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Minister’s Letter 
On the road to Emmaus... 

 
I have always been fascinated by the story of the 
Emmaus Road after the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
Two disciples are leaving from Jerusalem going to 
Emmaus - a village about 7 miles from Jerusalem. As 
they walk together, they are joined by a stranger who 
walks along with them and asks what they talking about. 
They are amazed that the stranger hasn't heard all that 
has happened in Jerusalem - and so they tell the stranger 
about Jesus dying on the c.ross - and the news they had 
heard about the women going to the tomb and not finding 
his body and seeing angels who said Jesus was alive.  
 
After they had shared this news, the stranger then speaks 
to these two disciples about the Messiah - how he had to 
suffer all these things - and goes through all the 
Scriptures explaining them to these two disciples. 
 
Now, of course, the wonderful thing in the story is that the 
stranger is of course Jesus. It is Jesus who walks with 
these two disciples who, for whatever reason, are kept 
from recognising him. It is only later, when Jesus breaks 
bread that the scales fall from their eyes, so to speak, 
and they see that they have been walking with Jesus. 
 
Jesus then disappears from their sight - but in their 
excitement, these two disciples walk (or run?) back to 
Jerusalem to tell the other disciples about their 
encounter. 
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I love this story as Jesus walks alongside the disciples 
and as he teaches them. I love the excitement of the 
disciples as they realise that they have been spending 
time with Jesus and I can just imagine their journey back 
to Jerusalem and their breathless talk on the way. 
 
This year, the Kirk Session has designated a 'Year of 
Discipleship'. This is to follow on from our 'Year of 
Mission' in 2017 and 'Year of Young People' last year. 
 
The focus this year is very much on walking together with 
Jesus. Sometimes we can be guilty of 'going solo' or 
keeping faith as a private thing. 
But faith is much more exciting when we share it together 
and when we learn from each other and have fellowship 
with one another. 
 
And so I encourage you this year - why not consider 
being part of a house group or come to the Wednesday 
Fellowship? Why not meet up with a friend to pray or to 
read the Bible together? 
 
Faith is meant to be exciting and dynamic and enthralling! 
How could it not be when Jesus is our Saviour? 
Let's seek to grow in our faith this year and to encourage 
one another in our mutual faith together. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
James 
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Church Register 
 
The following people have passed away recently. Please 
remember their families in your prayers: 

 
Elma MacFadyen,  Hauplands Farm, died 2nd December 2018. 
 
Betty Ritchie,  latterly Portencross Road, died 9th December 

2018. 
 
Andrew Anderson,  latterly Burnlea Nursing Home, died 1st 

January 2019. 
 
Michael Kirkwood,  Weston Terrace, died 2nd January 2019. 
 

 

 

Baptism 
 

We celebrated the baptism of Emily Alice 
McClure on 9th December 2018, daughter of 
Martyn and Elaine McClure. 

 
 
Wedding 
 

Stephanie Benedetti, daughter of Gio and 
Francesca, married Charlie Butcher on 8th 
December 2018. 

 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

Happy birthday to Marie Brooks who will be 
celebrating her 90th birthday on the 26th 
February. We pray that she will have a 
wonderful time with family and friends and will 
be greatly blessed.  
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EDITORIAL 
 

I don't know about you but I feel quite 'down' when the 
Christmas tree and decorations are taken down and packed 
away for the next eleven months. However, it doesn't take 
long until everything is back to normal and I perk up again. I 
am aware that there are people who suffer from depression 
and can't talk about it. Brian and I went along to Stuart 
Townend's evening at St John's Church and were very 
impressed by his reason for calling this his 'Courage' tour. 
He said that it takes courage to be vulnerable, to open up 
and talk to others when we are suffering from depression, 
but there's no better place than in our church family to 
confide in someone we trust. Are you one of the people who 
needs to talk or one who can offer a listening ear? It's 
something to think and pray about. 
 

This year you'll see less of Brian and I, unless you come 
along to the evening services. Brian is now Locum at 
Saltcoats Kirkgate Church and I am attending services there 
with him. We will miss you all but Brian has been called to 
serve the Church wherever God wants him to be and 
Kirkgate it is! He has written a letter to you about  on page 8. 
 

WKPC is an active church, blessed by the young people who 
are part of our church family. We must do all we can to 
encourage them. Do read Learning For Life, which I have 
shared in this issue, and please keep praying for them and 
for each other. Remember, people who don't know Jesus will 
look at us as examples of who and what Christians are and 
that's a big responsibility! 
 

I am still involved in our church activities and look forward to 
seeing new people come along to Women Who Pray, 
Rendezvous, Wednesday Fellowship, the Guild, Waist 
Watchers, Christ's Crafts and Community Choir. As you will 
see from Session Snippits, the church is planning to start up 
a Men's Shed. I don't think they'll let me join that though! 
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I will also continue to edit Church Matters so please send 
any reports, letters, articles, poems, prayers, etc to the 
church office and help to keep your magazine interesting.  
 

Deirdre Murray 
 

COMMUNITY CHORDS 
 

The first session of Community Chords in 2019 got off to a 
great start today! The tables were set out, as usual, in the 
Lower Hall and we waited to see how many people would 
come along. We were delighted that almost every table had 
people sitting at them and, when it came to our tea break, 
the spare seats were taken up by the musicians who come 
along to play for us. 
 
If you feel that you would like to join us but haven't been 
along yet, our next meeting is on Wednesday 13th February 
from 2pm - 3.30pm. It is a most enjoyable time of community 
singing with lots of old favourites in a variety of genres. A 
particularly popular one today was the Rock 'n' Roll medley! 
 
I would like to give thanks to our merry band of volunteers 
who come along to help run the group. They get everything 
ready for folks arriving, welcome people when they come in, 
sit beside them, chatting and helping them when needed, 
serve teas and coffees, clear up, do dishes, help again with 
coats, etc when folks are leaving. Thanks also to those who 
prepare the music sheets and play so enthusiastically that it's 
a joy to sing with them. I think I can say that we all enjoy 
Community Chords as much as those who attend the group!
      

Deirdre Murray 
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Letter from Brian 
 

"Hello from the other side" is a song by Adele. Well, I can 
say at the moment, "Hello from the other town" as  I  have 
been  posted, by the Church of Scotland, to foreign fields. 
I am the new locum minister at KIrkgate Church in 
Saltcoats. I expect to be there for a while, although the 
church family are soon to be looking for a new minister.  
 
So that is why those who know me have been missing 
me in the morning services. To be fair, as a new reader in 
the church, I volunteered or requested that I go to 
Kirkgate, as the interim minister there is our own Rev. 
James McNay. No pressure then!  
 
 I have been in the Saltcoats church now for a few weeks 
and I have got to know some of the people. It will take 
some time I think for me to get to grips with everything. A 
locum is employed by the church to fill in a day or so and 
arrange the main diet of worship on the Sunday morning. 
I am involved with pastoral visits and with the mid week 
services as well as taking the Sunday morning service. I 
also have responsibility for funerals and I have carried out 
a couple already for the congregation. So far so good, I 
think. No one has yet heckled my service or barred me 
from the building so maybe I'm on a honeymoon period.  
 
I am also still keeping a little connection with the 
Stevenston Churches where I spent much of my 
placements. Along with the Rev Dave Sutherland, I have 
a heart to see prayer times established again on a regular 
basis to bless the linkage of Ardeer Livingstone churches. 
 
All these things take me away from my home church, but 
I am still around for the services on the Sunday evening. 
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James preached once about setting people free to serve 
out-with the home  church. I am lending a hand to other 
places less fortunate than West Kilbride at the moment. I 
am following my heart  as God leads and I feel 
comfortable with the doors that God is opening for me at 
present. Where I will be as time goes by will, I pray, be 
clear to me as I follow God's will. 
 

I had hoped to retire from architecture last year and I 
gave up my office and the partnership with that in mind, 
but people still wanted me to design for them so I have 
been back to working part time on my own again in the 
secular world.  
 

Life can be busy, especially if I get a call that there is a 
funeral and I have family visits and hospital visits and 
others call me to find out how their planning permission is 
coming along, but I am relaxed about it all, more so than 
when I had responsibilities for the office. God has allowed 
me to continue earning towards my pension when the 
time comes to fully retire from architecture, however, I get 
the feeling God has much more for me to do for Him in 
the future and I guess He can be a demanding boss. 
 

So I send my greetings and pray that West Kilbride 
Church continues to thrive and attract younger families as 
it very much seems to be doing. I travel around a number 
of churches as pulpit supply and I can tell you now that 
WKPC is blessed in all areas compared with many.  
 

So listen, when you see me in the service perhaps in the 
future I hope you remember me and introduce me to all 
the new members who will come to the church in the 
future and, if you get a chance and you feel you would 
like to come and visit Kirkgate we would really love to see 
you there. 
 

Your friend and brother,     Brian Murray 
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The Guild 
 

At our first meeting of the year we had a very interesting talk, 
with slides, about Portencross Castle by Audrey Colon. The 
Friends of Portencross Castle Group have done an amazing 
amount of work to restore the castle from the ruin that it was to 
the wonderful tourist attraction that it is now. The work is on-
going as they have now raised money to put toilets in the castle 
but there are many problems to be overcome in installing them. 
The castle is used as an occasional wedding, birthday party and 
such like venue so toilets are a must have! 
 
We have more interesting talks and entertainment to come so 
why not join us for our February and March meetings? You will 
be made most welcome.     Deirdre Murray 
  

EMAZWINI - Our Twinned Church 
 

We recently had photos sent to us showing that the box 
and suitcase full of goods we sent to Emazwini Church 
arrived safe and sound. I had bought quite a few small 
sized men's suits, trousers and shirts in the charity shop 
and, that way, helped both! We also sent some children's 
clothes, books, stationery, toiletries, etc These will be 
distributed to the poor and needy. 
 

We want to start collecting suitable items for sending out 
on the next container. A number of people have already 
asked me when we will be starting the collection, so that 
day has arrived! Please remember that adult clothes 
should be small sizes and all sizes of children's clothes 
are needed. Lots of us have a clear out around this time 
of year so don't throw anything away that could be used 
in Malawi.  
 
Apart from clothes and shoes, what other kinds of things 
can be donated? Old tools, laptops and sewing machines 
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(in working order and with instructions where possible), 
fabric and thread, solar lights, towels, toiletries, 
medicines, bandages, elastoplasts, cutlery, footballs, 
outdoor play equipment, musical instruments, Christian 
books, school books, pencils, jotters, rubbers, pencil 
sharpeners and any school equipment. Bicycles (in a 
bicycle box) are always needed! It would be great if we 
could send some wedding dresses too. The church could 
hire these out to brides for a small sum and this would 
provide an income for the church. 
 

If in doubt, please ask what can be donated. Each box we 
send costs £10 so we need to pack as much as we can 
into each one. We also need somewhere to store the 
boxes until they can be taken to Dundee and put into the 
container, so if you have any ideas, please let me know.  
 

Thank you!       Deirdre Murray 
 

TEARFUND  REPORT 2018 
 

The sum of £669.95 from the little boxes and donations has been 
sent over the past year to Tearfund and has been gratefully 
acknowledged by them.  This, alone, is a wonderful amount from 
such little boxes and it just shows that every penny counts! 
 

The congregation was then asked in October if you would donate to 
Tearfund’s Indonesian Tsunami Appeal and the wonderful sum of 
£738.75 was collected over two Sundays.  
 

Thank you for your generosity throughout 2018, and I know it is 
continuing as I already have a cheque ready to send this week to 
Tearfund. 
 

As Tearfund put it in one of their letters to me,  
 
“Your support is a lifeline to people in need.  Your generosity is a 
huge blessing to us, but more importantly to the people we serve”.
          Alison Coy  
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LEARNING FOR LIFE 
 
If a child lives with criticism he learns to condemn. 
If a child lives with hostility he learns to fight, 
If a child lives with ridicule he learns to be shy. 
If a child lives with shame he learns to feel guilty. 
If a child lives with tolerance he learns to be patient. 
If a child lives with encouragement he learns confidence. 
If a child lives with praise he learns to appreciate. 
If a child lives with fairness he learns justice. 
If a child lives with security he learns to have faith. 
If a child lives with approval he learns to like himself. 
If a child lives with acceptance and friendship he learns  

to find love in the world. 
Dorothy Law Nolte 
 

I came across these wise words many years ago. They made an 
impact on me at the time and I remembered them as I brought up my 
children and children I fostered and, later, looked after in a care 
setting. They are still wise words and needed today as much as they 
were needed when written.   Deirdre Murray 

 

COMMUNITY CHOIR 
 

The Community Choir has started up again in preparation for our Spring 
Concert. If you have been to any of our concerts you will appreciate the 
work that goes into them.  
 
We have a great selection of music again, including Queen 
songs, Gospel songs and James Bond themes.  
 
If you enjoy singing and would like to join us (no audition 
required!) please come along at 6.30pm on a Tuesday 
evening and you'll be made most welcome.   
 
Men are especially welcome!! Music supplied but please bring your own 
mug for the tea break. 
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SESSION SNIPPETS 
 

The Kirk Session met on Tuesday 27
th
 November. The 

opening devotions were hymn 126 “Facing a Task 
Unfinished that Drives Us” followed by a reading. Our 
Moderator, James, emphasized that the passage from 
Malachi Ch4 describes a period of waiting something like the 
waiting we experience before the season of Advent - the 
preparation for Christmas.  
 

A number of items including the following were agreed: 
 

1  The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted. 
 

2  Café Church. Agreed to continue with two further dates. 
 

3  Church front doors. The long running saga continues. 
Since we are unable to completely rebuild our front doors 
as we would like due to restrictions imposed by CARTA in 
the Church of Scotland in Edinburgh it was decided to 
progress with at least a makeover. The doors will be 
repainted in a brown or black gloss with a contrasting 
colour for the hinges.  There will also be hooks attached 
for hanging Christmas wreaths or other appropriate craft 
works. The hope is that the doors will look better and 
appear more welcoming. (At the time of writing, the work 
has been carried out by Billy MacFarland. I am sure we 
will all agree he has done a marvellous job which 
deserves our thanks.) 

 

4  Men’s Shed. The Session approved an idea for starting up 
a workshop aimed at men who would enjoy fellowship with 
learning and developing practical hand skills, such as 
wood turning. 

 

5  A design for a new church logo was approved and is now 
in use. 

 

6  It was agreed that retiring offerings over the Christmas 
period would go to Emazwini Church, our sister church in 
Malawi to help with building costs for their new church 
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buildings. The more locally based charity would be one, in 
this year of the child, for mental health in children. 

7  It was agreed to donate £100 to The Bible Reading 
Fellowship which provides administrative support at a 
national level for the very successful “Messy Church” 

 
8  It was agreed to accept the recommendation after the 

interviewing of candidates to offer the post of Church 
Administrator to Stephen Elliot-Lockhart. He has 
subsequently accepted and the Session look forward to 
working with Stephen.   

 
9  It was agreed to increase the pay of our church hall 

keeper    by 3% in accordance with church policy to pay 
all church employees at least the UK minimum living 
wage. It was also agreed to increase the pay of our 
church administrator by 3%, and our organist in line with 
advised rates for church organists. 

 
10 A decision was made to purchase a new set of wooden 

communion trays paid for by a kind donation of £300. 
 
11 It was agreed to continue exploring the design and costs 

of a possible new build replacement for the Bill Penny 
Hall. An Architect has been engaged to prepare plans. A 
decision about proceeding to the next phase was 
postponed until after the Elders’ Conference. 

 
The Session then engaged in a wide ranging discussion on a 
paper from Presbytery outlining the challenges facing the 
Church nationally and more specifically in the Ardrossan 
Presbytery and here in West Kilbride. More of this in another 
article in this magazine. 
 
The Session finished as always by the saying of The Grace.
          Richard de 
Courcy 



Page 15 

YOURS SINCERELY 
 

At the moment of writing Ruth Donaldson, 
our former Administrator of WKPC, is 
somewhere between Indonesia, China and 
Perth Australia as she enjoys holidays with 
family and church ministry in various parts of 
Indonesia. As her successor in the role I 
want to thank Ruth for giving me a good 
hand over the day before she packed her 

bags for sunnier climes, helping me to jump on the moving ship!  
 

So who am I, or rather the royal we!? Rhydwen and I met in Bible 
College in the early 80's, married, and went to Papua New Guinea 
along with our 6 month old daughter Charlotte under UFM Worldwide 
to serve as missionaries amongst a tribal church up against the 
Indonesian border. We built a house in the jungle, had our second 
child Ewan out there and worked in a challenging post-revival 
situation where the church had very much "come alive". 
Unexpectedly Rhydwen became seriously ill and we were medically 
evacuated back to the UK at the end of 1989.  
 

God brought us up to West Kilbride in 1990 to work with Fencebay 
Fisheries and we became members of St Andrews Church and I 
became an elder. When YWAM moved into the village in 1994 we 
were asked to consider joining the team to set up a new training 
school, the School of Frontier Missions in the Seamill Centre. After 
training in Seamill and Holland I was on the Seamill team there for 5 
years. We moved to Largs in 2002 but remained members of St 
Andrews, involved in the worship team, eldership, and Rhydwen 
continued  to be strongly involved with a ladies prayer group. 
 

At the end of 2006 I  heard that MECO (Middle East Christian 
Outreach) was looking for a Scottish Representative and got the job. 
In 2010 I was asked to take over as the Development Manager at 
MECO headquarters in Tunbridge Wells. That was a big leap of faith! 
How could we church mice afford to live in such an afflluent town as 
this? God wonderfuly provided, leading us to people with hearts for 
the Kingdom of God who rented us properties at well below the 
market rate. In 2016 MECO merged with Serving in Mission UK 
(SIM) and we moved back to West Kilbride from Kent in March, 
another miracle of provision for us from the Lord. I continued to be 



Page 16 

involved with the newly merged mission in a consultancy role until 
the end of 2017. 
 

So here we were back in West Kilbride. We did not feel the Lord 
wanted us to be spiritual commuters travelling to a church 5, 10, 20 
miles down the road. We committed ourselves again to the church 
where we had many friends already, in the village where we live, so 
that we can be a light for Jesus in our community.  
 

In January 2018 the Lord enabled us to go out to see our daughter 
Charlotte in New Zealand and also to visit Brisbane to see my sister. 
This was the first time to go 'down under' since our time in Papua 
New Guinea in the 80's.  And when we got to both NZ and Australia... 
it was raining! "You should have come last week. It was boiling! Why 
have you brought your dreich Scottish weather with you!" Some 
things you cannot win! 
 

We were away visiting Rhydwen's Mum in Wales in October when 
the Session posted notices inviting applications for the post of 
Church Administrator.  And while we were away I was thinking and 
praying about finding a part time job when we got back to West 
Kilbride. I applied and here I am your new administator. God's timing 
is perfect. For most of my adult life I have been involved in church 
related things, pariculalrly in establishing his church where there isn't 
one. Church Matters is not just the title of our Church magazine, 
Church matters to me. His Church matters to me. The bottom line is 
that we are the church (its not the building with a pointy roof) - the 
people who love and worship Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, 
our redeemer and Lord. What a privilege to serve Jesus through 
serving His people!     Stephen Eliott-Lockhart 

 

WAIST WATCHERS 
 

Have you some surplus pounds to lose? (the weight ones, not the 
money ones!). Come along to our Waist Watchers Group on a 
Tuesday evening at 6pm in the Bill Penny Hall and 
be part of a group of people (men and women) who 
are all wanting to lose some flab. You will get lots 
of encouragement, and some gentle exercises, 
AND its only £1.00 per week. As an added 
incentive, the biggest loser at the end of each month gets rewarded 
by all the money collected that month! YIPPEE!   Congratulations to 
Brian Murray who was our biggest loser in December.  
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“As For Me and My House, We Will Serve The Lord” - 
Joshua 24:15 
 

A blessed New Year to all 
 

As many of you know I was born in Poland, in my twenties I left for 
Germany where I met Markus, my late husband and became mother to a 
wonderful daughter - Sara Michelle, who is 18 now. 
Markus had been called into ministry and I accepted my role as his wife (a 
minister’s wife) and a mother. As a family we went for a couple of years to 
Texas for Markus’ Master studies. I remember this time there as rather 
difficult since I didn’t speak English and building up relationships and 
friendships was almost not possible. In 2014 we arrived in the East of 
Scotland. Markus continued with his PhD studies and I worked to support 
our family. I thought that is it. My husband will serve as a minister and I 
will support him. But God had a different plan for my life. 
 

In the spring 2015 I went to Kilwinning Old Parish church to discern my 
call. The congregation have shown me love, support and encouraged me 
very much to follow my call. After a time of prayer I applied for training in 
full time ministry of Word and Sacrament and was accepted. My journey 
into ministry had started. 
 

After I had been accepted as a candidate for the ministry I enrolled at the 
University of Glasgow in order to gain a degree in theology. You can 
imagine that studying in a foreign language has been demanding but I 
have finished my classes and in June 2018 I have celebrated my 
graduation. 
 

Parallel to the studies I learned the practical skills of ministry attending two 
six months placements and a 10 weeks Summer placement. 
It is hard to believe that I am in my last stage of training and already four 
months of probation have passed. 
West Kilbride Parish Church as probation place is the answer to my 
prayers. 
  
The last three years, despite our personal loss, had been such a blessed 
time. It was a joy to learn alongside different ministers. It was encouraging 
to be supported by all the different congregations. 
I am looking forward to spending rest of my probation at WBPC, meeting 
many of you and learning about your journey with God. 
 
Thank you for all your prayers, love and encouraging words. 
 

God bless you all 
  

yours,   
Betsi (Thane)(Student candidate for the ministry of Word and Sacrament) 



Page 18 

Monthly Prayer Diary – February 2019 

Fri 1st Lord, please help all who have taken positive 
steps to overcome a harmful habit or been set 
free from an addiction.  May they sustain their 
resolve and find the support they need. (CARE) 

Sat 2nd We pray for all who will be gathering for Messy 
Church today 

Sun 3rd We give thanks and pray for our Minister James, 
Anna his wife and their sons John and Alasdair 

Mon 4th We pray for the residents who live in Ailsa View 
and Alton Street 

 The congregation of St Cuthbert’s Church in 
Saltcoats;  Rev Sarah Nicol 

Tue 5th Please join in lifting up these five places where 
the needs are particularly deep and where 
people desperately need our prayers.  
(Tearfund) Nigeria. For elections planned for 
February and March to be fair and peaceful.  For 
peace between herders and farmers, bringing 
violent clashes to an end 

Wed 6th Yemen.  For peace to come to Yemen.  For 
people suffering from severe food shortages.  
For an end to the cholera outbreaks 

Thu 7th East Africa.  For peace in areas of conflict, 
particularly in South Sudan.  That harvests will 
be good and rains will fall when needed 

Fri 8th Venezuela.  For the thousands of people who 
are fleeing every month due to instability.  That 
political leaders will have wisdom in their 
decision making 

Sat 9th Democratic Republic of Congo.  For peace as 
tribal violence continues to claim many lives.  
For the many children orphaned due to conflict 
and Ebola 
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Sun 10th We  give thanks and pray for Carol our 
Session Clerk, our Elders and Team Members, 
and all who serve quietly behind the scenes. 

Mon 11th We pray for the residents who live in Alton 
Way and Ardneil Avenue 

 Ardeer linked with Livingstone Church;  Rev 
Dave Sutherland 

Tue 12th We pray for all we know who are ill, awaiting 
results or having treatment.  We pray for all 
who love and support them. 

Wed 13th  We give thanks for Community Chords, 
Christ’s Crafts, the Bereavement Group and 
for the many ways our building is used by the 
community 

Thu 14th We give thanks for the amazing love of God 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.  May we be generous sharers of God’s 
love,   

Fri 15th We pray for our Nation.  We pray for the best 
possible outcome to emerge from the 
uncertainty regarding Brexit 

Sat 16th   We pray for our brothers and sisters around 
the world who are being persecuted because 
of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 

Sun 17th We give thanks for the dedication of all who 
work with our young people on Sundays and 
those with the organisations during the week  

Mon 18th We pray for the residents who live in Ardneil 
Point and Ardrossan High Road  

 High Kirk Stevenston;  Rev Scott Cameron 
Tue 19th We pray for all who are grieving and, in 

particular, remember all who came to our Blue 
Service at Christmas.  Please Lord, comfort all 
who mourn. 
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Wed 20th We pray for our Police, Armed Services, 
Emergency and Rescue Services and all who 
come to our aid in times of crisis 

Thu 21st We give thanks for how You have protected 
our Nation, and pray for the Intelligence 
Services.  We give thanks for the freedom we 
enjoy 

Fri 22nd We pray for the Daisy Chain Early Years 
Project in Govanhill, Glasgow.   Praying for 
children and families especially those who face 
very difficult circumstances.  May they find 
hope and transformation.  (Crossreach)   

Sat 23rd We pray for our Prime Minister, First Minister, 
MPs and MSPs.  At this time, we pray that the 
Christian groups in each of the main parties 
would grow in influence and see the positive 
contribution that they can make  

Sun 24th We give thanks for all the musicians and 
singers who are willing to use their gifts to 
honour the Lord and lead us in our worship 

Mon 25th We pray for the residents who live in 
Ardrossan Road and Arranview Gardens 

 West Kilbride Parish Church and our Minister 
Rev James McNay 

Tue 26th As we pray for churches within Ardrossan 
Presbytery, we pray for all  local church 
congregations.  May we be known by our love 
for one another  

Wed 27th We give thanks and pray for all who work in 
our GP Surgery, local hospitals, hospices and 
Care Homes.  

Thu 28th We pray for all who are caught up in the evils 
of Human Trafficking and give thanks for 
everyone who has been rescued through the 
love of Christ 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – March 2019 
Fri 1st World Day of Prayer.  The theme this year is, “Come 

– Everything Is Ready.”  The Service has been 
prepared by Christian women of Slovenia 

Sat 2nd We pray for James, Anna, John and Alasdair.  May 
they feel supported by our love and prayers.  We 
pray for every aspect of James’ ministry  

Sun 3rd Glasgow City Mission Winter Night Shelter is open 
until  31st March. We pray that many lives have 
been changed by experiencing God’s love in action 

Mon 4th We pray for the residents who live in Arthur Court 
and Arthur Street 

 Whiting Bay and Kildonan Church in Arran;  Rev 
Elizabeth Watson 

Tue5th As we prepare for Lent,  may this Lent be a time of 
inward searching that makes us more able to look 
with compassion at the needs of the world  

Wed 6th As Jesus resisted temptation in the wilderness, help 
us Lord to resist the pull of all that holds us back 
from giving You our all 

Thu 7th We give thanks for the provision of Foodbanks and  
Breakfast Clubs and agencies who help with 
homelessness, give advice, helplines, language 
classes, mentoring.  We pray for the financial 
provision of these services 

Fri 8th We pray for all with mental health needs and for 
their families.  We pray that help would  be available 
at every point of need  

Sat 9th We pray for all who are ill, awaiting test results or 
having treatment.  We pray for all who struggle with 
long term sickness or pain 

Sun 10th May we be known as Christians, not because we 
go to Church on Sundays, but by the love we show 
in our everyday lives 

Mon 11th We pray for the residents who live in Avondale 
Road and Bank Cottages 
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 We pray for the Presbyterial Council of The Guild 
Tue 12th We pray for Rendezvous and give thanks for all 

who serve there and the drivers who make it 
possible for people to attend 

Wed 13th We pray for all who are caught up in addiction and 
the impact it has on family life.  Dear Lord, please 
be their strength in times of weakness  

Thu 14th We give thanks for Chaplains and all the various 
settings where they work.  We remember our 
Minister James in his role as a chaplain at 
Ardrossan Academy and Kilmarnock Football 
Club. 

Fri 15th Father God, we pray for all who are mourning the 
loss of someone precious to them.  We give 
thanks that You care more than we or they can 
ever imagine and You have promised to comfort 
them 

Sat 16th We pray for all the preparations being made for 
Scripture Union weekends, holidays and Summer 
Missions.  We pray for all who will attend 

Sun 17th We give thanks for Your Creation and the beauty 
we see all around us.  We give thanks for all who 
work behind the scenes to protect, enhance and 
promote village life  

Mon 18th We pray for the residents who live in Barony Glebe 
and Bellard Road 

 Ardrossan & Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church 
where Brian Murray is Locum 

Tue 19th The completion of the One Million Bible project in 
Cuba has generated wonderful opportunities for 
Bible distribution.  Give thanks that many will hear 
of the Good News of Jesus. (Scottish Bible 
Society) 

Wed 20th We remember missionaries and all who have been 
called to serve God in other places.  We pray for 
Eli, Jenny and their children serving with YWAM 
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Thu 21st We give thanks for local business’s and pray they 
may prosper for the benefit of our whole community 

Fri 22nd World Water Day.  Around the world 1 in 9 people 
don’t have clean water close to home.  Everyone 
needs safe water for drinking, washing, cleaning, 
cooking and growing food.  It is a basic human 
right.  (CAFOD) 

Sat 23rd  We give thanks and pray for Betsi as she works 
alongside James.  We pray for Brian, Douglas and 
Mandy in their different placements 

Sun 24th Our Father in heaven, Thy Kingdom Come, Thy will 
be done.  

Mon 25th We pray for residents who live in Bellard Walk and 
Blackshaw Drive 

 Ardrossan Park Church;  Rev Tanya Webster 
Tue 26th We give thanks and pray for our local GP Surgery 

and pray for Carers who enable those who are frail 
or vulnerable to be able to stay at home 

Wed 27th We pray that our local schools will be safe, peace-
filled places to learn.  For all who are studying for 
their exams, may they reach their full potential. 

Thu 28th We pray for all who are in prison, for their families, 
for prison staff and all who care.  We pray also for 
victims of crime 

Fri 29th We pray for our Nation at this time.  We pray for 
unity that goes beyond our differences, that is 
based on our love for one another, and our love for 
God.  (nationalcall2prayer.com) 

Sat 30th  Asialink is supporting Christian pastors as they 
minister to the Yazidi who had to flee from their 
homes in Northern Iraq due to the onslaught of ISIS 

Sun 31st Mothering Sunday.  We rejoice with families who 
are rejoicing and we feel for those for whom this is 
a sad and painful day 
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BLYTHSWOOD SHOEBOX APPEAL 
 

I am enclosing this letter which I received from Blythswood Care 
dated 27

th
 November. 

 

Dear Helen, 
 

Once again we have reached the stage where all shoeboxes 
donated to the Irvine sorting station have been checked and sent 
on their way to Albania and Kosovo. Christian literature in the 
Albanian language (appropriate for both countries) has been 
inserted in each box and the boxes packed into cartons. These 
have now been delivered to Glasgow. Now it's time to draw 
breath and thank you and your team for their efforts. 
 

This year's appeal drew over 170 volunteers from 26 churches of 
many denominations, and from none, to gather in Fullerton 
ConneXions in Irvine to help send 6475 shoebox gifts. This was 
the second highest total we've sent over the past 13 years, with 
the quality of contents being mainly excellent and the cash 
donations (just under £10,000) most creditable. 
 

A novel experience this year was the trial introduction of a 'night 
shift', allowing those who wished to help after their day job spend 
a couple of hours during two nights. It proved a real success, 
allowing some young, fresh blood into the ranks of helpers! 
 

As in previous years, it was a time full of  bustle, excitement, 
good humour – and exhaustion! This year Rev Tom Cant, interim 
minister at Dreghorn, spent a special, most meaningful and 
inspiring time with us as he dedicated the boxes and blessed the 
recipients. 
 

This effort would not have been possible without you and your 
team's fundamental generosity in providing a splendid 176 filled 
shoeboxes and £528 of donations from West Kilbride Parish 
Church.  Excellent! Please accept the grateful thanks of the 
Irvine sorting station helpers for making the Christmas message 
truly meaningful to the recipients of your gifts.  
 

Thank you. 
 

Fraser Hutchison  
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AUDIT AND PRESBYTERY DISCUSSION PAPER 
Session Discussion 

 

As part of an ongoing examination of the present and future 
position of the Church in Ardrossan Presbytery our church was 
asked to carry out an audit of the numbers and ages of those 
attending services. This was to encourage the constituent 
churches of the Presbytery to look seriously at the viability of 
their church in the next five to ten years. 
 

The uncomfortable fact is that every church faces the problem of 
coping with rising running costs. Many will struggle in five years’ 
time because they have fewer members to pay for it. An 
additional strain is the maintenance cost of keeping all buildings 
wind and water tight. In some cases the church can afford to pay 
its way but doesn’t have the people to manage it. 
Society is changing rapidly. Fewer people are joining the church 
whether they attend regularly or occasionally. People are now 
required to work on until the age of 66, 67, or 68 before they 
receive their state pension so it is not easy for them to take on 
roles of responsibility as volunteers. There is also a shortage of 
ministers and low numbers in training. In Scotland there were in 
August of 2018, 247 vacant Charges out of a total of 1032 
Charges. In 2015, 76.5% of ministers were over the age of 50, 
while only 4.8% aged under 40. 
 

Within our own church in West Kilbride there are 46 Elders with 
an average age of 64.5. The recent audit showed a total 
attending morning service at 168 with an average age excluding 
children of 66.1 and excluding children again, only 18 under 50. 
The evening service average age was 58.8. Our congregation is 
ageing which follows the national trend. The attendance at 
Messy Church was an encouraging 30 children with 18 adults. 
Presbytery has indicated that it is essential to start planning 
ahead now to enable future congregations to cope. Their 
message is that we must be assured Christ’s Church will survive, 
but not perhaps in the traditional way with which we have 
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become accustomed. We need imaginative ideas to provide 
worship throughout the Presbytery for future generations. 
The Session considered these matters during its November 
meeting. Bearing in mind the above the primary challenges 
would seem to be encouraging younger people and families to 
become involved and getting more members and encouraging 
the wider community to become involved and to use the 
buildings. There is also a need to equip members to lead the 
church. 
 

It was felt we need to build on areas where we are successful, 
such as Messy Church and investing in children and young 
people. We should continue with outreach projects such as Café 
Church. Also community involvement such as Community 
Chords and Rendezvous. We need to embrace the digital age 
with our website, social media, and service streaming. At present 
we in West Kilbride are in the fortunate situation of having 
relatively stable finances. However the demographics suggest 
the crunch will come if not in 5 years but perhaps 10 years if 
numbers continue to dwindle. The question arises, do we need 
and how do we invest in buildings and people to maintain what 
we have and grow? 
 

Ideas for the Presbytery as a whole were also discussed. 
Perhaps we need to consider “managed contraction” Sharing of 
resources such as a hub or central administration concentrating 
available expertise or at least taking local church partnerships 
more seriously. Perhaps there is a place now for ecumenical 
sharing of resources, both physical and human. If the number of 
ministers continue to drop we will need to look at training more 
worship leaders and allowing non ministers to take on some of 
their roles such as officiating at funerals and general chaplaincy 
work. There are also opportunities to open up and use more 
technology-?”Online Church.” We need to go out where people 
are and make worship available at other times and places but 
continue to have the joy and stimulation of face to face 
relationships. A lot of this will need congregations to change their 
attitude to accept this more open and sharing environment if the 
Church is to survive and prosper 5-10years from now, which we 
all hope and pray it will.     Richard de Courcy 
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Diary Dates for February 
 

2 Feb 3:45 PM Messy Church - WKPC 
 

3 Feb  10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
3 Feb      2:00 PM   Afternoon Service - Headrigg Gardens 
3 Feb 7:00 PM Evening Service 
4 Feb       2:00 PM  Bereavement - Lower Hall  
5 Feb 9:00 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
5 Feb 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
5 Feb 2:00 PM The Guild - Lower Hall 
                                A Scottish Afternoon with WK Primary School 
5 Feb   6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Bill Penny Hall 
6 Feb    7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 

10 Feb 10:30 AM Morning Service, Junior Church and XLR8 
10 Feb 7:00 PM Evening Service 
12 Feb  9:00 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
12 Feb 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
13 Feb 2:00 PM Community Chords - Lower Hall  
12 Feb   6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Bill Penny Hall 
13 Feb   7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
14 Feb 10:00 AM Christ's Crafts – Lower Hall 
 

17 Feb 10:30 AM Morning Service and Holiday Junior Church 
17 Feb   7:00 PM Evening Service 
19 Feb   9:00 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
19 Feb 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
19 Feb     2:00PM   The Guild - Lower Hall 
                                Yorkhill - Helen Ferguson 
19 Feb   6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Bill Penny Hall 
20 Feb 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
  
24 Feb 10:30 AM Morning Service and Holiday Junior Church 
24 Feb  7:00 PM Evening Service 
26 Feb   9:00 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
26 Feb 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
26 Feb   6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Bill Penny Hall 
27 Feb  7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
25 Feb 10:00 AM Christ's Crafts – Lower Hall 
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Diary Dates for March 

 
1 Mar     2:00PM      World Day of Prayer - WKPC 
2 Mar    3.45 PM Messy Church – WKPC 
 
3 Mar  10:30 AM Morning Service with communion and Junior 
     Church & XLR8 
3 Mar  2:00 PM Afternoon Service with communion – Headrigg 
   Gardens 
3 Mar  7:00 PM Evening Service 
4 Mar  2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
5 Mar  9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
5 Mar  10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
5 Mar    2:00 PM      The Guild - Lower Hall 
                                 The Road and the Miles - Rev David Hebenton
  
5 Mar   6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Bill Penny Hall 
6 Mar  7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 
10 Mar10:30 AM Sunday Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
10 Mar 7:00 PM Evening Service 
12 Mar 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
12 Mar10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
12 Mar  6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Bill Penny Hall 
12 Mar 7:30 PM Team Leaders Meeting – Prayer Room 
13 Mar 2:00 PM Community Chords - Lower Hall 
13 Mar 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
14 Mar10:00 AM Christ's Crafts – Lower Hall  
 
17 Mar 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
17 Mar 7:00 PM Evening Service 
19 Mar 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
19 Mar10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
19 Mar  2:00 PM The Guild - Lower Hall 
                                 Singing For Fun   
19 Mar  6:00 PM Waist Watchers - Bill Penny Hall 
20 Mar 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
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24 Mar 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
24 Mar 7:00 PM Evening Service  
26 Mar 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
26 Mar10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
26 Mar  2:00 PM Guild Closing Lunch - Lower Hall 
26 Mar  6:00 PM      Waist Watchers - Bill Penny Hall 
26 Mar 7:30 PM Kirk Session Meeting – Lower Hall 
27 Mar 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 
31 Mar 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
31 Mar 7:00 PM Evening Service  
 
 
 
 

 
DISCIPLE - an Acrostic 

 

Dare we risk opening up, sharing,  

Intent on being mutually caring  

Sisters and brothers – not fairweather  

Christians, but friends growing together?  

Inquiring, going deeper, seeking God’s will,  

Praying, listening, then going deeper still  

Learning what it means to be salt and leaven  

Engaging with Jesus twentyfour-seven.  
 

Harry Hunter  
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Crossword Clues & Answers 
 

Across 
 
1  Salary (Isaiah 19:10) (4)  
3  Question Jesus asked of those healed of leprosy, ‘Were not all ten — ?’ 
(Luke 17:17) (8)  
9  Wide, elevated level area of land (Joshua 13:9) (7)  
10 ‘So you also must be — , because the Son of Man will come... when 
you do not expect him’ (Matthew 24:44) (5)  
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11 ‘[He] said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He — — , and his hand 
was completely restored’ (Luke 6:10) (3,2)  
12 ‘Who has gathered up the wind in the — of his hand?’ (Proverbs 30:4) 
(6)  
14 Not born again (13) 
17 ‘Again and again he — the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins’ (Hebrews 10:11) (6) 
19 Mails (anag.) (5)  
22 ‘He — — here; he has risen’ (Matthew 28:6) (2,3)  
23 Defeated (Judges 20:43) (7)  
24 Soldiers’ quarters (Acts 21:34) (8)  
25 ‘Pillars of marble’ were how the Beloved described those of her Lover 
(Song of Songs 5:15) (4) 
 

Down 
 
1  Totally destroyed (Genesis 7:23) (5,3)  
2  What the Philippian jailer was told to do with his prisoners Paul and 
Silas (Acts 16:23) (5)  
4  Object of ridicule (Job 12:4) (8-5)  
5  In most years, the month in which Easter falls (5)  
6  For example, Caesarea, Joppa, Tyre, Sidon (7)  
7  ‘[Jesus] was in the desert for forty — , being tempted by Satan’ (Mark 
1:13) (4)  
8  ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power — to our God’ (Revelation 
19:1) (6)  
13 Mend dots (anag.) (8)  
15 Purifier (Malachi 3:3) (7)  
16 Attacked (1 Samuel 27:8) (6)  
18 The good Samaritan to the innkeeper: ‘When I return, I will reimburse 
you for any — expense you may have’ (Luke 10:35) (5)  
20 How Matthew described the crowds who followed Jesus (Matthew 
4:25) (5)  
21 For example, one of 25 Across (Judges 19:29) (4) 
 

 
Solution 

ACROSS: 1, Wage. 3, Cleansed. 9, Plateau. 10, Ready. 11, Did so. 12, 
Hollow. 14, Unregenerated. 17, Offers. 19, Islam. 22, Is not. 23, Overran. 
24, Barracks. 25, Legs.  
DOWN: 1, Wiped out. 2, Guard. 4, Laughing-stock. 5, April. 6, Seaport. 7, 
Days. 8, Belong. 13, Oddments. 15, Refiner. 16, Raided. 18, Extra. 20, 
Large. 21, Limb. 
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