona, Anna, 
Hazel and I have taken it in turns to produce a video for 
our youngest children.  Chas puts the video together for 
us.  I think I speak for the four of us when I say it has 
been a steep learning curve but rewarding in so many 
ways.   
 
We already used Fishy Music in Junior church and Messy 
Church so we decided to use our ‘Hello Song’ to begin 
each week.  Our first series was about the Armour of 
God, Ephesians 6.  We contacted ‘Out of the Box’ based 
in Inverness who were very gracious and allowed us to 
chop their videos to suit our purposes. For both series we 
used material for Saddleback Kids based in the USA. We 
previously had used their material in Junior Church but 
we had to gain permission to use it online.  Again they 
were very kind and gave us their blessing to use it.  
We finished each programme with a song and again had 
to track down the owners of the music.  We have been so 
blessed that everyone has been so accommodating.  
 
Then the hard work begins, the few minutes video 
footage linking the programme together takes hours to 
video and cut before we send it to Chas.  You would think 
it gets easier each time we do it but no!  It causes us a lot 
of blood sweat and tears!  Not least when the video 
transferring service we used has been unavailable the 
past few weeks.   
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We asked the 
children to send 
us photos of the 
crafts.  Here is 
Aiden with his 
Armour of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our second series is about the Fruits of the Spirit found in 
Galations 5.  This had been a 9 part series and again 
we’ve used Saddleback Kids to tell our Bible story.  This 
time we’ve shown the children how to make a craft on 
video.  I’ve realised my calling was not to be a Blue Peter 
presenter.  We’ve used two different worship songs at the 
end of these videos. 
 
If you haven’t seen the Cheeky Panda singing the Fruit of 
the Spirit song then do have a look. The children love it!  
 
We’ve decided to take a short break at the end of this 
series.  Then we are going to think and pray about the 
way forward in line with Government and Church of 
Scotland guidelines. This time has given us the 
opportunity to think about how and what we do in our 
Youth Work and has given us the chance to improve and 
do things better. 
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Church Matters – a Rhyming Acrostic 
 

Covid prevented us meeting together, 

Halted Rendezvous' weekly blether 

Undid our programme for Community Chords 

Reined back the BBs' activities and awards 

Cheated us of banners and flower displays 

Hijacked our services, silenced our praise. 

 

Messy Church and Seedlings lifted the gloom 

And we worshipped and prayed via YouTube and Zoom, 

Trending on Facebook, we were 'Church Without Walls'. 

Though we pray that soon our sanctuary and halls 

Echo once more to our worship and chatter 

Right now, it's the season to gather, not scatter – 

Sharing fellowship in church really does matter. 

Harry Hunter 
 

Perfect Love 
 

What perfect love, how wonderful,  
My Saviour died to set me free.  
He took the place I should have had. 
He suffered there instead of me. 
Wounded for me, nailed to a cross. 
A crown of thorns upon his head. 
“Tis finished”, were his final words, 
And so, for me, his blood was shed. 
 

What can I say? How take it in? 
A God who gave his only Son, 
Who knew my need, my helplessness 
And that there was no other one 
Could bring me to a Father's arms. 
Because of Jesus' righteousness 
I now can know my sins forgiv'n 
Can worship Him in holiness. 

H.M.F. 
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Yours Sincerely 
 

My name is Mark.  I will be 52 this year 
and I’m married to the amazing Jane.  I’m 
blessed with two awesome kids Luke and 
Laura.  You probably know us.  I hope we 
come across well, but have to admit that 
from the inside we seem to be a noisy 
family.  
 
I was asked to talk a little bit about faith 
and what faith means to me.  So I spent a 
few days asking Jesus what I should talk 
about.  This evening I took a walk up the 
hills behind our house, through the sheep 
enjoying the evening sunshine and got around to doing this.  It 
became clear to me that as far as I’m concerned, having faith and 
hearing from God are interwoven, almost indistinguishable things.  
 
I grew up in a Christian home and was brought up in a Church of 
Scotland where we grew up in Kirkintilloch.  I think I came to faith 
quite early. Somewhere between the age of eight and 12 I started 
taking Jesus seriously.  I took upon it myself to read the entire Bible 
and spent hours poring over the simple line drawings in the Good 
News Bible.  I then read Pilgrims Progress  
 
I remember listening to the old minister in the church, with my eyes 
shut focussing on his voice and imagining it was actually God’s 
voice.  I can also recall regularly praying, particularly at bedtime.  I 
can still feel what it was like to fall asleep in Jesus arms.  No matter 
how spiritual I have been able to be in my adult life I don’t think I’ve 
ever felt as close to Jesus as then.  
 
I remember in my days at college (sadly not an active Christian), I 
would find myself in Paisley Abbey around exam time needing to feel 
really small in the presence of a big God.  A big God who could really 
deal with my concerns.  
 
I think it is the simplicity of my childhood acceptance of Jesus that 
has made it easier for me to accept the fullness of God Because He 
was so real to me at this age, and I took the chance to explore Jesus 
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when so young, the experience has integrity.  It was not taught. It 
also feels pure.  
 
“I am the Good Shepherd, I know my sheep, they know me and my 
sheep know my voice” paraphrased from John 10 
 
As I have grown, I have chosen to explore the relationship I know I 
have with Jesus.  House groups and involvement in many varied 
expressions of church have allowed this.  
 
I am employed as a surveyor , and find that there is a tension 
between being spiritual and being practical.  
 
I remember many years ago going to a business meeting which had 
the objective to secure business finance for a development. It was 
touch and go whether the finance would be forthcoming and I was in 
a car on the M8 heading towards Glasgow: in a traffic jam, destined 
to arrive late for the meeting which had every possibility of being a 
resounding failure.  
 
Feeling the panic rise, together with a sense of profound 
embarrassment at the stupidity of attempting to dream big, I at least 
had the presence of mind to be praying constantly.  As the traffic 
slowly crept towards the Kingston Bridge I became aware of a flat-
bed truck that had been passing us from time to time.  In the truck 
were some fence posts that were going to be delivered to various 
clients.  The names of the clients were written in black on the side of 
the fence posts.   As I began to look more closely at the fence posts 
we drew side-by-side and there on the side of three fence posts was 
the name of one client and it read PATIENCE.   PATIENCE .  
PATIENCE.  
 
When I sense God speak, I feel a warm glow which spreads.  I 
remember grinning from ear to ear- all panic melted away I 
remember walking into the meeting with such confidence knowing 
that my God had spoken to me.  The meeting was a success 
however It was more important that I had heard God speak and I 
responded.  
 
When I hear, feel or see God speak, every time I am right back to 
where I was as a wee boy falling into the arms of Jesus.  
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I often find it strange when people say they think they might have 
heard from God but they’re not sure because it might have been just 
their imagination.  I genuinely approach such situations from a place 
of experience.  Despite my many failings I’ve learned that God is real 
and that he really does speak, and that he really does speak to me.  I 
usually say to people “so Jesus is the good Shepherd and you and I 
are his sheep.  We know his voice so of course it’s us Jesus would 
speak to.”  It’s always a good idea to check with what the bible and 
very wise friends say (the idiot filter). 
 
We moved to West Kilbride in 2000 and continued travelling up to 
Glasgow to our previous church, however eventually started our 
biggest faith journey to date.  Adoption 
 
We decided when Luke and Laura were placed with us that we would 
focus our life in the West Kilbride area and bring the kids up in a 
church in which we felt comfortable.  Ideally they would be able to 
learn what being a Christian family in Christian fellowship sometimes 
looks like. 
 
I have to say that this has been the perfect choice.  Luke and Laura 
have been able to experience God, while discovering their forever 
family.  They have been able to contrast life with Jesus and life 
without Jesus.  It was with great pride that we were able to be 
supported by our church and enable Luke and Laura to come to their 
own faith decisions and be baptised on our local beach. 
 
All through our family’s journey we have been supported by our 
church family, directly through James, Betsi, Mandy and Douglas, 
and the Youth team - but also indirectly.  The warm and loving 
atmosphere is felt deeply by us all, particularly the kids.  They have 
adopted one church member: Granny Ellen.  
 
Church is an extension of home.  As it should be.  
 
Thank you  
 
Mark 
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The BiG Team 
 

It has definitely been thought provoking and challenging 
working through ‘Hidden Word’ with The BiG Team.  "The 
BiG Team" is the name of the church group for secondary 
age young people.  There are 5 young people who attend 
and we are meeting up once a week over the summer 
holidays on Zoom.  Helen and I have been leading them 
in an exciting course of devotionals by Open Doors Youth 
and I’d like to share with you what we’ve been learning… 
 
The Bible is dangerous!  Each week we study a Bible 
passage and read a story about a Persecuted Christian 
somewhere in the world.  For example last week we read 
about Nani and Nha Phong who are just 17 and 16 years 
old.  They are sisters in Laos who decided to follow Jesus 
despite living in a strongly Buddhist community and 
having their family disapprove.  They were hit and tied up 
for four days before they then fled to live under the 
protection of Christians in another village.  We have also 
read about Hee Young whose sister in North Korea wrote 
down all the Bible passages she had memorised and 
buried them in the woods.  In North Korea being found 
with Scripture will probably get you and your family 
arrested and sent to a labour camp! 
 
We have been reading so many real life stories and it 
makes me think… if we were threatened by our family 
and tied up would we continue to follow Jesus?  How 
much do we value our access to scripture that people 
across the world are putting their lives in danger for? 
 
Access to the Bible is not the same as knowing it.  
After our session the youth have a weekly challenge to 
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complete that involves memorising the Bible passage we 
studied.  So far this has involved performance, sharing it 
with friends and drawing the passage.  This isn’t easy! 
The Bible passages aren't just a verse or two but several 
verses!  For example last week the passage was the 
Beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-12.  I, and I think the youth too, 
have been very challenged to take the time to sit down, 
meditate on the words and be able to recite them.  It is a 
practice that I think us younger generations are not so 
familiar with as we have the internet at our fingertips and 
any passage from the Bible can instantly be brought up 
on our screens.  We don't need to remember things so 
much because we have Alexa and other apps and 
reminders to tell us what we need to know.  We have so 
many copies of the Bible here that we can access.  But 
do we truly know the contents?  And if our government 
suddenly took away all Bibles what would we be left with 
within our hearts and minds only?  Hidden Word has 
been teaching me and the young people to treasure 
scripture! 
 
We actually hid some scripture in a secret compartment 
of a book on West Kilbride beach for the young people to 
try and find on their walks! The young people have also 
had a go at hiding some scripture so maybe you will find 
some around the village if you look carefully! 
 
If you would like to join with the young people in the 
memorising challenges this summer the full list of 
passages are: Psalm 91:1-2, Psalm 40:1-3, Matthew 5:3-
12, Matthew 6:25-33, Ephesians 6:10-18, 1 Corinthians 
1:27-30, Psalm 23, Matthew 10:26-30 and Psalm 150.  
Together, as it says in Psalm 119:11, lets hide God's 
word in our hearts.  

Becky 
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Monthly Prayer Diary: August 2020 

 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1
st  

“Jesus 
Christ is the 
same 
yesterday, 
today and 
forever.” 
Hebrews   
13 v 8 

2
nd               

 
“Do not be 
afraid or 
discouraged, 
for the Lord 
will 
personally 
go ahead of 
you.  He will 
be with you, 
he will 
neither fail 
you nor 
abandon 
you.”       
Deut 31 v 8 
 

3
rd             

 “Be 
silent and 
stop you’re 
your striving 
and you will 
see that I 
am God.  I 
am the God 
above all 
the nations 
and I will be 
exalted 
throughout 
the whole 
earth.”  
Psalm     46 
v 10 
 
 

4
th
 

“Whoever 
dwells in the 
shelter of 
the Most 
High will 
rest in the 
shadow of 
the 
Almighty.  I 
will say of 
the Lord, 
“He is my 
refuge and 
my fortress, 
my God, in 
whom I 
trust.” 
Psalm 91 v 
1 & 2 

5
th                      

 
“I leave the 
gift of peace 
with you – 
my peace.  
Not the kind 
of fragile 
peace given 
by the world, 
but my 
perfect 
peace.  
Don’t yield to 
fear or be 
troubled in 
your hearts – 
instead be 
courageous.” 
John 14 v 27 

6
th                      

 
“I prayed to 
the Lord and 
he answered 
me; he freed 
me from all 
my fears.  
The 
oppressed 
look to him 
and are glad; 
they will 
never be 
disappointed.  
The helpless 
call to him 
and he 
answers….” 
Psalm         
34 v 4 - 6 

7
th    

  “Taste 
and see 
that the 
Lord is 
good;  
blessed are 
those who 
take refuge 
in him. Fear 
the Lord, 
you his 
saints for 
those who 
fear him 
lack no 
good thing.” 
Psalm 34  
v 8 & 9  

8
th
 “I have 

set my 
rainbow in 
the clouds, 
and it will be 
a sign of the 
covenant 
between me 
and the 
earth.  
Whenever I 
bring clouds 
over the 
earth, and 
the rainbow 
appears in 
the clouds, I 
will 
remember 
my 
covenant” 
Gen 9 v 13 & 14              

9
th
 We give 

thanks for 
our Minister 
James, his 
family and 
for their 
dedication to 
our church 
family 

10
th
 We 

pray for 
peace for 
every home 
within our 
village 
 
 
 

11
th
  We 

pray for 
children, 
parents and 
staff as 
schools are 
planning to 
reopen 
today 

12
th
 We pray 

for wisdom 
for the 
Leaders and 
all our UK  
politicians 
serving at 
this difficult 
time 

13
th
 We pray 

for our local 
GP surgery, 
local hospital 
staff and 
carers 
working in 
our 
community  

14
th
 We 

remember 
all who are 
grieving 
and who 
know the 
pain of loss 

15
th
 In 2019 

Global 
humanitarian 
needs grew 
to their 
highest 
levels ever.  
Lord, in your 
mercy, hear 
our prayers 

16
th
 We pray 

for the 
preparations 
being made 
for our 
church to 
reopen 

17
th  

We 
pray for all 
who have 
had surgery 
or treatment 
delayed or 
postponed 

18
th  

We 
pray for all 
who have 
been made 
unemployed 
or who are 
living in fear 
of it 

19
th
 We give 

thanks for 
community 
volunteers 
and for 
foodbanks 

20
th
 We pray 

for all who 
are ill with 
the Covid 
virus or 
struggling 
with long 
term effects 

21
st
 We 

pray for all 
who are 
working to 
produce a 
much 
needed 
vaccine 

22
nd

  We 
pray for 
wisdom and 
integrity to 
be seen in 
World 
Leaders 

23
rd

  More 
than ever 
before, may 
the 
Christians in 
our village 
be known by 
our love 

24
th
 We 

pray for all 
who are 
victims of 
war and 
conflict 
 
 

25
th
  We 

remember 
all who 
struggle 
with mental 
illness, 
made worse 
by 
Lockdown 

26
th
 We pray 

for charities 
and Aid 
Agencies, for 
funding, 
resources, 
and for much 
wisdom 

27
th
  We 

remember 
our brothers 
& sisters 
persecuted 
because of 
their faith in 
the Lord 
Jesus 

28
th
 

Yemen.. 
Refugee 
Camps.. 
Africa – 
locust 
invasions, 
Ebola & 
Covid 19 

29
th
 All who 

struggle with 
addiction. 
We pray for  
strength for 
today and 
hope for 
tomorrow 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – September 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30/8 
We pray for 
Ministers of all 
denominations 
to have the 
freedom to 
share what is 
on God’s heart 
for such a time 
as this 

31/8 
We pray for 
local 
businesses 
trying to 
recover 
from the 
effects of 
Lockdown 

1st 
We pray for 
James our 
Minister, 
Anna and 
their sons 
John and 
Alasdair 
 

 2
nd

 
We pray for 
Carol our 
Session 
Clerk, our 
Elders & 
Team 
members 

 

3
rd

  
We continue 
to support 
Brian, 
Mandy Betsi 
and 
Douglas 
with our 
prayers 

4
th
 

We pray for 
our brothers 
and sisters 
in St Brides 
as they face   
change as 
well as         
Fr Joe’s 
retirement   

5
th
 

We pray for 
our twinned 
church in 
Emazwini in 
Malawi as 
they build 
their own 
church 
building 

6th 
We pray for all 
the Ministers 
and Church 
Families within 
the Ardrossan 
Presbytery, 
thinking also of 
the vacant 
churches 
without a 
Minister 

7
th
 

We pray for  
Open Doors 
highlighting  
discrimination 
facing 
Christians in  
accessing 
food aid, 
being blamed 
for the 
pandemic, & 
discrimination 
in 
employment 

8th 
We give 
thanks for the 
work of 
CARE as 
they 
encourage 
us to pray for 
our 
governments, 
for  our 
neighbours 
and for our 
nation 
 

9
th
 

Glasgow 
City Mission 
Pray as 
they try a 
new way of 
empowering 
their guests 
to be able 
to shop for 
their own 
food 

10th 
Compassion 
Pray for the 
sponsored 
children in 
their care 
and for 
church 
partners as 
they care for 
their 
communities 
during this 
time of crisis 

11
th
 

SU Scotland 
We pray for 
all the 
children who 
were able to 
take part in 
“Scotland’s 
Biggest 
Holiday 
Club” on line 
this summer   

12
th
 

Tearfund. 
Pray for 
local 
partners 
distributing 
personal 
hygiene 
messaging, 
installing 
water 
stations, 
providing 
food parcels 
etc 

13th 
Scottish Bible 
Society asks 
for prayer for 
financially 
struggling 
Bible 
Societies 
around the 
world so that 
they can 
continue their 
desperately 
needed Bible 
ministry 
 

14th 
We pray for 
the Barnabas 
Coronavirus 
Emergency 
Network as 
they seek to 
support their 
project 
partners 
around the 
world who 
provide hope 
and aid to 
persecuted 
Christians 

15th 
Lord, You 
have 
promised to 
comfort all 
who mourn.  
Please be 
with all who 
are grieving 
around the 
world 
because of 
this 
pandemic 

16
th
 

We pray for 
all who are 
unwell, 
waiting for 
tests, 
surgery or 
treatment.  
We 
remember 
all with 
mental 
health 
needs 

17
th
 

We give 
thanks for all 
who have 
been working 
on the front 
line in the 
NHS and all 
who have 
been keeping 
essential 
services 
going through 
Lockdown 

18
th
 

We pray for 
Leaders and 
politicians in 
Westminster, 
Holyrood, in 
Wales and 
Ireland as 
they seek for 
wisdom in 
how to guide 
us through 
these 
coming 
months 

19
th
 

We 
remember 
all who are 
affected by 
the virus in 
parts of the 
world 
where 
healthcare 
was 
already 
inadequate  

20th 
We ask for 
God’s 
leading and 
guidance 
going into the 
future 

21
st
 

We pray for 
every home 
within our 
community.  
Lord, You 
alone know 
each need 
 

22
nd

 
We remember 
our local Care 
Homes and 
the difficulties 
they have 
been through 

23
rd

 
God please 
help us as 
we all try to 
adapt to 
change 

24
th
 

We pray for 
all who are 
housebound 
and have 
felt so lonely 

25
th
 

We continue 
to pray for 
our local 
schools, 
children, 
parents and 
staff 

26
th
 

We 
remember 
families who 
don’t live 
close and 
have not 
been able to 
visit 

27
th

 
Pray for those 
the Lord, has 
called to serve 
in new or 
difficult places 
for such a time 
as this 

28th 
We pray for 
the effects 
of the 
economic 
downturn as 
a result of 
Lockdown 

29th 
We pray for 
parts of the 
world that still 
suffer from 
the effects of 
war and 
conflict 

30
th
 

Continue to 
pray for our 
witness as 
Christians.  
Do we draw 
others to 
Jesus? 
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Crossword 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Crossword Clues & Answers  
 

Across 
1 & 3 Two of the disciples who witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus  
 (Luke 9:28) (4,3,5) 
3 See 1 Across  
8 ‘Let us draw — to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith’ 

(Hebrews 10:22) (4)  
9 O Simon is (anag.) (8)  
11 Form of government under the direct rule of God or his agents (10)  
14 How Jesus found his disciples when he returned to them after praying 

in Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)  
15 In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the name of the meadow into which Christian 

strayed, which led to Doubting Castle (2-4)  
17 Glad sin rat (anag.) (10) 
20 Spinal column (Leviticus 3:9) (8)  
21 Valley of the Balsam Tree with a reputation of being a waterless place 

(Psalm 84:6) (4)  
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22 ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of one — — sees clearly’ 

(Numbers 24:3) (5,3)  
23 Adam and Eve’s third son (Genesis 4:25) (4) 
 
Down 
1 David’s great friend (1 Samuel 20:17) (8)  
2 ‘The Lord... will bring me safely to his — kingdom’ (2 Timothy 4:18) (8)  
4 ‘I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; — — or wine 

touched my lips’ (Daniel 10:3) (2,4)  
5 Seeking to vindicate (Job 32:2) (10)  
6 Female servant (Isaiah 24:2) (4)  
7 ‘For Christ died for — once for all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)  
10 ‘Offering spiritual sacrifices — to God through Jesus Christ’  
 (1 Peter 2:5) (10)  
12 Jesus said that some people had renounced this ‘because of the 

kingdom of heaven’ (Matthew 19:12) (8)  
13 One of the three men thrown into the furnace for refusing to worship 

Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image (Daniel 3:20) (8)  
16 ‘You have — of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 

drink and be merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)  
18 ‘There before me was a white horse! Its rider held — — , and he was 

given a crown’ (Revelation 6:2) (1,3)  
19 Equipment to Charity Hospitals Overseas (1,1,1,1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

ACROSS: 1, John. 3, And James. 8, Near. 9, Omission. 11, Theocratic. 14, Asleep. 15, 
By-path. 17, Stalingrad. 20, Backbone. 21, Baca. 22, Whose eye. 23, Seth.  
 
DOWN: 1, Jonathan. 2, Heavenly. 4, No meat. 5, Justifying. 6, Maid. 7, Sins.  
10, Acceptable. 12, Marriage. 13, Shadrach. 16, Plenty. 18, A bow. 19, ECHO. 
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