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Minister’s Letter 
 

Christmas overload? 
 
How soon is too soon to mention the word 'Christmas'?  
As I am writing this, the annual John Lewis advert has 
been released - a sentimental masterpiece to try to part 
you from your money.  
 
But really, Christmas has been creeping upon us for a 
much longer time than that. 
 
From late October, Christmas items were already being 
found in the shops - from fairy lights, to cards to 
Christmas confectionery. 
 
And because the season of Christmas starts so early 
these days, perhaps there is part of us which groans 
inside and wishes it wasn't so. 
 
And by the time we actually reach Christmas Day, 
because it has been such a marathon in the lead up to it, 
by the time we get there, we are completely jaded. 
 
Faced with how our culture celebrates Christmas, this 
can cause us to have one of two reactions. 
 
The first is to disengage. We get so fed up with Christmas 
being everywhere that it becomes overwhelming - and so 
we disengage completely. This can mean that Christians 
come across as being rather like Scrooge - where we are 
seen as 'party-poopers' when it comes to Christmas - and 
rather joyless. 
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The second is to fully immerse ourselves in Christmas. 
The problem with this is that Christmas as it is celebrated 
in the world now, is very much about commercialism and 
spending and materialism. By fully immersing ourselves, 
as Christians we lose our distinctiveness - our saltiness - 
because we become just like the world. 
 
How then do we respond to Christmas? 
 
Well, there is a third way. It is at every opportunity and in 
every circumstance remembering that Christmas points to 
Jesus. 
 
And we need to show people that Jesus is the reason for 
the season - and that Jesus is the most precious gift that 
people can receive. 
 
Many people go to churches over the Christmas period to 
attend a service. 
Some go who are genuinely seeking. For others, it seems 
to be a ritual that they 'endure' before going home to do 
the 'fun' stuff - opening the presents and eating the turkey 
etc. 
 
If this is their view, this is very sad - because Jesus IS the 
best thing about Christmas. 
 
Jesus is the one who truly changes lives - who displays 
God's love - who brings peace and hope for eternity. 
 
When we are Christ focussed in all that we do; when we 
show that in Christ we have someone who brings 
something of immeasurable eternal worth rather than just 
temporal worth; when we live in a distinct way in our 
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culture - then we show as Christians that we are not 
joyless - but our joy is in Christ. 
 
Because how can we be jaded about Christmas when we 
understand it is all about Jesus. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
James 
 
PS - We will again be doing our Reverse Advent 
Calendar in aid of the Foodbank. Our Christmas leaflets 
have all the details for the items to be collected this year 
which allow us to help those who are in need. Over 1.2 
tonnes of food was collected last year which was much 
appreciated by the Foodbank and all who received it. 
Please support this again this year if you are able ... and 
spread the word! 
 
 

Church Register 
 

The following people have passed away recently. 
Please remember their families in your prayers: 
 

Sinclair (John) Caldwell, Ardneil Avenue, died 13th September 2019. 
 
Ron Shaw, Glenview, died 18th September 2019. 
 
Grace Murchie, Overton Court, died 24th September 2019.  
 
Janette Phillips, Ardrossan Road, died 23rd October 2019. 
 
Marlene Davidson, Bowfield Road, died on 27th October 2019. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

The nights have fair drawn in and the weather is definitely 
wintery. Can you believe this year is almost over? I can't! 
I must admit I enjoy putting up the Christmas tree and all 
the decorations, writing the cards, wrapping the presents 
and looking forward to spending time with family.  
 
However, it is sad that this wonderful time of celebrating 
Jesus birth is so commercialised and we're encouraged 
to buy expensive gifts that people don't really need. If, 
like me, you want to give an alternative gift to your family 
and friends then please consider giving a mosquito net 
for a family in Malawi. More details in the magazine! 
Meantime I'm busy making cards and knitting. 
 
Brian and I are just back from a Church of Scotland World 
Mission Study Pilgrimage to Israel/Palestine with a group 
of 20 people from all over Scotland, two from the 
Netherlands, one from Switzerland and one from Italy.  
 
There were many highlights of the trip - walking where 
Jesus walked, wading into the Sea of Galilee, paddling in 
the River Jordan,  visiting the Garden of the Tomb, 
floating in the Dead Sea among them. We also 
experienced the other side of the Holy Land - the 
injustices, the inhumane and dreadful situations that 
Palestinians have to suffer every day. If you want to hear 
about our trip then please come along to the Guild at 2pm 
on 28th January when we'll be giving a talk with photos 
and videos of our experience. 
 
There are so many things on at Christmas that we could 
be out almost every day at something. Some of them you 
really don't want to miss! Remember our village Yuletide  
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Night on 6th December when our church will be open for 
visitors. There will be bouncy castles in the Bill Penny  
 
Hall, teas in the Lower Hall and a theme of the real 
meaning of Christmas in the sanctuary.  
 
The Community Choir Concert is on the 10th December 
and Dreghorn Musial Society concert the night after, the 
11th, and please don't forget the Guild at 2pm on the 17th 
when the children from the Primary school will entertain 
us! 
 
Well dear friends, this will be the last time I edit your 
magazine as I have been doing this job for over 25 years 
and feel it is now time to hand over to someone else, 
although I don't know who yet. However, I will continue to 
write articles for inclusion in Church Matters so you 
haven't heard the last from me! 
 
May God bless you during this season of joy and wonder, 
as we look forward to celebrating Jesus' birth day. 
 
Always remember, Jesus is the reason for the season! 

 
Deirdre Murray. 
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SESSION SNIPPETS 
 
The Session met on 24

th
 September 2019 

We started our meeting by singing “Name of all Majesty”  
then James read from Matthew 5 verses 13-16 from the 
Sermon on the Mount. 
James then spoke about the Power of Light, encouraging 
us as Christians to show Christ's love within our 
Community. 
We had a very full agenda for the evening. 
 
Prior to the meeting we all had been asked to read an 
article written by the editor of Christianity Today entitled 
“4 Reasons Small Groups Are Vital to your Churches' 
Health”. We broke into small groups to discuss our views 
and then and pulled together the thoughts of each group 
as to how this would encourage all the members of the 
Congregation to form friendships and grow in Faith. 
 
Team Reports had also previously been distributed by the 
Team Leaders, along with the report from Presbytery. 
 
Focusing on the Teams - the Finance Team were asked 
to put forward a question, which was “How do we 
encourage members of the Congregation to become 
more involved i.e. in helping with the offering on a 
Sunday morning”. The groups then discussed this and 
wrote down suggestions which were passed to the 
Treasurer. However, on pulling together to give ideas it 
was noted that this was not just a Finance Team issue. 
Most of the teams would love some assistance. 
Can you help? Please speak to any of the Team Leaders. 
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We were then given diary dates for October and 
November, which will be noted in the intimations and will 
have taken place by the time you read this. 
 
The last item on the agenda was the continuing problems 
with the Bill Penny Hall. We were advised that the hall 
roof is coming to the end of its lifespan and that doing 
nothing is not an option.   
 
We again went back to our small groups for discussion 
regarding the usage of the Hall at present and the vision 
for usage in the future, taking into account where God is 
leading and guiding us and taking into account the needs 
of the Community and our own Congregation.   
 
Various ideas and thoughts were put forward, and it was 
decided that the discussion would be continued at the 
next Session Meeting in November. 
The meeting concluded with the saying of the Grace. 

Nan Brownlee 

 

Bethlehem – a rhyming acrostic 

Business booms for innkeepers – this census of population 
Emperor Augustus ordered has got the whole nation 
Travelling, each family to their native city. 
Hotels are crammed, inns full, there’s little pity 
Lost on two stragglers, the girl pregnant, needing a bed. 
Eventually there’s a hovel where she can rest her head; 
Hoping for warmth, they find a chill stable instead. 
Each huddles the other; they’d almost caught their death. 
Mary gasps in labour – and angels hold their breath. 

Harry Hunter 
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GIFT SERVICE 
 

Please remember to bring along a gift for our Gift Service 
on Sunday 8th December. You were all so generous last 
year and we were able to give gifts to the refugee families 
who have been housed in our area which, including 40 
parents, was 116 people! We also gave gifts to the 
Foodbank and Social Work Children and Families Team. 
They were all very appreciative of the gifts received and it 
was such a blessing for us to give , as it was for those 
who received. 
 
Please bring UNWRAPPED gifts to place under the 
Christmas tree on the 8th, or hand in to the office the 
week before. Last year we were short of gifts for teenage 
boys so if you could contribute gifts for that group it would 
be great.  
 
We also need Christmas wrapping paper please, and I 
would appreciate volunteers to help wrap the gifts for the 
refugee families. I will leave a sheet of paper at the back 
of the church for you to write your name and phone 
number if you can help and I will arrange a time to suit 
folks.  
 
Thank you.      Deirdre Murray 
 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT CARD 
 
Our Presbytery has alternative Christmas Gift Cards for 
sale. These are available for £5 each and the card tells 
the recipient that their gift is a mosquito net for a family in 
Malala Presbytery. Please contact the church office for 
these cards. 
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GIVING 

 
Then said a rich man, "Speak to me of giving." And he 
answered: 
There are those who give a little of the much they have 
and give it for recognition and their hidden desire 
makes their gifts unwholesome. 
And there are those who have little and give it all. 
These are the believers in life and the bounty of life, 
and their coffer is never empty. 
 
It is well to give when asked, but it is better to give 
unasked, 
through understanding. 
And to the open-handed the search for one  
who shall receive is joy greater than giving. 
And is there ought you would withhold? 
All you have shall one day be given; therefore give now, 
that the season of giving may be yours and not your 
inheritors'. 
 
You often say, "I would give, but only to the deserving". 
The trees in your orchard say not so, nor the flocks in 
your pasture. 
They give that they may live, for to withhold is to perish. 
Surely, he who is worthy to receive his days and his 
nights  
is worthy of all else from you. 
And he who has deserved to drink from the oceans of life 
deserves to fill his cup from your little stream. 

Kahlil Gibran 
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GUILD 
 
In October we had a very interesting and humorous talk 
from Rev David Hebenton about his early life in ministry. 
 
By the time you read this we will have had our November 
meeting which I will report on in the next edition. At our 
17th December meeting we will have the children from 
the Primary School coming along to entertain us with 
Christmas songs. Please come along and support them. 
 
On the 28th January Brian and I will talk about our 
unforgettable trip to Israel and Palestine. As I write this, it 
is less than a week since our return and everything is so 
fresh in our minds. It was a most interesting trip and we 
took lots of photographs and video so we hope you will 
come along and enjoy what we have to tell you. 

Deirdre Murray 
 
 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF WKPC 
 
January 2020 marks the Tenth Anniversary of the union 
of the churches to form WKPC. To mark this occasion we 
will be holding a special celebration lunch on Sunday 
19th January at the Waterside Hotel. Tickets are £15 for 
adults, £5 for children and family tickets are £40. Tickets 
are available from Carol.  
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LIFEGROUPS 
 
As part of our 'Year of Discipleship' we are promoting 
Lifegroups throughout the month of November. If you are 
interested in being part of a small group, then please 
leave your name and a contact email/number at the back 
of the church or contact the office. 
 
BLYTHSWOOD SHOEBOXES 
 
182 lovely boxes and £546 was collected from us in West 
Kilbride. However were we able to do this? Thank you all 
so much for sharing in this - whether providing filled 
boxes, necessary articles to complete boxes and those 
who gave so generously financially so that we could 
cover the cost of each box to be delivered. This year our 
boxes are going to Kosovo. Thanks too for the willing 
helpers who also came to support in the loading of the 
boxes from the house to the garage to the delivery van! I 
am very conscious that our heavenly Father is behind it 
all. To Him be the glory. Thank you again,  
Helen Ferguson 
 
COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT 
 
West Kilbride Community Choir Christmas concert takes 
place in the Parish Church on Tuesday 10th December 
2019 at 7.30pm. Tickets price £5 (children free) are 
available from John Purves 823616.  
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YOURS SINCERELY 

 

My name is Marjory Vernal. I was born in Renfrew into a 
Christian home. I had 2 older brothers, the older one I still 
have, but the younger of the two was killed in a car 
accident in Minorca while still a young man. 

 
I left school aged 15 and started work as an office junior 
in a large electrical firm in Paisley, where we lived for 
some years. In due course I was placed in the accounts 
department and trained as an NCR accounting machine 
operator. After some 12 years it became clear most of the 
work was going to be computerised. I prayed about a 
change. I had always had a hankering for piano tuning (of 
all things!) and the way opened up with a company in 
Glasgow, who were piano dealers. I spent a 5 year 
apprenticeship in the trade and, in another 5 years, had 
the opportunity to become self employed as a piano 
technician, since the company was closing down. I thank 
the Lord for his leading and timing in all of this - how he 
blessed and prospered me with plenty of work, some of it 
fairly prestigious, which I would never have thought would 
come my way. Glory and thanks to God for his goodness. 

 
All of that said, the most important thing by far that ever 
happened to me was when Jesus Christ came into my 
heart when I was 9 years old. Singing in the junior choir in 
Renfrew Baptist church one evening, the speaker was on 
about salvation and showing pictures on screen. The final 
one was Christ on the cross and I then realised deeply  
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He died for me - for my sin. Not a great tearaway at age 
9, but a sinner needing a Saviour. He saved me that 
night. 

 
Ever since then I’ve been conscious of His boundless 
love, His leading and guiding in times of uncertainty, His 
comfort in times of acute sorrow and hurt and. not least of 
all, His chastening in times of disobedience. As a loving 
Father, He knows how to chastise! He also knows how to 
forgive, when sins are confessed, which is a great relief. 
Life would be worthless without Him and someday it’ll be 
great to see Him face to face and be free of all taint of 
sin.  

A couple of my favourite verses are Philippians 1:6  
"being confident of this ,that he who began a good work 
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus."  and  Ephesians 3:20 "Now to him who is able to 

do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us ." 

 
                                                                          Marjory 
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DREGHORN MUSICAL SOCIETY CONCERT 

The Warmth of Winter 
Wednesday 

11th December 2019 

The Grand Hall 

Kilmarnock 

7.30pm 

Tickets  £7 

********************************* 

 

 

 

Kirkgate Church Saltcoats 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Saturday 7th December 11am -2pm 

All the usual stalls 

Home bakery + Sweets + Jewellery/Accessories 

Toys/Jigsaws + Soft Goods + Books + Bottle Stall 

Chocolate Tombola + Bric-a-brac + Handmade Cards 

TEAROOM 

Admission: 

Tea Tickets: Adults £2 Children £1 

(Roll and Sausage extra £1.50) 

Stalls only: 50p 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – December 2019 
 

Sun 1st First Sunday in Advent.  Lord Jesus, You are the 
desire of every nation.  You are the joy of every 
longing heart.  We pray with gratitude and 
anticipation for Your return.   World AIDS Day.  Dear 
Lord, enlighten those doing research, protect the 
healthy, calm the frightened, comfort the dying. 

Mon 2nd We give thanks and pray for the residents who live 
in Stairlie Crescent and Summerlea Road.  We pray 
for Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church 
and James’ role as Interim Moderator, and Brian 
Murray serving there as Locum Minister    

Tue 3rd We give thanks and pray for James our Minister, 
Anna his wife, and their sons John and Alasdair.  
Bless their family time together  

Wed 4th As we make preparations for Christmas concerts, 
services and celebrations, we remember our 
brothers and sisters in Christ who live in fear of 
persecution, and have to meet in secret, as in North 
Korea 

Thu 5TH We remember dear Betsi, Mandy, Brian and 
Douglas, giving thanks for their times with us and 
praying for God’s enabling, guidance and protection 
as they go forward in their ministry    

Fri 6th We give thanks for local businesses and pray for a 
successful Yuletide Night tonight.  We pray for the 
open door and activities that will take place in our 
church.  Bless our conversations as we mix with our 
community  

Sat 7th We pray for our Messy Church gathering, full of 
seasonal joy!  We pray that this is the place where 
families will want to be and that they will be blessed 

Sun 8th Second Sunday in Advent.  In a season when every 
heart should be happy and light, many people are 
struggling with the heaviness of life.  We pray for all 



Page 19 

who need to be touched by the Prince of Peace in 
these days  

Mon 9th We give thanks and pray for the residents in Tarbet 
Ave and Well Street     We pray for Ardrossan Park 
Church, and  Interim Moderator Rev Alan Ward  

Tue 10th Glasgow Winter Night Shelter – open from 1st Dec – 
31st Mar.  ‘Please pray for all the guests who will 
come through the door of the night shelter – that 
suitable accommodation will open up for guests and 
we will be able to meet their individual needs.’ 

Wed 11th We give thanks for committed Christian men and 
women serving in positions of authority.  We pray 
they may model lives of godly wisdom and integrity 
and be an influence for good in the situations where 
You have placed them 

Thu 12th   General Election Day.  We ask for wisdom as we go 
to vote.  We pray  Your Kingdom will come and Your 
will be done today.  We pray for men and women 
with integrity, wisdom and compassion to be voted in 
‘for this hour.’  

Fri 13th Almighty God, we bring before You Members of all 
the UK Parliaments and Assemblies, praying that 
they may have willing and understanding minds and 
discern what is best for our nations at this time. 
(CARE)   

Sat 14th We give thanks for our NHS and pray for our GP 
Surgery, local hospitals, hospices and Care Homes. 

Sun 15th Third Sunday in Advent.  Lord, please help us to let 
our lights shine in this world of darkness.  Help us 
each one to make this Advent Season an offering of 
praise to You 

Mon 16th We give thanks and pray for the residents in 
Wellbank Gardens and Weston Terrace.  We pray 
for Beith Parish Church and Rev Roderick 
MacDonald 
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Tue 17th We remember especially, Missionaries and Aid 
Workers, Servicemen and women who will be apart 
from their families at Christmas, serving abroad 

Wed 18th We pray for all who know the pain of loss and who 
are especially finding this time of year difficult.  
Please grant to them comfort and give them strength 
to walk through each day, sensing  that Your love 
goes with them 

Thu 19th We pray for our members of our families, friends 
neighbours, work colleagues who have yet to know 
You as their Lord and Saviour 

Fri 20th We pray for all who will be in hospital or a hospice 
over this Christmas time.  We pray for their families. 
Be close, O Lord we pray. 

Sat 21st We pray for all the residents who live in our local 
Care Homes, and especially remember the C of S 
Home, South Beach House, and we give thanks for 
the staff and volunteers who lovingly care for them   

Sun 22nd Fourth Sunday in Advent.  As we celebrate this 
Christmas, we pray for hearts that look to You every 
day, constantly seeking Your Presence in everything 
we do. 

Mon 23rd We give thanks and pray for the residents in 
Woodside and Yerton Brae.  We pray for Brodick 
linked with Corrie linked with Lochranza & Pirnmill 
linked with Shiskine , and  Rev Angus Adamson and  
Parish Assistant Mrs Jean Hunter  

Tue 24th As we think of Mary and Joseph’s journey to 
Bethlehem, we pray for all who are travelling to be 
with loved ones this Christmas.  We would long for 
You to be at the centre of every family gathering 
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Christmas Day!!! Father God, we thank You and Praise 

You today for the miracle of Your 
Son’s birth.  Thank You for bringing 
great JOY to the whole world.  We 
pray for all who have yet to find You.  
May they seek and find You Jesus 

 
Thu 26th Lord, we do pray for families.  When there is meant 

to be much joy there can be much sadness and 
tension.  We pray for families who are struggling.    

Fri 27th We pray for the places where war and conflict 
continue, Syria, Yemen, parts of Africa and other 
trouble spots.  We pray for all who have had to flee 
for safety, and those who have had no choice but to 
stay.   

Sat 28th We pray for all who are struggling with Mental 
Health problems and we pray for the help and 
support that is needed, to be available & accessible 

Sun 29th We give thanks for the freedom we have to be able 
to worship and celebrate together.  We remember all 
who have to worship You in secret  

Mon 30th We give thanks and pray for the residents in 
Yonderfield Cottages and Yonderton Place.  We 
pray for Readers in the Presbytery  

Tue 31st “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is Your faithfulness.  Lam 3.    We 
give thanks for Your amazing faithfulness 
throughout this past year 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – January 2020 
 

Wed 1st Thank You Father, that You make all things 
new.  And new means new!! We pray for Your 
Holy Spirit to lead us step by step through this 
New Year, and may we seek a closer walk with 
You above all else  

Thu 2nd We pray, giving thanks for James, Anna, John 
and Alasdair.  We give much thanks for this 
special Tenth Anniversary year for WKPC 

Fri 3rd We give thanks that though we don’t know 
what the future holds, we do know the One 
who holds the future, be that for ourselves, our 
loved ones or our church 

Sat 4th We give thanks for Carol our session Clerk, 
our Elders, Team Members and all who work 
quietly in the background to bless our church 

Sun 5th We give thanks for our Church Family.  We 
give thanks for the many new faces we see in 
WKPC.  We think of those who worshipped 
beside us and are now no longer able to 
attend. May they know they are not forgotten  

Mon 6th We give thanks and pray for the residents who 
live in the new houses recently built in WK and 
Seamill.  We pray for Cumbrae linked with St 
John’s Largs,  Rev Jonathan Fleming and 
Douglas Creighton, probation minister  

Tue 7th We give thanks for busy Tuesdays in the 
church!  Rendezvous, Women Who Pray, 
Dancing, Community Choir and, some weeks, 
Guild and Kirk Session  

Wed 8th We give thanks for Betsi, Mandy, Douglas and 
Brian, praying for each one as they serve the 
Lord wherever You have placed them. 
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Thu 9th Father, in the UK we have so much to be 
thankful for.  We pray for countries constantly 
struck by Natural Disasters.  We pray for the 
heartache of it all and give thanks for Rescue 
Services and Aid Agencies 

Fri 10th We pray also for all the places torn apart by 
war and conflict.  We pray for Your Presence 
to be seen in acts of loving kindness.  We pray 
for Peace Keepers and Peace Makers 

Sat 11th We bring before You our politicians settling 
into their new roles.  We pray again that they 
may have willing and understanding minds to 
discern what is best for each of our nations at 
this time.  May they seek godly wisdom 

Sun 12th We give thanks for the dedication of our 
musicians.  We give thanks that we can sing 
and make music to the Lord!!  May we joyfully 
worship today 

Mon 13th We give thanks and pray for those within our 
Church family who have moved into Care 
Homes or to be closer to their own family.  We 
pray for Dalry St Margaret’s and their new 
Minister Rev David Albon 

Tue 14th (SU) We pray for children in our local schools 
who feel isolated and struggle to make friends.  
For children who are struggling with a 
particular issue, difficulty or problem.  Please 
lead them to a safe person for guidance.  

Wed 15th We pray for our Wednesday Fellowship and 
Life Groups, opportunities to encounter You, 
learn more of You and share and encourage 
one another   

Thu 16th We remember all we know who are unwell at 
this time, waiting for test results, or having 
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treatment, and pray for those who love and 
care for them  

Fri 17th We pray for our GP Surgery, local hospitals, 
hospices and Care Homes. 

Sat 18th We pray for all who are caught up in addiction, 
drugs, alcohol, gambling, pornography.  Lord, 
be their strength in times of weakness 

Sun 19th Our day of Celebration!!  We give thanks for 
every blessing You have blessed us with in our 
10years as West Kilbride Parish Church!! 

Mon 20th  We give thanks and pray for the residents who 
live in Aiknut Road and Ailsa View.  We pray 
for Dalry Trinity Church and Rev Martin 
Thomson 

Tue 21st Please pray for the team working on the final 
stages of translations of the Bible in Ghana, 
Tanzania and Democratic Republic of Congo 
and pray for people who will receive a copy of 
God’s Word in their heart language 

Wed 22nd  We pray for all who are struggling with grief, 
especially during the cold dark days of winter.  
We give thanks for love that sits beside and 
listens to them as they try to make sense of life 
as it now is 

Thu 23rd We pray for Persecuted Christians.  We give 
thanks for Open Doors, Barnabas and other 
agencies who keep us informed to help us to 
pray 

Fri 24th  Father God, may Your Presence and provision 
be in abundance for people in Southern Africa 
who face an acute lack of food.  Please guide 
Tearfund staff and partners and other 
humanitarian groups in how best to respond to 
the crisis.  (Tearfund) 
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Sat 25th O Lord, we pray for all who have been caught 
up in Human Trafficking.  We give thanks for 
all who have been rescued but pray for all who 
have lost hope of life ever changing.  Lord, in 
Your mercy, hear our prayers 

Sun 26th We give thanks for the churches in Scotland 
who are involved in working with the homeless, 
foodbanks, refugees, street pastors, debt 
advice etc.  We pray for The Living Room in 
Largs - Largs churches working together 

Mon 27th We give thanks and pray for the residents who 
live in Alton St and Alton Way.  We pray for 
Fairlie linked with Largs St Columba’s and Rev 
Dr Graham McWilliams 

Tue 28th We pray for all who are serving prison 
sentences, especially those with mental health 
problems, learning disabilities, addictions.  We 
pray for the impact on family life.  We 
remember and pray also for victims of crime  

Wed 29th We give thanks for all who serve as Chaplains 
and pray for Your enabling as they seek to 
offer spiritual guidance, and be a voice for You 
Lord.  We pray for James as he goes into our 
schools, and his role with Kilmarnock FC 

Thu 30th We pray for our neighbours, especially the 
elderly and frail.  We pray that we might seek 
to serve You in times of need within our 
community 

Fri 31st We give thanks for the Carers who work with 
those who need help in our village.  We pray 
for their safety in travelling during these winter 
months.        
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Monthly Prayer Diary – February 2020 
 

Sat 1
st
 We pray for Messy Church meeting today!  We 

pray for everyone who will attend.  May families be 
glad they came and remember the message  

Sun 2nd We give thanks that The Bible is so accessible, on 
mobile phones, iPad etc and we have so many 
versions to choose from.  Lord, help us to value our 
Bibles and be eager to read them.  We ask for the 
Holy Spirit’s help in this     

Mon 3
rd

  We pray and give thanks for the residents who live 
in Ardneil Ave and Ardrossan High Road.  We pray 
for Kilbirnie Auld Kirk, Interim Moderator Rev David 
Watson, Locum Mr Archie Currie 

Tue 4
th
  We pray for James, Anna, John and Alasdair, and 

pray for every aspect of James’ ministry.  May he 
have the joy of seeing lives changed by Jesus 

Wed 5
th
 We pray for World Leaders, especially those who 

feel they have no need of You.  We pray that You 
will have in place godly men and women  to  advise 
and they would know Your favour on them.   
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Church Diary Dates for December 2019 & January 
2020* 

*Please check the Intimations sheet each week in Church, or view them on the  
church website as meetings and details may be changed or added. 

 

DECEMBER 2019 
 

1 December 10:30am  Advent 1 Morning Service, Junior 
Church  

1 December 2:00pm Headrigg Gardens Service 
1 December 7:00pm Evening Service 
2 December 2:00am Bereavement Group 
3 December 9:30pm Women Who Pray - Prayer Room  
3 December 10:30am   Rendezvous 
4 December 7:00pm  Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study 
7 December 2:00pm Messy Church 
 

8 December 10:30am  Advent 2 Morning Service, Junior 
Church  

8 December 7:00pm Evening Service 
10 December 9:30am Women Who Pray - Prayer Room  
10 December 10:00am Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
11 December 2:00pm  Community Chords - Lower Hall 
11 December 7:00pm Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study 
14 December 2:00pm Blue Christmas 

   
15 December 10:30am Advent 3 Morning Service, Junior 

Church 
15 December 5:00pm Family Celebration 
17 December 9:30am Women Who Pray - Prayer Room 
17 December 10:00am Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
17 December 2:00pm Guild Christmas Entertainment -Lower 

Hall 
18 December 7:00pm Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Stud  
   
22 December 10:30am Advent 4 Morning Family Service 
22 December 7:00pm Evening Service 
24 December 4:00pm All Age Family Nativity Service  
24 December 11:15pm Watchnight Service 
25 December 10:30am Christmas Day Family Service 
29 December 10:30am  Morning Service 
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JANUARY 2020 
 
5 January 10:30am  Morning Service  
6 January 2:00pm   Bereavement Group - Lower Hall   
7 January 9:30am   Women Who Pray - Prayer Room  
7 January 10:00am   Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
8 January 7:00pm   Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study 

 

12 January 10:30am  Communion Service with Junior 
Church  

12 January 2:00pm Communion at Headrigg Gardens  
12 January 7:00pm  Evening Service  
14 January 9:30am  Women Who Pray - Prayer Room 
14 January 10:00am    Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
15 January 7:00pm  Community Chords 
15 January 7:00pm  Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study 
12 January 7:30pm   Team Leaders Meeting - Prayer Room 
13 January 2:00pm  Community Chords - Lower Hall  
13 January 7:00pm  Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study

  
 

19 January 10:30am  Morning Service with Junior Church 
19 January 1.00pm  10th Birthday Party - Waterside  
21 January 9:30 pm  Women Who Pray - Prayer Room 
21 January 10:00am  Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
22 January 7:00pm  Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study 

 

26 January 10:30am  Morning Service with Junior Church 
26 January 7:00pm Evening Service 
28 January 9:30am  Women Who Pray - Prayer Room 
28 January 19:00am Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
28 January 2:00pm  Guild - Israel & Palestine - Lower Hall 
28 January 7:30pm  Kirk Session - Lower Hall 
29 January 7:00pm  Monthly Prayer Meeting 
 
 
Note: 
* Please check the Church Intimations sheet each week, or view them on the church website 
as meetings and details may be changed or added.  www.westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk  or  
WKPC Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/westkilbrideparishchurch/  Twitter page: 
@WKPC 
 

http://www.westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk/
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Crossword 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crossword Clues & Answers 
Across 
1  ‘The blind receive sight, the — walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4)  
3  Got (Philippians 3:12) (8)  
8  Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2) (4)  
9  Castigated for using dishonest scales (Hosea 12:7) (8)  
11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10) 
14 ‘Now the serpent was more — than any of the wild animals  

 the Lord God had made’ (Genesis 3:1) (6) 
15 ‘Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot — God’  
 (Romans 8:8) (6) 

17 Because Israel lacked one of these, tools had to be  
 sharpened by the Philistines (1 Samuel 13:19) (10) 
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20 In his vision of the two eagles and the vine, this is how  
 Ezekiel described the latter (Ezekiel 17:8) (8) 

21 Rite (anag.) (4)  
22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8)  
23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “I don’t need you”’ (1  

 Corinthians 12:21) (4) 
 

Down 
1  ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and don’t stop anywhere in  
 the plain!’ (Genesis 19:17) (4,4) 
2  Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) (4,4)  
4  ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, “God have mercy on 

me, a sinner”’ (Luke 18:13) (6)  
5  ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’ (2 Kings 19:31) (10)  
6  ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ (Obadiah 15) (4)  
7  Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4)  
10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) (10)  
12 Roman Catholic church which has special ceremonial rights 

(8)  
13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8)  
16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen described Moses as 

‘powerful in speech and — ’ (Acts 7:22) (6)  
18 ‘Although he did not remove the high places, — heart was 

fully committed to the Lord all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14) (4)  
19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4) 
 

Answers 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACROSS: 1, Lame. 3, Obtained. 8, Omit. 9, Merchant. 11, 
Burdensome. 14, Crafty. 15, Please. 17, Blacksmith. 20, 
Splendid. 21, Tier. 22, Singeing. 23, Hand.  
 
DOWN: 1, Look back. 2, Main road. 4, Breast. 5, 
Accomplish. 6, Near. 7, Date. 10, Pestilence. 12, Basilica. 
13, Tethered. 16, Action. 18, Asa’s. 19, Clan. 
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