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MINISTER’S LETTER 

 
Lifegroups 

 
'They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.' Acts 2: 
42 
 
One of the marks of the early church was that the believers met 
together and shared together. 
 
They were keen to be together and to live life together. And what 
we see in the early church is no sense of the church or faith just 
being a one day a week thing - rather it was something that was 
living and vital and real as the people met together and lived life 
together. 
 
Often in the church and particularly in mainline denominations, 
we sometimes are guilty of equating church and faith with one 
hour set aside on a Sunday. 
 
Sometimes the impression is given that if we meet for that one 
hour, then our duty is done for the week! 
 
Now, of course, attending worship is a helpful thing - but what we 
see in the book of Acts is that faith is about so much more. 
 
It is about people having a living relationship with God - and with 
others around them. 
 
It is people who have a living and active faith seven days a 
week. 
 
One of the things that we will be looking at in the autumn months 
is how people can engage in small groups. 
 
In Jesus' ministry, there were different groups that were defined - 
the 72, the 12 and the 3. 
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The 72 was the larger group that Jesus sent out. 
 
The 12 were Jesus' disciples who became the apostles and the 
foundation of the early church. 
 
The 3 were James, John and Peter who occasionally Jesus 
would take away. They were his closest inner core if you like. 
The ones who experienced the transfiguration and who Jesus 
asked to pray with him in Gethsemane. 
 
For us, we often engage with being part of the '72' (a typical 
church gathering), but not with the 12 or the 3. 
 
We already have a number of people who have been involved 
with small groups over a number of years. Some were called 
'house groups', some were 'small groups' but we have now 
brought them under one banner - 'Lifegroups'. 
 
Why 'Lifegroups'? Because they are a place where we can do 
life together. 
 
As Christians, it is important that we spend time together, that we 
learn together and pray together and learn the Bible together. 
It is important that we do life together. 
 
I encourage you - please think about joining a Lifegroup. 
 
I don't think you will regret it. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
James 
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Church Register 

 
The following people have passed away recently. Please remember their families 

in your prayers: 
 

Maureen Whitelaw, Happyhills, died 18th June 2019. 
 

Sheena Dench, Abbotsford Nursing Home, died 21st June 2019. 
 

Robert Howie, South Beach Care Home, died 2nd July 2019. 
 

Elrose Graham, Overton Crescent, died 8th July 2019. 
 

Nan Watt, Headrigg Gardens, died 8th July 2019. 
 

Madge McCrimmond, Highthorne Crescent, died 24th July 2019. 
 

Mary Richardson, Meadowfoot Road, died 28th July 2019. 
 

Marion McMurdo, Bellard Walk, died 1st August 2019. 
 

Ninian Jack, Hunterston Road, died 7th August 2019. 
 

Irene Templeton, Simson Avenue, died 26th August 2019. 
 

Megan Howie, Caldwell Road, died 10th September 2019. 
 
 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

We were delighted to have the baptisms of Laura and Luke Shanks down at the 
beach on Saturday 17th August. A great day of celebration for them, the family 

and the church family. 
 

Wedding 
 

Congratulations to Stephen Walton and Wendy Gossman, daughter of Bryan 
and Judi Gossman, who were married on Saturday 27th July 2019 at Dunlop 

Parish Church. 
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Editorial 
 

    Autumn is definitely here and all the church groups have started up 
again. What a busy church we are! Just check the Dates For Your Diary 
and you will see that there is a variety of things to do and groups to 
support. I really do hope that you will, indeed, support these groups 
because it is SO disheartening when volunteers spend time and effort in 
organising them and only a handful of people turn up. If there are 
groups you have never attended, or haven't been for a while, why don't 
you resolve to go along to the Wednesday Fellowship or Women Who 
Pray or the Guild or Community Chords or Rendezvous or any of the 
other things that are on in the church? You will be blessed by attending 
and your presence will be a blessing to others. 
      Brian and I are just back from a break down south, visiting family 
in Dumfries, Thornbury, Poole and Manchester. While in Poole we 
visited Christchurch Priory, a beautiful building dating from the mid-
15th century. Church services are held there almost every day, although 
the day we were there they were preparing for a wedding. It was 
wonderful to hear the church bells ringing and to experience the 
ambience of the Priory. I don't have time to write more about it now but 
I may try to do so in another edition. 
      God willing, we are going on a study trip to Israel and Palestine in 
November. Our days there will be very full and busy but we hope to 
find time to do a daily 'blog' on the Church Facebook page while we're 
away. We would appreciate your prayers as we travel and meet people 
who live with the daily problems of life out there. We will also be 
speaking about our trip at the Guild on the 28th January so put the date 
in your diary if you want to know more! 
      On October 13th Cardinal John Henry Newman (1801-1890) will 
be the first English person to be declared a saint since the 17th century. 
He was one of the most influential theologians, priests and preachers of 
his day. You may know his hymn "Praise to the Holiest in the height", 
taken from his poem "The Dream of Grotius", so memorably set to 
music by Elgar. One of his sayings that challenges me is this: "Nothing 
would be done at all if one waited until one could do it so well that no-
one could find fault with it." Perhaps we need to remember that, though 
it's important that we prepare as best we can, there are times when we 
just need to get going with it and trust the outcome to God! 
Deirdre Murray 
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SESSION SNIPPETS 
 
The Kirk Session met on Tuesday the 20th August. As always, the 
meeting started with opening devotions. On this occasion MP673, 
“There is a Redeemer” was sung. The reading was from Acts Ch2 v37-
v42. This is about the day of Pentecost when about three thousand 
people were baptized. Following this communion was taken, as it 
always is during the August Session meeting. 
James, our Moderator, then spoke for a few minutes about numbers as 
mentioned in the Bible. In passing he noted that in the ten years since 
the amalgamation of St Andrews and Overton Churches our 
membership had halved from 800 to 400 members. 
Tributes were then made to Elrose Graham, noting her work and 
enthusiasm for the Guild, and Nan Watt, noting her welcoming at the 
front door and love of the poetry of Burns. 
The Session then progressed to the business of the meeting. Firstly it 
was noted that Willie Clark had intimated that he wished to step down 
as an active elder. It was agreed to send a letter of thanks to Willie on 
his service of many years to the Session. 
Colin McDougal gave a short report from the People and Policy Team. 
As always Colin appraised the session of the current position with 
regards to the numbers of people requiring of, going through, and 
completing PVG (Protection Vulnerable Groups) It always seems that 
this is a very dry exercise, but we are very lucky indeed, in the Session 
in having Colin who attends to this in a meticulous fashion which keeps 
us right as it is the Session as a whole who bear the responsibility for 
any short comings.  
Colin also pointed out the responsibility Churches have with regards 
PVG for all those they recruit including organist, church 
officers/caretakers, café workers and others in positions of leadership 
and trust. He has undertaken to clarify with the Church of Scotland the 
advised obligations the church has re PVG for some of these groups. A 
common sense rule might be that no adult should be left alone with a 
child or vulnerable adult on church premises. 
A further area to come up was data protection and an agreed procedure 
for those who may have a query or question regards the data 
concerning themselves held by the church. The Session approved to 
implement the advice given centrally by the Church of Scotland. 
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We then reviewed some of our outreach activities. Messy Church 
seems to be going particularly well with the help of committed 
volunteers. Café Church will continue every 2nd month rather than on a 
monthly basis as at present and will be evangelistic in outlook.  The 
House Groups are important to those who attend and James would like 
to see these encouraged and extended. Wednesday Fellowship 
continues with an hour’s Bible study followed by an open time for 
prayer. James again stressed the importance of prayer in the church. It 
was agreed that Men’s Shed could fulfil a very useful role but is on 
hold at present awaiting someone to take this on. 
Alison Ward brought a proposal in line with Church of Scotland policy 
to the Session which was approved. This is that we should allow and 
encourage children and young people, with the understanding and 
consent of their parents, to take the elements at communion services 
and become more involved in services in keeping with their personal 
development in the church. There is more about this in a further article 
by Alison elsewhere in the magazine. 
A short review of communication within the church was led by James. 
The Church Magazine, especially the hard copy is still considered to be 
important and is valued. James’s weekly email has unfortunately 
ceased. It is a significant amount of work and unfortunately only 20% 
of recipients opened the email. Facebook (about which the author 
knows nothing!) apparently has more followers than we have members! 
Sounds like a sign of the times! However the main and perhaps best 
form of communication remains, as has possibly always been the case, 
face to face on Sundays. 
Our sound system requires updating and we await approval to go ahead 
from Presbytery. Among other things it will be integrated with our 
streaming leading to much improved sound quality for those who 
receive the services online. 
It was agreed to press ahead with a “Church Family Meeting” This will 
be an hour long family service with food aimed at families with 
children who find it difficult to attend Morning Service due to other 
commitments on a Sunday morning. It will be held monthly at 5.00pm 
in the church on the 3nd Sunday of the month. The first Service was 
held on Sunday 15th September. 
September is the beginning of a new church year. It is fitting therefore 
that the August Session meeting reflects this by way of some audit of 
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where we are as a church and the start of some new initiatives for the 
upcoming year. I hope this article gives a flavour of this. 
The meeting ended with the saying of “The Grace” 
Richard de Courcy 
 

 
 

A Letter from Mandy 
 

Where does time go? As we head towards October, the summer is 
coming to an end, the nights are drawing in, the autumn leaves are 

falling, and I am about to start travelling new path in my faith journey. 
It does not seem 15 months since I started at Clark Memorial Church 
in Largs on my probationary placement, or that long since Ian and I 

were with you sharing in our Wedding Day last September! But here 
we are, and God has blessed us as we head to South Ayrshire and the 

linked charges of Annbank and Tarbolton to be their minister in 
October. A new adventure begins. 

 
Thank you for all your prayers, support and good wishes over the last 

15 months and during my time with you as your OLM. 
I have many fond memories from my time at West Kilbride Parish 
Church and lots of ideas and experiences to carry with me into my 

new charges. 
 

I wish James and all of you every blessing as you continue to share 
God’s Word and carry out God’s mission for the community of West 

Kilbride and beyond. 
May God’s light and love continue to shine on you and bless you all 

 
Mandy x 
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EMAZWINI CHURCH TWINNING. 
 
It is now over two years since I visited Malala Presbytery for the official  
signing of the twinning agreement with our own Presbytery and over a year since 
we had a visit from friends from Malala Presbytery. A decision was made to twin 
our church with Emazwini Church and I was asked to coordinate our efforts to do 
this. When our visitors were here our church family was so generous, in both 
items for them to take home with them and in donating money which was sent out 
to our twinned church. This enabled them to purchase corrugated roofing for the 
church they are building. Brian and I also sent out a box and a case of items in a 
container, which were gratefully received. I wrote about this in the 
February/March edition of Church Matters. 
In that article I also said that we wanted to start collecting suitable items for 
sending out in the next container. I printed a list of items that could be  
donated and hoped that there would be a good response. I also made an  
appeal at Kirkgate Church and they have given a generous amount of goods, 
which are boxed and stored in the Club Room, and I am still hopeful of more 
items from our Church family.  
 The Banana Box Trust is the charity that sends the container out to Malawi and it 

is hoped that there will be one leaving Dundee, in the next few weeks. I would 
like help to get more items donated, boxed and taken to 
Dundee. Unfortunately, because the value of the pound has gone down and 
costs have risen, the cost of sending items has gone up from £10 to £15 per box. 
Donations towards this would also be appreciated. 
 
Here is the list, once again, of items required. 
Men’s shoes, trousers, jackets, shirts and t-shirts and ladies sandals, tops and 
jackets/cardigans.  Please remember that adult clothes should be small sizes and 
all sizes of baby and children's clothes and shoes are needed. Lots of us have a 
clear out around this time of year so don't throw anything away that could be used 
in Malawi.  
Apart from clothes and shoes, what other kinds of things can be donated?  
Tools - hand tools and gardening tools, mobile phones (with chargers), laptops 
and sewing machines (in working order and with instructions where possible), 
fabric. thread and buttons, solar lights, sheets and pillowcases, towels, tooth 
brushes/toothpaste, soap (not liquid), medicines such as paracetamol, bandages, 
Elastoplast’s, sports equipment, footballs, outdoor play equipment, musical 
instruments, Christian books, educational books, A4 note pads, pens, pencils, 
Rubbers, pencil sharpeners and any school equipment. Bicycles (in a bicycle box, 
available from Halfords), are always needed! It would be great if we could send 
some wedding dresses too. The church could hire these out to brides for a small 
sum and this would provide an income for the church. If in doubt, please ask what 
can be donated. 
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Finally, an appeal for people to volunteer to be part of a Church Twinning Group 
who would be willing to help me. I am finding it very difficult to do  
everything on my own as I'm involved in so many other groups, and I would 
really appreciate some help. .. HELP!!!! please... 
 
Deirdre Murray (email deirdrealdersyde@me.com or phone 07902 851534) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSICAL EVENING 
A concert will be held in the church on Wednesday 27th November to raise funds 
for Emazwini Church, our twinned church in Malala Presbytery, Malawi. 
This promises to be a great evening of music from North Ayrshire Council 
Workplace Choir and friends. Tickets will be on sale nearer the time and will be 
available from the Church Office. Please support this worthwhile cause as every 
penny is greatly needed by our brothers and sisters in Emazwini Church. They are 
in the process of building a new church and need the money to pay for the raw 
materials as this involves making the bricks by hand and, literally, building the 
church themselves.  
 

Suffering – a rhyming acrostic 

Say it! Rant at God. Tell Him you’re mad. 
Unleash the anger you didn’t know you had. 
Faith should help, but now it’s hanging by a thread; 
Friends speak clumsy words that are easier left unsaid. 
Empty. Bereft. Scared by a diagnosis. 
Raw emotion lets guilt seep in by osmosis. 
In a heartbeat, your known world turns to dross. 
No-one feels your pain or comprehends your loss. 
God only knows! He went through it on the cross. 

Harry Hunter  
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THE GUILD (open to both men and women) 
 
Due to the poor attendance at Guild meetings last session, the 
committee decided to hold the meetings once a month in the hope that 
more people would come along and join us. It was agreed that these 
would take place on the last Tuesday of each month (except December) 
at 2pm.  
 
Our theme for the year is 'Companions on the Road' and a varied 
programme was organised. The first meeting was held on 24th 
September when Rev Scott Cameron came along to give his testimony 
and play some songs on his accordion. Before becoming a minister, 
Scott played for a while with a band called Runrig (you might have 
heard of them!) What a wonderful afternoon was had by those who 
came to the meeting that afternoon! 
 
One of our own members, Rev David Hebinton, gave a very enjoyable 
and amusing talk about his childhood in Dundee last session and, by 
unanimous demand, was asked to come back to give us the next 
episode. He will be the speaker at our meeting on the 29th October. Do 
come along and hear David's talk, entitled "Oot Again - In Again!" 
 
Our guest speaker on 26th November is Dr Morag Thow. Last year she 
had spoken at the Rural on "The Importance of Bones" and we had no 
idea what she was going to say about this. Her talk was so interesting 
and entertaining that those on the committee who had been there were 
really keen to have her come along to the Guild to give this talk again 
for the benefit of those who hadn't heard her. I want to listen to her 
again as there is so much great information and advice to take on board. 
This is one talk you really need to bring a friend or two to hear! 
 
Our December meeting is on the 17th and children from the school will 
be coming to entertain us. More on that in our next edition! 
 
Come along, bring a friend and enjoy the fellowship we have to offer! 
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                     Monthly Prayer Diary – October 2019 
 
Tue 1st “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  
1 Thessalonians 5 v 16, 17 

Wed 2nd We give thanks that “God so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3 v 16 

Thu 3rd We give thanks for our Queen and for all who serve in our 
UK Parliaments and Assemblies.  We pray at this time of 
uncertainty that You Lord, will grant peace and stability 
in decisions being made about our future role in Europe 

Fri 4th We give thanks for our Health Service, free at the point of 
need.  We pray for staff, often working in very stressful 
situations  

Sat 5th We give thanks for Messy Church being held today!  We 
give thanks for the messy fun, the message, the meal, 
and most of all, all who will attend 

Sun 6th We give grateful thanks for the freedom we have to 
attend worship today, and we pray for places around 
the world where believers are persecuted for having 
faith in the Lord Jesus 

Mon 7th We give thanks and pray for the residents who live in 
North Road and Orchard Street. 

 As we continue to pray for churches in our Presbytery, we 
pray for        Clark Memorial Church in Largs and their 
Minister Rev David Watson 

Tue 8th We give thanks for our Minister James, his wife Anna, and 
their sons, John and Alasdair.  May they feel supported 
by our love and our prayers 

Wed 9th We give thanks for Betsi, Mandy, Douglas and Brian.  We 
pray as each one continues on God’s chosen path for 
their ministry 

Thu 10th We give thanks for Carol, our Session Clerk, for our Elders, 
Team Members and all who work behind the scenes to 
aid the smooth running of our Church 

Fri 11th We give thanks that despite the desperate challenges 
they face, Christians in Syria are “shining like lights in the 
darkness”.  Ghassan, a local church leader explains, “We 
help also non Christians.  They are our neighbours.  When 
we give them a loaf of bread, the love of Christ is written 
on it.”  (Open Doors) 
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Sat 12th We give thanks that South Beach House in Ardrossan 
recently celebrated its 60th anniversary.  May it continue 
to be a happy place to stay or to visit.  (Crossreach)  

Sun 13th We give thanks for the musicians we have available to 
lead worship each Sunday.  We also give thanks for 
Hymn writers and Modern Praise worship 

Mon 14th We give thanks for residents who live in Overton Court 
and Overton Crescent.  We pray for Saltcoats North 
Parish Church and Rev Alex Noble 

Tue 15th “He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort 
others.  When they are troubled, we will be able to give 
them the same comfort God has given us.”  We give 
thanks for the Bereavement Group and the comfort that 
has been given and received there 

Wed 16th We pray for all who have lost their loved ones, homes 
and livelihoods through Natural Disasters.  We give thanks 
for Aid Agencies and Rescue Services 

Thu 17th We give thanks for Scripture Union and pray for creative 
lively groups to be set up in all our local schools 

Fri 18th Jesus, please set free the millions of people trafficked 
and enslaved into forced labour, domestic servitude, 
sexual exploitation and other terrible conditions.  We give 
thanks for CARE and other organisations campaigning 
on their behalf  

Sat 19th Prison’s Week.  We give thanks for the opportunity to 
highlight the needs of those affected by prisons, prisoners 
and their families, victims of crime and their communities, 
those working in the criminal justice system and the many 
involved in caring for those affected by crime inside and 
outside our prisons 

Sun 20th We give thanks for all who are involved in youth work 
within our church, with thanks for their commitment and 
dedication.  May they be truly blessed  

Mon 21st We give thanks and pray for the residents who live in 
Overton Drive and Pantonville Road.  We pray for Retired 
Ministers in the Presbytery 

Tue 22nd  We give thanks that You have put us into the Family of 
God.  We pray that everyone in WK may come to know 
they have a Father in heaven who loves and cares for 
them, and that He has a good plan for their life 
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Wed 23rd We pray for all we know who are unwell at this time, 
awaiting tests or results, receiving treatment.  We give 
thanks for all who care for them 

Thu 24th We give thanks for the opportunities churches have to 
help those in need through food banks, homeless 
shelters, Street Pastors, debt advice etc 

Fri 25th We give thanks for the many local businesses and farms 
in and around our village.  May they be blessed to 
prosper for the sake of the whole community  

Sat 26th We pray for all who are caught up in addiction - alcohol, 
drugs, gambling, pornography.  We give thanks for the 
hope we have in You that every captive can be set free 

Sun 27th We give thanks for the love and dedication of our door 
welcomers, tea and coffee makers, flower arrangers and 
distributors 

Mon 28th We give thanks for the residents who live in Portencross 
Road and Ritchie Street.  We pray for St Cuthbert’s 
Church in Saltcoats and Rev Sarah Nicol  

Tue 29th We give thanks and pray for all who work in our GP 
Surgery, local hospitals, Care Homes and Hospices  

Wed 30th We give thank for the support there is for those with 
mental health needs.  We would pray for more resources 
so that help will always be available at time of need 

Thu 31st   We give thanks for Light Parties and every alternative to 
Halloween.     “The light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness can never extinguish it.”           (John 1 v 5) We 
pray protection over our children out and about tonight 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – November 2019 
 

Fri 1st All Saint’s Day.  We give thanks for the saints who have 
gone before us who have encouraged us in our journey 
of faith 

Sat 2nd We give thanks for James, Anna, John and Alasdair and 
pray for every aspect of James’ ministry.  We pray also 
for Messy Church meeting today 

Sun 3rd We give thanks for our church family and pray that all will 
feel included and be part of our witness here in West 
Kilbride  

Mon 4th We give thanks and pray for all who live in St Brides Drive 
and St Brides Road.  We pray for Stevenston Ardeer 
Church linked with Livingstone, and their Minister, Rev 
Dave Sutherland  

Tue 5th We give thanks for all who serve within Ardrossan 
Presbytery.  We pray for congregations going through 
change.  May they look to the Lord to do a new thing 

Wed 6th We give thanks for the opportunities to grow and 
develop our faith in the Wednesday Fellowship Meeting 
and in House/Life Groups.  We pray for a deeper desire 
to meet together to pray and to study God’s Word 

Thu 7th We pray for our brothers and sisters around the world 
who are being persecuted for their faith in the Lord Jesus.  
We give thanks for Open Doors, Barnabas, Release 
International and other supporting agencies  

Fri 8th We give thanks that we can pray for the work of AsiaLink 
as they are concerned about their partners working in 
Kashmir at this difficult time.  We pray for their safety and 
for the whole tense situation there 

Sat 9th We give thanks for the work of Christian chaplains in 
many workplace settings.  We remember James’ ministry 
with Kilmarnock Football Club and Ardrossan Academy 

Sun 10th We give grateful thanks for all who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice for our freedom and we remember them today, 
with those who have served and those who are serving.  
May the Lord watch over and keep them safe 

Mon 11th We give thanks for the residents who live in Sandy Road 
and Sharlee Wynd.   We pray for Stevenston High Kirk 
and Rev Scott Cameron 
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Tue 12th We pray for all who are bearing the loss of a loved one.  
We give thanks that we have a Saviour who understands 
our grief and has promised to comfort us in our sorrow 

Wed 13th We give thanks for Community Chords meeting today, 
and for all the groups held in our church building.  May 
this always be a safe place to be 

Thu 14th We pray for all whose lives have been devastated by 
natural disasters.  We do give thanks for Tearfund, 
Christian Aid and other agencies, and pray for the 
financial resources to support them 

Fri 15th We give thanks for the preparations being made for the 
Winter Night Shelter run by Glasgow City Mission.  May 
the teams be able to provide the best care for those 
who find shelter there in the coldest winter nights 

Sat 16th We give thanks that a clinical trial of two new drugs to 
combat Ebola has shown promise in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.  Praise God for breakthrough, and 
pray as it is rolled out on a larger scale. (Tearfund) 

Sun 17th We give thanks for the world-wide family of God meeting 
today in huge cathedrals, church buildings, mission halls, 
school buildings etc.  We remember our twinned church, 
meeting in Emazwini in Malawi   

Mon 18th We give thanks and pray for the residents who live in 
Simpson Avenue and Snowdon Terrace.  We pray for 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan Church in Arran and their 
Minister Rev Elizabeth Watson 

Tue 19th Prayday for Schools!!  We give thanks for dedicated 
teachers and staff.  We pray for our local schools to be 
safe places of learning and support 

Wed 20th We pray for all we know who are unwell and give thanks 
for all who care for them 

Thu 21st We give thanks for the dedication of the Carers who 
work in our area to enable the frail and the elderly to 
remain in their own homes.  We pray protection on their 
travelling during these winter months   

Fri 22nd We give thanks for Bible Societies and pray for God’s 
leading as they implement the Bible Translation 
Roadmap, an ambitious 20year plan to see the Bible 
translated into 1200 new languages 

Sat 23rd We give thanks and pray for our neighbours.  May they 
see the love of Christ in us and may we be Your hands 
and Your feet in times of need 
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Sun 24th We give thanks for the new people who have come to 
live in WK and welcome especially those who have 
made WKPC their church. We pray yet for a mighty 
gathering of family, friends and neighbours turning to 
Jesus 

Mon 25th We give thanks and pray for the residents living in South  
Road and Springside.  We pray for the Presbyterial 
Council of The Guild  

Tue 26th We pray for children in care, adopted and fostered 
children.  We give thanks for families who want to care 
for them and pray for wisdom, patience and love to 
guide them through challenging situations.  

Wed 27th We give thanks and pray for our GP surgery, local 
hospitals, hospices and Care Homes. 

Thu 28th We give thanks and pray for Fr Joe and the church family 
at St Brides and pray for our brothers and sisters who 
worship in other local churches 

Fri 29th We pray for all who live in war torn areas of the world.  
We pray for all who have had to flee from their homes 
and homeland.  We give thanks for the many who have 
found Christ in the Refugee Camps 

Sat 30th St Andrews Day.  As we think of Andrew, called first 
among your disciples.  we thank you for his example to 
follow You trusting blindly in Your promises, trusting in a 
better life with You 

 
Monthly Prayer Diary – December 2019 

Sun 1st First Sunday in Advent.  Lord Jesus, You are the desire of 
every nation, You are the joy of every longing heart.  We 
pray with gratitude and anticipation for Your return 

 World AIDS Day. Dear Lord, enlighten those doing 
research, protect the healthy, calm the frightened, 
comfort the dying 

Mon 2nd We give thanks and pray for the residents who live In 
Stairlie Crescent and Summerlea Road.  We pray for 
Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church  and 
James’ role as Interim Moderator, and Brian Murray 
serving there as Locum Minister 

Tue 3rd We give thanks and pray for James, Anna, John and 
Alasdair 

Thu 4th as we make preparations for Christmas concerts, services 
and celebrations, we remember our brothers and sisters 
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in Christ who live in fear of persecution, as in North Korea, 
and have to meet in secret.   

Fri 5th We give thanks for local businesses and pray for a 
successful Yuletide season.  May they bring blessing to 
the whole community  

 
 
Praying for Streets & Presbytery – Oct - Nov 2019 
 
October 
6th North Road and Orchard Street 
 Clerk Memorial Church in Largs.  Rev David Watson 
13th Overton Court and Overton Crescent 
 Saltcoats North Parish Church.  Rev Alex Noble 
20th Overton Drive and Pantonville Road 
 We pray for Retired Ministers in the Presbytery 
27th Portencross Road and Ritchie Street 
 St Cuthbert’s Church in Saltcoats.  Rev Sarah Nicol 
 
November 
3rd St Brides Drive and St Brides Road 
 Stevenston Ardeer Church linked with Livingstone 
 Rev Dave Sutherland 
10th Sandy Road and Sharlee Wynd 
 Stevenston High Kirk.  Rev Scott Cameron 
17th Simpson Avenue and Snowdon Terrace 
 Whiting Bay and Kildonan Church in Arran 
 Rev Elizabeth Watson 
24th South Road and Springside 
         Presbytery Council of the Guild 
  
December 
2nd Stairlie Crescent and Summerlea Road 
 Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church. 

James’ role as Interim Moderator and Brian Murray serving as 
Locum Minister 
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Church Diary Dates for October & November 2019* 
*Please check the Intimations sheet each week in Church, or view them on the  

church website as meetings and details may be changed or added. 
 

1 October 9:30am     Women Who Pray - Prayer Room  
1 October 10:30am    Rendezvous 
2 October 7:00pm    Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study 
5 October 3:45 pm   Messy Church 
 
6 October 10:30am   Morning Service & Junior Church†
6 October 2:00pm   Headrigg Gardens Service 
6 October 7:00pm   Evening Service 
7 October 2:00pm     Bereavement Group - Lower Hall 
8 October 9:30am    Women Who Pray - Prayer Room  
8 October 10:00am    Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
9 October 2:00pm     Community Chords - Lower Hall 
10 October 7:00pm   Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study 
   

13 October 10:30am   Morning Service & Junior Church 
13 October 7:00pm Evening Service 
15 October 9:30am     Women Who Pray - Prayer Room 
15 October 10:00am    Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
15 October 7:30pm   Kirk Session - Lower Hall 
16 October 7:00pm   Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study 
  

20 October 10:30am   Morning Service & Junior Church 
20 October 5:00pm Family Gathering Service  
22 October 9:30am     Women Who Pray - Prayer Room 
22 October 10:00am     Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
23 October 7:00pm   Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
 

27 October 10:30am  Morning Service, Junior Church   
27 October 7:00pm  Evening Service  
29 October 9:30am   Women Who Pray - Prayer Room 
29 October 10:00am    Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
29 October 2:00pm  Guild - "Oot Again, In Again" - Lower 

Hall  
30 October 7:00pm   Wednesday Prayer Meeting 
2 November 10:15am Messy Church – WKPC 
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3 November 10:30am  Communion Service & Junior 
Church  
3 November 2:00pm Communion at Headrigg Gardens  
3 November 7:00pm  Evening Service  
4 November 2:00pm Bereavement Group - Lower Hall 
5 November 9:30am Women Who Pray - Prayer Room  
5 November 10:00am   Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
6 November 7:00pm Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study 
 

10 November 10:30am  Morning Service with Junior Church  
10 November 7:00pm  Evening Service  
12 November 9:30am Women Who Pray - Prayer Room 
12 November 10:00am    Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
12 November 7:30pm  Team Leaders Meeting - Prayer Room 
13 November 2:00pm Community Chords - Lower Hall  
13 November 7:00pm Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study
  
 

17 November 10:30am  Morning Service with Junior Church 
17 November 5:00pm  Family Gathering Service  
19 November 9:30 pm Women Who Pray - Prayer Room 
19 November 10:00am  Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
20 November 7:00pm Wednesday Fellowship & Bible Study 
23 November 7:00pm      Tearfund Quiz Night 
 

24 November 10:30am  Morning Service with Junior Church 
24 November 7:00pm Evening Service 
26 November 9:30am Women Who Pray - Prayer Room 
26 November 19:00am Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
26 November 2:00pm Guild - "The Importance of Bones" - 

Lower Hall     
26 November 7:30pm Kirk Session - Lower Hall 
27 November 7:00pm Musical Evening - Sanctuary 
 
Notes: 
* Please check the Church Intimations sheet each week, or view them on the  
church website as meetings and details may be changed or added.  
Also see the church website www.westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk  or  
WKPC Facebook https://www.facebook.com/westkilbrideparishchurch 
Twitter page https://twitter.com/WKPC or @WKPC 
 
 † Items in bold take place on a Sunday 
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Children and Communion: Youth Team Report 
Over the past few months, the Youth Team has been looking at a 
resource called “Aspirations for Ministry with Children and Young 
People in the Church of Scotland”. This resource was produced in 2018 
as part of the Year of Young People.  
We felt both encouraged and challenged by the report: encouraged that 
in the congregation we do value our youngsters and try to encourage 
them as they grow in faith; challenged to look at other ways to include 
them in all aspects of our congregational life. 
One of the challenges we discussed concerned the role of children at 
Communion services.  
We like to talk about the church family. Families are inclusive units, 
from the youngest to the oldest and at family celebrations, all are 
welcome. But that has not been our practice in relation to Communion. 
In our discussions at the Youth Team we felt that it was right to change 
this and to offer our youngsters the opportunity to share in this most 
important way of commemorating what Jesus has done for us. 
Jesus loved children and valued them for themselves, not for their age, 
experience or intellect.  
“Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of 
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19 v 14 (New Living 
Translation) 
In August the Kirk Session agreed that our young folk would be able to 
take part in Communion.  
The Youth Team will work with the Junior Church team and the 
parents and guardians of our young folk to ensure that there is 
explanation and teaching to prepare youngsters and their families for 
attending Communion services together and taking part where families 
consider this to be appropriate. After full consultation with parents and 
carers, those attending Junior Church on a Communion Sunday will 
return to the Sanctuary and sit with their families. This will then allow 
the elements to be shared or passed on, in accordance with the 
discussion which has previously taken place. 
We delight in our young folk and in their place in the church family – it 
will be a joy to see them taking part in Communion services. 
Alison Ward, Youth Team Leader 
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LOOKING UNTO JESUS 
Hebrews12 v 2 

 

Looking unto Jesus. 
When times are bad, 

And I feel sad 
I'll look to Jesus. 

 
Looking unto Jesus. 

I know He's near, 
And when I fear 
I'll look to Jesus. 

 
Looking unto Jesus. 

He is the Way. 
I must not stray 
I'll look to Jesus. 

 
Looking unto Jesus. 

He is the Light. 
He's shining bright. 

I'll look to Jesus. 
 

Looking unto Jesus. 
He's always there 
My load to bear. 
I'll look to Jesus. 

 
H.M.R. 2019 
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Crossword Clues  

Across 
1  The sixth disciple (Matthew 10:3) (11)  
9 ‘and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the — —’ (Matthew 6:13) 
(4, 3)  
10 Love intensely (Song of Songs 1:4) (5)  
11 From Mt Carmel to Jezreel, Elijah — all the way (1 Kings 18:46) (3)  
13 One of the Midianite leaders who was captured and killed after Gideon’s 
victory in the valley near Moreh (Judges 7:25) (4)  
16 Metallic element (4)  
17 At line (anag.) (6)  
18 ‘Cursed is everyone who is — on a tree’ (Galatians 3:13) (4)  
20 Where Samson killed a thousand Philistines with a donkey’s jawbone (Judges 
15:14) (4) 
21 He succeeded Moses (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)  
22 ‘When he saw him, he took — on him’ (Luke 10:33) (4)  
23 ‘For — is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction’ (Matthew 
7:13) (4)  
25 ‘The god of this — has blinded the minds of unbelievers’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) 
(3)  
28 Fear or terror (Psalm 31:22) (5)  
29 ‘We, who are many, are one body, for we all — of the one loaf’ (1 Corinthians 
10:17) (7)  
30 Assyrian ruler assassinated by his sons while worshipping his god Nisroch (2 
Kings 19:37) (11) 

 
Down 
2  ‘For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made — ’ (1 Corinthians 15:22) 
(5) 
3  ‘After supper he — the cup’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (4)  
4  The request of a man of Macedonia in Paul’s vision: ‘Come — to Macedonia 
and help us’ (Acts 16:9) (4)  
5  He disobeyed his father Judah by refusing to impregnate his dead brother’s 
wife (Genesis 38:9) (4)  
6  I veto me (anag.) (7)  
7  Fourth king of Judah (1 Kings 15:24) (11)  
8  Priest of God Most High, who blessed Abram (Genesis 14:18) (11)  
12 ‘I have made you — — for the Gentiles’ (Acts 13:47) (1,5)  
14 Implore (1 Samuel 15:25) (3)  
15 ‘Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the — , something sweet’ (Judges 
14:14) (6)  
19 ‘I am the most ignorant of men; I do — — 
 a man’s understanding’ (Proverbs 30:2) (3,4)  
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20 ‘Sin shall not be your master, because you are not under — , but under grace’ 
(Romans 6:14) (3)  
24 Native of, say, Baghdad (5)  
25 The last word in the Bible (Revelation 22:21) (4)  
26 Heroic tale (4)  
27 ‘Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you — ’ (John 8:32) (4) 
 

 

 
 

Answers are on the bottom of page 27 
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ACROSS: 1. Bartholomew. 9, Evil one. 10, Adore. 11, Ran. 13, Oreb. 16, Zinc. 
17, Entail. 18, Hung. 20, Lehi. 21, Joshua. 22, Pity. 23, Wide. 25, Age. 28, 
Alarm. 29, Partake. 30, Sennacherib.  
 
DOWN: 2, Alive. 3, Took. 4, Over. 5, Onan. 6, Emotive. 7, Jehoshaphat. 8, 
Melchizedek. 12, A light. 14, Beg. 15, Strong. 19, Not have. 20, Law. 24, Iraqi. 
25, Amen. 26, Epic. 27, Free. 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Colin McDougall has climbed all the Munroes 
Here he is with wife Barbara on Schiehallion in Perthshire 

His final Munro. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


