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Minister’s Letter 
 

Easter Thoughts 
 
Sometimes it seems like Easter is in the shadow of 
Christmas - or certainly our society sees it that way. 
 
Whilst the build up to Christmas starts early in November 
with the shops stocking their Christmas items from then, 
Easter is a little more under the radar - sneaking up after 
Valentine's Day and Mother's Day. 
 
Whilst Christmas is about the full turkey dinner, the 
advent calendar and the selection box; Easter has to 
make do with chocolate eggs and hot cross buns. 
 
But although society sees Christmas as more important, 
that is not the case in the church or for the Christian. 
 
We, of course, celebrate Christmas as we think about 
Jesus coming into the world - and the amazing miracle 
that this was. 
 
We think of God's love that he would send his only Son 
into the world as the Saviour of the world. 
 
But Easter is the climax of all this. This is when Jesus 
goes to the cross to pay for our sin, to turn aside the 
wrath of God against our sin - and to defeat death and 
the evil one. 
 
Jesus is willing to do this at the cross. He is willing to do 
this for us. 
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That is why Good Friday is called Good Friday - because 
God, in his goodness, does this for us. 
 
But the cross is not the end. Because the cross is an 
empty cross - symbolising that Jesus rose again to new 
life - new life in which we share when we believe and 
trust in him. 
 
The Easter story - the cross and resurrection - are 
fundamental in the Christian faith. Without them, there is 
no faith at all! Without them, there is no forgiveness and 
no life! 
 
So, this Easter, let us stand and survey the wonderous 
cross. Let us give thank to the Lord for all his goodness to 
us there. Let us praise him for his love that he was willing 
to send his Son to die for us. 
 
Let us marvel that on the third day, he rose again to new 
life. 
 
And as we survey the cross, may we join with the hymn 
writer who says: 
   
  We sing the praise of him who died, 
  Of him who died upon the cross; 
  The sinner's hope let men deride, 
  For this we count the world but loss. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
James 
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Church Register 
 
 
 

The following people have passed away recently. 
Please remember their families in your prayers: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
James Graham,  Avondale Road, died 8th January 2019. 
 
Nathan Marc Wilson,  born asleep, 13th January 2019. 
 
Jim Bunting,  Latterly Abbotsford Nursing Home, died 27th 

January 2019. 
 
Anne Jack,  Saltcoats, died 4th February 2019. 
 
Ann Paton Robertson, Highthorne Cresecent, died 6th February 2019. 
 
Norman Roberts,  Lawfield Avenue, died 15th February 2019 
 
Lily Hamilton,  Latterly Hutton Park Nursing Home, died 18th 

February 2019. 
 
Vera Adams,  Hunterston Road, died 3rd March 2019. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Well, we're now into Lent and I've not given anything up but, 
instead, I'm taking the opportunity to come along to Church at 12 
noon each day (when I can) to join with others to pray for our 
community. If you would like to do the same, please come for 
half an hour, Mondays to Saturdays, during Lent. No matter if 
you haven't been before, it's not too late to start! 
 

It is good to see that some of our young people are going off to 
Scripture Union Camp at the beginning of April. Please pray for 
them and for the leaders. It is so encouraging to have so many 
young people in our Church family and we give thanks for the 
blessing they bring. We are also blessed with all the leaders and 
volunteers who help with Seedlings, Junior Church, XLR8 and 
Messy Church. If you would like to volunteer to help please 
speak to Alison Ward.   
 

Kirkgate Church doesn't have a young people's ministry and I 
really miss that on a Sunday morning. Brian intends to make the 
Palm Sunday service a Family Service and has asked the 
congregation to bring children along, so please pray that this will 
be the start of a children's ministry in Kirkgate. Please pray for all 
the churches in our Presbytery that don't have any young people 
and, of course, for those that do. 
 

Were you at the Ceilidh we held last year when our Malawian 
visitors were here? If you were, you know what great fun we all 
had. If you weren't, the good news is that our Youth Team are 
planning to have a Ceilidh in June in the Village Hall. Look out 
for details later. The tickets went quickly for the last one so 
please ask anyone on the Youth Team if you want your name on 
the list! 
 

The Community Choir Spring Concert will be held in the Church 
on Saturday 27th April. We have been working hard on the 
programme, so please support us. Tickets at £5 each are on sale 
now from any choir member. At the time of writing, a decision 
has still to be made about charity the money is going to.  
         Deirdre Murray 
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SESSION SNIPPETS 

 
Kirk Session met on 29th January, commencing with ‘The Lord’s 
My Shepherd’ and a reading from Hebrews 10:19-25, followed 
by a time of open prayer. The Minister noted how the writer to 
the Hebrews assures us we can draw near to God without fear, 
and tells us to meet togetherand encourage one other. These 
are key lessons in our year of discipleship and echo the role to 
be played by elders.  
 
The Minister then led a tribute to Elma McFadyen, reminding us 
of her many talents in baking, country dancing, organisation and 
eldership. A full account will be provided in the Minutes. 
 
At each Session, elders discuss a thought-provoking article, 
which on this occasion was Four Key Attitudes that Are Killing 
Church Attendance by Thom Rainer. The author identified four 
main reasons given by non-attenders, namely: ‘church 
membership is not biblical’, ‘we are part of a church primarily to 
get our needs met’, ‘church leaders do not set a sufficiently good 
example’ and ‘the expectation of faithful church attendance is 
legalistic’. Whilst elders did not agree with all the author’s points, 
we did acknowledge that attendance was adversely affected by 
practical issues such as competing activities on Sunday 
mornings and attitudinal issues associated with commitment and 
taste. The Minister observed that there may be practical 
solutions to practical issues, but that attitudinal issues need to be 
addressed more deeply, for example through discipling. 
 
We then turned to reports from Team leaders. On behalf of the 
Youth Team, Alison Ward requested support of up to £350 to 
enable children and a leader to attend the Scripture Union camp 
at Lendrickmuir in April, and this was granted. She also noted 
that children were becoming restive during the bible reading and 
suggested they should instead leave beforehand, but return for 
the final hymn and blessing. This was agreed. 
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For the People and Policy Team, Colin McDougall provided an 
update on safeguarding training for members working with 
vulnerable groups. He also reported the completion of PAT 
testing for all 80 electrical appliances in the church, which has 
brought us closer to fulfilling our Fire Testing Plan.   
 
For the Fabric Team, Billy McFarland noted the urgency of 
undertaking repairs to the exterior of the rose window and the 
possibility of surfacing the lane alongside the church. A quote of 
£8,400 for the rose window was approved with immediate effect, 
and it was agreed to obtain additional quotes for road surfacing 
and consider them at a subsequent meeting.  Fortunately, in light 
of the above, a report from the Finance Team was tabled, 
showing a modest surplus in the current account. 
 
The ‘Team Focus’ for this meeting was selected by the Mission 
and Discipleship Team on the topic of ‘what can elders do to 
encourage people to engage with the Year of Discipleship?’ We 
felt that, our year of ‘mission’ had been broadly about reaching 
out to the community, whereas ‘discipleship’ should centre on 
helping church members grow together. The discussion revolved 
around how we might (a) make the church more welcoming, (b) 
build upon existing resources such as the library and bookstall, 
and (c) foster spiritual maturity. 
 
We then revisited a previous discussion about the use of plastic 
communion cups. We are keen to reduce our use of plastic, but 
also concerned about the additional work in sterilising and 
cleaning glass cups. We agreed that, once we have used up our 
current stocks, we will trial compostable cups which appear to be 
more environment-friendly. 
 
Finally, we considered the need to seek greater clarity over the 
refurbishment of the church hall and to commit this to prayer, 
and discussed the possibility of providing a shuttle bus to help 
less mobile members attend services. The meeting closed by 
saying the Grace. 

Paul Selman 
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NEWS FROM THE YOUTH TEAM 
 

If you come to church on the first Saturday of the month, you will 
find the Lower Hall, the kitchen and the Sanctuary full of noise, 
activity and people of all ages having fun together as they learn 
about the Good News of Jesus Christ. This is Messy Church – 
and if you’d like to visit some Saturday and see it in action, you 
will be made very welcome! 
 

We are blessed with a great team of volunteers who organise 
each session in advance, prepare the crafts, shop for the food, 
make a meal for everyone to enjoy and don’t mind learning 
action songs and taking part in dramatised stories from the Bible 
– take a bow Donald and Noah! Messy Church could not take 
place without everyone’s contribution.  
 

But we need more help!  

• The planning team of Anne Fitzsimmons, Colin McDougall, 

Betsi Thane and Alison Ward needs another person who 

could join us to organise the themes and activities each 

month.  

• We need more people willing to help in the kitchen and, 

especially, a small group willing to do the Food Hygiene 

course.  

• Colin ends up organising the games each month: is there 

someone in the congregation who could do that from time 

to time?  

If you feel called to help with these or any of the Messy Church 
activities, please speak to Anne Fitzsimmons or Alison Ward – 
we love volunteers and don’t believe in twisting arms! 
 

And of course, we can all play a vital part in the work of Messy 
Church by praying for each event. We are so grateful to God that 
families, many of whom have little or no church connection, 
enjoy coming and being part of the wider church family in West 
Kilbride.       Alison Ward 

Youth Team Leader 
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The Lord's My Shepherd 

 
The minute I wake, Lord, You're name fills my mind, 

A new day is here, Lord, who knows what I'll find. 

But You are my Shepherd, who makes me down lie 

In greenest of pastures 'neath beautiful sky. 

My soul You restore as by waters You lead, 

My righteousness sure as me daily You feed. 

No evil I fear as You comfort and guide, 

As Your Word I do heed You protect and provide. 

Even death is a shadow as You walk by my side 

Your table before me, in Your Presence I hide. 

My cup overflows as my head You anoint 

With the oil of Your mercy, my path You appoint. 

With love and with goodness my life You doth fill 

With Your constant Presence as I walk in Your will. 

When the days I've been given are over and done 

I will dwell in Your house, Lord, forever, Amen. 

 
Barbara Wallace 
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Yours Sincerely 
 

My name is Lynne Seal, and years ago I was given the title 
Prayer Co-ordinator for this church.  It’s me that puts the 
Prayer Diaries into Church Matters; I decorate the Prayer 
Room; and I often lead the Women Who Pray meeting on 
Tuesdays. 
 
I was born in Oldham in Lancashire.  I was married to Frank 
in 1972 and we have two lovely children, Jenny and John.  
Frank and I are no longer together but we share the joy of 
two very fun little grand-daughters Grace and Bethia. 
 
I would say that I gave my heart to the Lord when I was just 
a little girl.  Someone gave me a book and on the back page 
was the song “In the Bleak Mid-Winter.”  I can really 
remember singing my heart out, “What can I give him, poor 
as I am. If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb…Yet what 
I can I give him.  Give my heart”   I have to say though, that I 
let go of God’s hand many times, but I know now that He 
never let go of mine. 
 
I let go of His hand big-time when Frank was transferred to 
ICI in Stevenston in 1980.  I did not want to come, and life 
became very difficult for us all as a family.  I did try both 
Overton and St Andrews churches in the village at that time, 
but (probably because my heart was so hard) I found both 
places cold and unwelcoming.  And there began my 11 years 
of “being in the wilderness.”  I loved my family and the 
friends I was making, but I hated living here and anything my 
husband tried to do only brought joy for a very short while. 
 
I left school at 15 with no qualifications, but in the late 1980s 
I was encouraged by a friend to go to Ardrossan Academy 
and study English.  I loved it and built up enough 
qualifications to apply to be a student nurse at Crosshouse 
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Hospital.  Nursing had been a long forgotten dream but 
eventually there I was, at 40, living that dream! My bedside 
manner though, left much to be desired at times, and every 
time I drove to Crosshouse I longed to continue on down the 
road back home to Oldham. 
 
In 1991, dear Judy Thomson told me that Billy Graham was 
coming to Glasgow and, in that moment, I knew I had to see 
him. 
 
On the night when Billy Graham gave “the call” I didn’t feel 
anything, and I was so disappointed.  But then, I felt a heat 
all over me and I heard a voice within me: “What have you 
got to lose, you are so unhappy?”   Literally my chains fell off 
and my heart was free; I rose, went forth and followed Thee.  
Hallelujah! 
 
In an instant my life was changed.  I cried buckets.  The next 
day as I drove to and from Crosshouse I saw, as if for the 
first time, all the beauty that surrounds us here: Arran, 
flowers, beautiful, beautiful scenery and within a very short 
time I could say that I really loved this place.  Thanks be to 
God. 
 
The Lord has had to deal with so much in my life since that 
time. And the process continues.  Pride is the big thing He is 
working on at the moment. But with each passing year I learn 
more about how much He loves me.  A new song I have 
recently heard and come to love is called, “Lord, I’m amazed 
by You.”  The words just blow me away – “How wide, how 
deep, how great is Your love for me.”  And my prayer is that 
everyone, anyone, who reads this will come to know that 
Jesus loves you like that too. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Lynne Seal 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – April 2019 
 

Mon 1st We pray for the residents who live in Bowfield 
Road and Burnside Place 

 Beith Parish Church, their Minister Rev 
Roderick Macdonald and Fiona Blair  

Tue 2nd We pray for our Minister James, Anna his wife 
and their sons John and Alasdair.  We pray 
for their times together as a family and for 
protection for James as he travels to Ethiopia 
from 7 – 12th April with Compassion UK 

Wed 3rd We pray for all we know who are unwell, 
awaiting test results or having treatment, and 
for their loved ones who care for them 

Thu 4th We give thanks for this lovely time of year and 
for the beauty we can see all around us.  We 
give thanks for longer days and for new life. 

Fri 5th Please pray for fatherless children growing up 
in Britain, especially in socially deprived areas 
where they lack positive role models. Pray for 
those at risk of being drawn into gangs and 
led astray, underachieving at school and 
experiencing other problems. (CARE) 

Sat 6th We pray for all who will attend Messy Church 
today.  May they feel part of our church 
family.  We give thanks for all the teamwork 
and preparation done behind the scenes 

Sun 7th “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone – for Kings and those in authority, 
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.” 1 Tim 2 v 1 & 2 

Mon 8th We pray for the residents who live in Caldwell 
Road &Carlung Place 
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 Brodick Church linked with Corrie linked with 
Lochranza and Pirnmill linked with Shiskine, 
Minister Rev Angus Adamson and Parish 
Assistant,  Mrs Jean Hunter 

Tue 9th Give thanks that Glasgow City Mission have 
been able to increase the number of street 
outreach shifts each week.  Please pray that 
this will help in building relationships of trust 
with those who are sleeping rough or begging 

Wed 10th We give thanks and pray for Community 
Chords on today, for the Bereavement Group, 
Christ’s Crafts and the many activities taking 
place within our building week by week.  We 
pray for Stephen in the office and Jim and Lee 
who work behind the scenes to prepare for 
each gathering 

Thu 11th We remember pupils at schools and the many 
pressures they face these days.  We 
especially pray for those preparing for exams 

Fri 12th We pray for all who are grieving the loss of 
someone they have loved dearly.  Lord, we 
thank you that You know that pain of loss and 
that You have promised to comfort all who 
mourn.   

Sat 13th We pray for the Persecuted Church and all 
who suffer because of their faith in the Lord 
Jesus.  May they be given grace and wisdom 
that we know nothing of to stand firm in all 
their trials 

Sun 14th “Rejoice, rejoice, people of Zion!  Shout for 
joy, you people of Jerusalem!  Look, Your 
king is coming to you! He comes triumphant 
and victorious, but humble and riding on a 
donkey – on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  
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Zechariah 9 v 9 (Good News Bible).  Let us 
rejoice today ! 

Mon 15th We pray for the residents in Castle Drive, 
Castle View and Chapleton Cottage 

 We pray for Readers in Ardrossan Presbytery 
including our Brian Murray, who is Locum at 
Kirkgate Church  

Tue 16th Lord, grant us the faith to know You and love 
You.  May we walk closely beside You this 
week and follow Your example of patience 
and humility. 

Wed 17th When the road we walk is rocky, when we feel 
betrayed, when we stumble, sometimes we 
get lost, Lord, You are always faithful.  Give 
us strength we pray, to follow Your example 

Thu 18th Lord God, You sent Your Son into the world.  
And before His hour had come He washed 
His disciple’s feet.  He was their teacher and 
their Lord, yet He washed their feet.  Lord 
God, help us to learn from His example so 
that the world will know that we are His 
disciples and we love one another 

Fri 19th “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have everlasting life.”         
John 3 v16 

Sat 20th Lord God, it seemed like it was all over.  
Jesus was in the grave.  Teach us that death 
is not the end.  Teach us to live, knowing that 
our hope is in You. 

Sun 21st “He is not here; he has risen, just as he said” 
Matthew 28 v 6.  Hallelujah!! 

Mon 22nd We pray for the residents living in Chapleton 
Lane and Chapleton Mains 
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 Largs St John’s linked with Cumbrae Parish 
Church, Rev Jonathan Fleming 

Tue 23rd Pray for the Indian General Election between 
April and May to go smoothly.  May it pave 
the way for a more stable future for Kashmir, 
and that it would lead to a reduction in Hindu 
nationalism and violence against Christians 
and other minorities.  (Asia Link) 

Wed 24th We pray for Open Doors, Release 
International, Barnabas and other agencies 
working to support Christians living in difficult 
situations 

Thu 25th We give thanks and pray for the staff who 
work in our local GP surgery, local hospitals, 
Care Homes and hospices 

Fri 26th We pray for all who are struggling with 
addiction, drugs, alcohol, gambling, 
pornography, and the impact it has on family 
life 

Sat 27th We pray as the final preparations are being 
made for Keswick Ayrshire to be held in 
Kilmarnock next month 

Sun 28th “And what does the Lord require of you?  To 
act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.”Micah 6 v 8. 

Mon 29th We pray for the residents living in Chapleton 
Road and Coldstream 

 Dalry St Margaret’s Church, Interim 
Moderator and Locum Minister Rev Marion 
Howie 

Tue 30th We bring before God all the places in the 
world where there is conflict and pray for all 
who have lost any hope of peace in their 
lifetime 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – May 2019 
 

Wed 1st We pray for our Minister James, Anna, John and 
Alasdair.  We pray for Betsi also.  May they all 
feel supported by our love and ourprayers 

Thu 2nd Please pray for the people of Yemen.  The nation 
has been devastated after nearly 4 years of 
conflict.  Please pray for Tearfund’s partners 
working tirelessly in very difficult circumstances to 
reach those suffering the most. 

Fri 3rd We pray for all our local schools and especially 
remember children who are sitting exams 

Sat 4th Messy Church today!  May everyone who attends 
feel loved and valued 

Sun 5th “We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy 
deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he 
has done.”  Psalm 78 v 4                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Mon 6th We pray for the residents who live in Corse Street 
and Corse Terrace 

 We pray for the congregation of Dalry Trinity 
Church and their Minister Rev Martin Thomson 

Tue 7th Please pray for young people who struggle with 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) to be able 
to share their anxiety with supportive teachers 
and workers in school, and please pray for more 
volunteers to lead SU groups in schools 

Wed 8th We pray for all who are bereaved and give thanks 
that nothing is hidden from our God who loves us 
with an everlasting love 

Thu 9th We give thanks for this Year of Discipleship and 
pray for an increase in our desire to journey 
together to share and encourage each other in 
our faith    

Fri 10th We pray for politicians and all who have been 
involved in Brexit negotiations.  May there now be 
a real desire for unity.  May they seek godly 
wisdom and integrity 
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Sat 11th We pray for all who struggle with Mental Health 
issues.  May help be available at every point of 
need 

Sun 12th Christian Aid Week “Dear children, let us not love 
with words or tongue but with actions and in 
truth.”  1John 3 v 18. 

Mon 13th We pray for the residents who live in Corsehill 
Drive &Crauford Ave 

 Largs St Columba’s Church linked with Fairlie.  
We pray as they welcome their new Minister, and 
remember Interim Moderator Rev Alan Ward and 
Locum Rev Andrew Black 

Tue14th We pray for all who have lost their family, friends, 
homes and livelihoods because of Natural 
Disasters, or changes in weather patterns 

Wed 15th We pray for all who will go to bed hungry tonight 
because of poverty 

Thu 16th We remember all who live in war torn countries, 
remembering especially the children 

Fri 17th We give thanks for Missionaries, Aid Agencies, 
Rescue Workers who leave the comforts of home 
to bring light into dark places in the world 

Sat 18th The Church of Scotland General Assembly opens 
today. We pray for the Moderator Rev Colin 
Sinclair and for all who will attend 

Sun 19th “If my people who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land.”  2 Chron 7 v 14 

Mon 20th We pray for the residents who live in Crosbie 
Drive &Cubrieshaw Drive 

 We continue to pray for The General Assembly 
Tue 21st We give thanks for Rendezvous and pray for 

good times of fellowship. Bless all who serve and 
the drivers who make it possible for folk to attend 
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Wed 22nd We give thanks that around 5.6 billion people now 
have access to a Bible in their language.  But please 
pray as still over half of the languages spoken around 
the world have no Scriptures at all.  (Scottish Bible 
Society) 

Thu 23rd We pray that in our Year of Discipleship God will 
inspire and enable us to reach out into our community 
with His love and care 

Fri 24th We give thanks for the hard work done - often behind 
the scenes - by Carol our Session Clerk, our Elders 
and Team members  

Sat 25th We give thanks and pray for staff in our GP Surgery, 
local schools, council workers, carers, local 
businesses, police and rescue services.  Lord, please 
help us to appreciatethem.  May they know we are 
Christians by our love 

Sun 26th “Let joy be your continual feast.  Make your life a 
prayer.  And in the midst of everything be always 
giving thanks, for this is God’s perfect plan for you in 
Christ Jesus.”  1 Thess 5 v 16 - 18 (The Passion 
Bible) 

Mon 27th We pray for the residents who live in Cubrieshaw 
Park and Cubrieshaw Street 

 Kilbirnie Auld Kirk, Interim Moderator; Rev Jeanette 
Whitecross, Locum;  Mr Archie Currie 

Tue 28th We pray for all who are unwell, waiting for tests or 
results, having treatment or who suffer with long term 
pain or difficulty 

Wed 29th We continue to pray protection over our young people 
and for opportunities to reach them with the love of 
Jesus 

Thu 30th  The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, is 
inviting Christians around the world to pray as one for 
people to know Jesus Christ from today Ascension 
Day, to Pentecost 9thJune(thykingdomcome.global) 

Fri 31st We pray for everyone who will attend Keswick 
Ayrshire this weekend 
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Praying for our streets;  
31st March – 2nd June 2019 

 

March  
31  Bowfield Rd and Burnside Place 
 

April   
7th  Caldwell Rd and Carlung Place 
14th  Castle Drive, Castle View and Chapleton Cottage 
21st  Chapleton Lane and Chapleton Mains 
28th  Chapleton Road and Coldstream 
 
May 
5th  Corse Street and Corse Terrace 
12th  Corsehill Drive and Craufurd Avenue 
19th  Crosbie Drive and Cubrieshaw Drive 
26th  Cubrieshaw Park and Cubrieshaw Street 
 

June 
2nd  Cumbrae Place and Drummilling Drive 
 
 

The PrayerChain 

 
It is a while since the prayerchain has been mentioned in 
Church Matters, so here is a little reminder about how it 
works and to ask you to consider if this is something you feel 
you could be a part of.  The telephone number is 
07826652331 and it is a good SOS number to type into your 
mobile phone, just to have it there. 
 
Nowadays, we only manage the prayerchain through mobile 
phones.  I usually keep the phone and when I receive a 
prayer request I send it to the 26 people on the chain.  All 
they have to do is pray.  They do not need to pass it onto 
anyone and in fact we ask that the information is treated 
sensitively.  I always feel I have to state here that the prayer 
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chain is not a ‘hot gossip’ line, and in the six years we have 
been active, to my knowledge that has not been the case.  
 
If you would want to send a prayer request, you do not need 
to give a lot of information, especially if you want to keep it 
confidential.  More information is good, but, ‘My friend needs 
your prayers,’ would suffice, as God knows who it is and we 
don’t need to know. 
 
If you are thinking maybe this is something you would like to 
be involved in, please text the prayerchain number or speak 
to me. 
 
God hasn’t always answered our prayers in the ways we 
would have hoped, but we believe in His Sovereign will and 
He knows what He is doing.  When we started, one of our 
first prayer requests was for a 7 year old little girl with a 
serious kidney condition.  Through the years her name has 
cropped up again, but I enquired after her a short time ago 
and she is well following a kidney transplant and she is doing 
well at school.  Thanks be to God! 
 
We have seen miraculous answers to prayers.  We have 
prayed for house moves, job interviews, illness obviously, 
and even an UBER taxi lost in London when someone was 
trying to get to a hospital appointment!  My own son-in-law 
became seriously ill one evening in February.  He lives in 
Norwich and all I could do was pray.  How thankful I was for 
the prayerchain over those difficult days, knowing that others 
were standing beside us as a family in prayer.  Thankfully, he 
is on the road to recovery. 
 
When troubles come, as they surely do, please remember 
the prayer chain.  We will gladly pray for you.  We count it a 
privilege.         Lynne Seal  
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A PRAYER FOR FATHERS 
 

God bless fathers, all fathers, old and young. 
 

Bless the new father, holding his son or daughter in his arms 
for the first time. (Steady his trembling, Lord, make his arms 
strong.) Give him the ambition and strength to provide for its 
physical needs but, even more, give him the love and 
common sense to provide for its hungering heart. 
 

Give him the time and the will to be its friend. Give him 
wisdom, give him patience, give him justice and discipline. 
 

Make him a hero in his youngster's eyes, so that the word 
Father will always mean a person to be respected, a fair and 
mighty man. 
  

And God bless older fathers too. Fathers who are weary of 
working for their young. Fathers who are sometimes 
disappointed, discouraged. Fathers whose children don't 
always turn out the way they'd hoped; fathers of children who 
seem thoughtless, ungrateful, critical, children who rebel. 
 

Bless those fathers, Lord. Comfort them. 
 

And stay close to all these fathers when they must tell sons 
and daughters goodbye. When kids leave home, going off to 
college, or to marry, or to war - fathers need to be steadied in 
their trembling then too, Lord. (Mothers aren't the only ones 
who cry.) 
 

You, our Heavenly Father, must surely understand these 
earthly fathers well. 
 

We so often disappoint You, rebel against You, fail to thank 
You, turn away from You. So, in Your infinite love (and 
infinite experience!) bless fathers, all fathers, young and old. 

Marjory Holmes 
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Administration – an Acrostic 
 
Did you realise that administration was a gift of the Holy 
Spirit? (1 Cor. 12:28) 
 
All spiritual gifts work in common accord, 

Different types of service all come from one Lord: 

Miracle workers may only rarely be found, 

Inspirational apostles may be thin on the ground, 

Not every member can be a prophet or teacher, 

Interpretation of tongues requires a very rare creature, 

Spirit-given messages are revealed to but a few – 

Thankfully, most of us are given lesser tasks to do! 

Routine gifts of the Spirit may not set the world aflame, 

Administration in particular receives scant acclaim 

Though rotas, forms and spreadsheets don’t fill up by themselves. 

If you find a church with orderly pigeon-holes and shelves, 

Operating smoothly like a finely tuned machine 

No doubt a gifted administrator toils away unseen. 

Harry Hunter 
 

Scottish Bible Society 

 

I received a letter from the Scottish Bible Society which included 
this story from a Syrian woman. 
 
 “On Christmas Day 2013, I was captured and taken prisoner by 
Al-Queda in Syria. For the first two years, together with my 
mother, we were always being moved around to several places 
(mostly very scary and dark) and often passed on to and held by 
several different Islamist groups. They constantly referred to us 
as “You Christian dogs”. 
 
The last place we were held was underground and in the 
dark.While we were there, another woman in captivity with us 



Page 24 

gave birth. She was there with her other two children. I would tell 
them Bible stories and sing songs for them. 
 
The guards would keep saying that if we turned to Islam, we 
could go free that very day. We always refused. Our faith in 
Christ kept us strong. 
 
After a long time, they began to wonder why we wouldn't 
renounce our Christianity. One asked us to tell them what we 
believed in, and I said that if I had a Bible, I could show them. 
 
Somehow, from somewhere, one of the guards found a Bible, 
and we told them about our faith.  
 
We tried also with our lives to show them what Christian faith 
really is. I had the opportunity to testify of Jesus' love, and that 
God loves all people. This was something they had never heard 
of. 
 
It was clear to us that God was with us from day-to-day. I feel 
that as I came into this situation, I was given the opportunity to 
tell about Jesus, his death for us, and his love. 
 
I experienced that God protected us from evil people who didn't 
wish any good for us. God kept us through all this difficult time. 
And he used us as witnesses! 
 
I constantly felt that Jesus told me,” You are going to get out of 
this and through all the difficult things”. Psalm 51 became 
especially important to me during this time, with the prayer “Be 
merciful to me, O God!” 
 
It was a joy, before our release, to hear the guards say, “we have 
learned to love Jesus because of you”. Now I spend my time with 
the Bible Society, working with people who have suffered the 
same trauma as me. We help them to move forward in life. 

Helen Ferguson  
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Only a Little Sparrow 

Fear you not therefore, you are of more value than many sparrows.” 
Matthew 10:31 

 

I'm only a little sparrow, 
A bird of low degree; 
My life is of little value, 
But the dear Lord cares for me. 
 

I know there are many sparrows -  
All over the world they are found; 
But our Heavenly Father knoweth  
When one of us falls to the ground. 
 

Tho' small, we are not forgotten; 
Tho' weak we are never afraid; 
For we know that the dear Lord keepeth 
The life of the creatures He made. 
 
I just fold my wings at nightfall, 
Wherever I happen to be; 
For the Father is always watching, 
And no harm can happen to me. 
 

I am only a little sparrow, 
A bird of low degree;  
But I know that the Father loves me; 
Dost thou know His love for thee? 
 

“Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them 
is forgotten before God?”  
Luke 12:26 

Author Unknown 

 

 
 

  



Page 26 

KNIT FOR PEACE 
 

Mary Jack is now our contact person for Knit For Peace. She is 
delighted that she was able to send off a huge parcel recently. 
Please do keep knitting - all items are gratefully received by the 
charity and passed on to those in greatest need. 

 
Guild 

 

By the time you read this the Guild will have had their closing 
lunch at the Hydro. What a wonderful 2018 - 2019 session we've 
had. You will have read about our syllabus up until the end of 
January and the February and March meetings were also varied 
and interesting.  
 

On 5th March we were entertained by the children from West 
Kilbride Primary School with a variety of Scottish songs, poems 
and music. Well done to the children and their teachers, who 
patiently teach them all this. 
Helen Ferguson came along on the 19th March and told us of 
her time spent working in Yorkhill Children's Hospital. Her very 
interesting talk was accompanied by slides, bringing the stories 
to life. 
 
"The Road and the Miles" was the title of Rev David Hebenton's 
talk on the 5th March. He told us of his life growing up in Dundee 
and brought back many memories to us of the way things used 
to be. It was such an entertaining and funny talk that we all want 
to hear the next episode, so we'll be asking David back to talk to 
us next session! 
 

On 19th March we had the ladies of "Singing For Fun" along to 
entertain us. They sang a good variety of songs and gave out 
song sheets so that we could join in many of the songs. Thanks 
to Margaret McCrorie and her merry group! 
 

The Committee will meet during the holidays to make up the 
syllabus for the 2019 - 2020 session, so look out for a great 
programme. If you've never been before, do join us. You won't 
regret it!        Deirdre Murray 
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Diary Dates for April and May 2019 
 

'Blessing our Community through Lent'  

Mon - Sat, 12:00 Noon - 12:30 in the Sanctuary, ends on Thursday 18 April. 
 
 

1 April 2:00 PM Bereavement Group - Lower Hall 
2 April 9:30 AM Women who Pray - Prayer Room 
2 April 10:00 AM Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
2 April 6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Club Room 
3 April 7:00 PM Wednesday Fellowship - Prayer Room 
6 April 10:15 AM Messy Church - WKPC 
 
7 April 10:30 AM Morning Service with Holiday Club 
7 April 2:00 PM Headrigg Gardens Service 
9 April 9:30 AM Women who Pray- Prayer Room 
9 April 10:00 AM Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
10 April 2:00 PM      Community Chords - Lower Hall 
10 April 6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Club Room 
10 April 7:00 PM Wednesday Fellowship - Prayer Room 
11 April 10:00 AM Christ's Crafts - Lower Hall 
 
14 April 10:30 AM Palm Sunday with Holiday Club 
15 April 7:30 PM Holy Week Reflection - Sanctuary 
16 April 9:30 AM Women who Pray - Prayer Room 
16 April 10:00 AM Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
16 April 6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Club Room 
16 April 7:30 PM Holy Week Reflection - Sanctuary 
17 April 7:30 PM Holy Week Reflection – Sanctuary 
18 April 7:30 PM Maundy Thursday Communion Service - Sanctuary 
19 April 1.30 PM Law Hill Carry the Cross – meet at the church 
19 April 7:30 PM Good Friday Service - Sanctuary  
 
21 April 10:30 PM Easter Sunday Family Service 
23 April 9:30 AM Women who Pray - Prayer Room 
23 April 10:00 AM Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
23 April 6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Club Room 
24 April 7:00 PM  Wednesday Fellowship - Prayer Room 
25 April 10:00 AM    Christ's Crafts - Lower Hall 
 
28 April 10:30 AM Morning Service with Junior Church and XLR8 
28 April 10:30 AM Annual Stated Church Meeting - follows the Morning Service 
28 April 7:00 PM Evening Service 
30 April 9:30 AM Women who Pray - Prayer Room 
30 April 10:00 AM Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
30 April 6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Club Room 
1 May 7:00 AM Wednesday Fellowship - Prayer Room 
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4 May 10:15 PM Messy Church - WKPC 
5 May 10:30 AM Morning Service with Junior Church and XLR8 
5 May 2:00 PM Afternoon Service - Headrigg Gardens 
7 May 7:00 PM  Evening Service- The Gathering 
7 May 9:30 AM Women who Pray - Prayer Room 
7 May 10:00 AM Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
7 May 6:00 PM Waist Watchers – Club Room1 
7 May 7:00 PM  Wednesday Fellowship - Prayer Room 
8 May 2:00 PM         Community Chords - Lower Hall 
9 May 10:00 AM Christ Crafts - Lower Hall 
 
12 May 10:30 AM Morning Stewardship Service with Junior Church and XLR8 
12 May 7:00 PM Evening Service 
14 May 9:30 AM Women who Pray - Prayer Room 
14 May 10:00 AM Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
14 May 6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Club Room1 
14 May 7:30PM Team Leaders Meeting- Prayer Room  
15 May 7:00 PM  Wednesday Fellowship - Prayer Room 
 
19 May 10:30 AM Morning Service with Junior Church and XLR8 
19 May 7:00 PM Evening Service 
21 May 9:30 AM Women who Pray - Prayer Room 
21 May 10:00 AM Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
21 May 6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Club Room1 
21 May 7:30 PM Kirk Session Meeting - Lower Hall 
22 May 7:00 PM  Wednesday Fellowship - Prayer Room 
23 May 10:00 AM Christ Crafts - Lower Hall 
 
26 May 10:30 AM Morning Service with Junior Church and XLR8 
26 May 7:00 PM Evening Service 
28 May 9:30 AM Women who Pray - Prayer Room 
28 May 10:00 AM Rendezvous - Lower Hall 
28 May 6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Club Room1 
28 May 7:30 PM Annual Church Meeting - Sanctuary 
29 May 7:00 PM  Wednesday Fellowship - Prayer Room 
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Crossword Clues and Answers 
 

Across 
1  ‘You are a chosen people, a royal — ’ (1 Peter 2:9) (10)  
7  Exact copy (Joshua 22:28) (7)  
8  Jesus’ first words to Jairus’s daughter, ‘My child, — — ’ (Luke 
8:54) (3,2)  
10 Idol made by the Israelites while Moses was on Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 32:4) (4)  
11 Role allotted to Joseph in Egypt (Genesis 42:6) (8)  
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13 ‘Lord, when did we — — hungry and feed you?’ (Matthew 
25:37) (3,3)  
15 ‘Though seeing, they do — —; though hearing, they do not 
hear or understand’ (Matthew 13:13) (3,3)  
17 Happening (1 Kings 21:1) (8) 
18 ‘Whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the — of 
Christ’ (Philippians 3:7) (4) 
21 National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
(1,1,1,1,1) 
22 Stamp on (Amos 2:7) (7)  
23 Liable to rot (1 Corinthians 15:42) (10) 
 
Down 
1  Of the pope (5)  
2  ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything — — ’ (Psalm 24:1) 
(2,2)  
3  Hebrew word for the kind of peace that Jesus promised (6)  
4  Member of a 16th-century Protestant reform movement in 
France (8)  
5  Sing out (anag.) (7)  
6  Ceremonial column of people on the move (1 Samuel 10:5) 
(10)  
9  One of the things love always does (1 Corinthians 13:7) (10)  
12 Esther’s cousin who foiled a plot to assassinate King Xerxes 
(Esther 2:7, 22) (8)  
14 See cape (anag.) (7)  
16 ‘No one can — them out of my hand’ (John 10:28) (6)  
19 Often mistakenly identified as the fruit that led to the first sin 
(Joel 1:12) (5)  
20 ‘He was led like a — to the slaughter’ (Isaiah 53:7) (4) 
 

Solution 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ACROSS: 1, Priesthood. 7, Replica. 8, Get up. 10, Calf. 11, Governor.  
13, See you. 15, Not see. 17, Incident. 18, Sake. 21, NSPCC.  
22, Trample. 23, Perishable.  
DOWN: 1, Papal. 2, In it. 3, Shalom. 4, Huguenot. 5, Outings.  
6, Procession. 9, Perseveres. 12, Mordecai. 14, Escapee. 16, Snatch.  
19, Apple. 20, Lamb. 
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