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Busyness before Christmas! 
 
It is a fashionable thing for people to say they are busy as a 
response to someone asking them how they are. 
 
Indeed, sometimes if people are not busy, it might be questioned 
what they are spending their time doing! 
 
Busyness can be a good thing - it is not good to be idle after all. 
It is when busyness for the sake of being busy becomes the aim 
that things tend to go awry! 
 
This autumn has been a busy period in the church - with the 
Light Party, Messy Church and the National Day of Prayer being 
hosted in the church along with all our usual activities. Hopefully 
it hasn't been busyness for busyness' sake - but has been for the 
furtherance of the Kingdom! 
 
And a big 'thank you' to all who have participated, led, prepared 
and helped with all these things - it has been much appreciated! 
 
Sometimes when I am in the street in West Kilbride at this time 
of year with Christmas approaching, someone will say to me: 
'Ah minister, you will be coming up to your busy time!' 
When this occurs, I tend to put on a smile - and simply say: 
'Not busier - just different'. 
 
Christmas can be a busy time - shops are busier with people 
buying gifts and food for the celebrations. 
 
It can be a busy time in the church with more services than 
usual. 
 
But, it is also a time when it is important to stop - to reflect and to 
think through what is important in our faith. 
 
To think through Jesus coming into the world as a man. To think 
through Jesus being the Son of God - the Messiah - our Saviour. 
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To pause, and to marvel at these things. 
 
So often, Christmas can be about busyness that can actually be 
quite self-absorbed. 
 
But the manger in Bethlehem - and further - the cross at Calvary 
ask us to pause, to reflect - and to give glory to God. 
 
This Advent, one of the things we will be doing is a 'reverse' 
advent calendar. 
 
As we all know, an Advent Calendar is used to count down to 
Christmas, usually opening a door each day.  These days, it is 
popular that each day, a chocolate is received from behind the 
door. It is about receiving. 
 
We want to change this and make it about giving - and so 
outside the church during advent there will be a large plastic box 
and we are encouraging people within the church and in the 
community to give something during advent to the local 
foodbank. 
 
The items needed are outlined in the leaflet that has been sent 
out to the whole village - and will also be on the church website, 
Facebook and Twitter. 
 
It is an opportunity to stop, step back and remember others at 
Christmas. We do this because God is the one who remembered 
us, and who sent a Saviour - the very Saviour that we needed. 
 
May we rejoice in God's love this Christmas. And in the midst of 
the busyness, may we have the space to pause, to reflect and to 
focus on what is important. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
James 
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CHURCH REGISTER 

The following have passed away recently. Please 
remember their families in your prayers:  
 

Willie Jack,  Ardrossan Road,   
 died 12th September 2018. 
 

Barbara Allan,  latterly Buckreddan Care Home,   
 died 14th October 2018. 
 

Norma McCormack,  Pantonville Road,  died 30th October 2018. 
 

Jessie Donaldson,  latterly Arranview Care Home,   
 died 6th November 2018. 

 
 

Baptism 
 

We celebrated the baptism of Callum McDonald 
Gourley on 14th October 2018, a son for Barry 
and Hazel, and a wee brother for Rachel! 

                     

Birthday Greetings! 
 

Happy birthday to our Carol Fulton, our Session 
Clerk, who was 60 on the 7th November. Carol started 
her birthday celebrations with a river cruise 
in September and finished them with a 
surprise celebration at the Wednesday 
Fellowship on the day of her birthday.  
 

Happy birthday, too, to Megan Howie 
who will be 90 on the 27th November. 
Megan is still very active and can be 
seen riding her bicycle around the 
village. She is also a member of the 
Community Choir and is looking forward to the 
Christmas Concert. We hope you have a lovely day 
with family and friends Megan! 

 

May you both be blessed with good health and happiness! 
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WILLIE JACK 
 

Janey and family would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the Church family of West Kilbride Parish Church for 
the overwhelming amount of cards, messages of sympathy 
and flowers sent following Willie’s death on 12

th
 September 

2018. 
 
Willie was a “well kent figure” in the church and went about 
his duties as church officer in a quiet and efficient manner, 
always willing to go that extra mile when needed.  
 
We would also like to thank James for his support during 
Willie’s recent illness and the days before and after his 
death. 
 
The funeral service was just Willie and a great number of 
people have commented how appropriate James’s eulogy 
was and, indeed, the whole service was something special 
for a very special man. 
 
Also thanks to Gilmour for the appropriate music. Willie 
would have enjoyed it and a number of people recognised 
“Paper Roses” (Kilmarnock FC signature tune) played at 
the end of the service. 
 
Last but not least, a big thank you to our new church 
officer Jim Fitzsimmons for the mammoth task of 
accommodating everyone who attended the funeral. 
Everything went very smoothly and I know Willie would 
have approved.  
 
Willie was well respected by all who knew him – he will be 
missed but not forgotten.   
Many thanks again to all for your prayers and support at 
this sad time.          
         Janey Jack         
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RUTH 
It is with mixed feelings we say good luck to Ruth, our Church 
Administrator, who is leaving her post at the end of November and going 
off on an extended holiday (4 months, I believe!) to visit her family in 
Indonesia and her children, Hannah and Andrew, in Australia. We will 
miss her very much but we are happy for her that she is getting this 
opportunity to spend time with her lovely family. 
 
Good luck, Ruth! We say farewell with our love and prayers that you will 
be greatly blessed and we will look forward to your return. 
 

1st West Kilbride BB Christmas Post 
Christmas cards for WK addresses only can be handed in to the D and B 
Gallery, Richie Street and Billy Burtons, Main Street from Monday 10th 
December until Saturday 15th December (morning.)  Cards can also her 
handed in to the WK Parish Church Hall from Sat. 15.12.18 10am - 
3pm.  The boys will deliver cards from Sunday 16th December 2018.  
Thanks in advance for your support.   
 

An appeal for drivers please 
There are a number within our church family who are no longer able to 
drive or walk easily to the church.  Not getting to the services becomes a 
great miss for them and for us also.  It would be a way of showing that we 
care, if lifts could be arranged on a regular basis. If you drive to church, 
and you feel able, please would you consider making a personal 
arrangement to bring someone along.   
 

CARDS FOR CANCER RESEARCH 

I am still making cards for Cancer Research and I am delighted that 
Elrose Graham is now making some too. There are some Christmas 
cards, including money wallets, available on the stand in the Lower Hall 
and in a box on the table next to it. Please consider buying handmade 
cards, with your donation going to a very worthwhile cause. 

 

USED STAMPS 
In this digital age people are sending less and less letters and cards. 
Nowadays it's emails and texts that are being sent but the exception to 
this is Christmas, when millions of cards are still posted. When you 
receive your cards and letters can you please cut, or tear, your used 
stamps from the envelopes, leaving a margin of paper around them, and 
put them in the box on the table beside the cards? These are sent off to 
World Mission Council for their Stamp Appeal.  
Thank you.       Deirdre Murray 
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CHRIST'S CRAFTS 
What is Christ's Crafts? It is a group of people who meet fortnightly to 
make beautiful floral arrangements and home decorations. We 
are fortunate to have Kath Higgins as our talented teacher who 
leads us through our creations, step by step. I love going along! 
We were asked to make some decorations to raise funds for 
Crossreach so we have been busy doing this for the last few 
weeks. Items will be on sale from the end of November. 
Our meetings start and finish with a prayer and there is great fun 
and friendship shared. Dates and times of meetings are in Dates 
For Your Diary. We would love to have more people join us so, if 
you are interested, please speak to Ina Ratcliffe if you need 
more information.  
 

 

 

 

News from TEARFUND 
 

Are there young people in the church thinking of taking a gap year who 
are ready for a challenge and looking for an exciting, inspiring 
experience? Have a look the webpage, www.tearfund.org to see the 
range of overseas trips on offer. 
 
This October Tearfund are running a Celtic Worship, a brand new 
collaboration between singer-songwriter Steph Macleod and some of 
Scotland's most talented folk musicians. These concerts will be taking 
place in Kirkintilloch, Perth, Edinburgh and Kilmarnock and tickets can be 
booked from ‘eventbrite’. 
 
Following the sell-out success of Cakes, Bake & Faith in 2016, Tearfund 
are holding 3 events this year. The evening revolves around cooking – 
including a live bake-off – with Martha Collison from Great British Bake 
Off, and Will Torrent from Ready, Steady, Cook, as they talk about their 
lives and faith. 
 
Tickets are available from 'eventbrite’. 
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EDITORIAL 
 
It's beginning to feel a lot like Christmas! I am in two choirs and we 
have been practicing Christmas songs for the last two months, I have 
been making Christmas cards for Cancer Research and in our craft 
group, 'Christ's Crafts', we have been making Christmas decorations. 
The shops are filling with all things Christmas and the church is 
preparing for advent. Are you excited or do you dread it? I can't wait 
to get our decorations up but I don't like the commercialism around 
Christmas. Too many people forget that Jesus is the reason for the 
season.  
 
Our twinned church, Emazwini, in Malala Presbytery, Malawi are 
busy building their church and their minister, Rev Stembridge Moyo, 
has sent us some photos of the work in progress. When you think 
that they have to make the bricks by hand, and fire them, they are 
making amazing progress. The money we sent to them was used to 
buy corrugated iron sheets for the roof and some cement but they 
are running out of money to buy more cement. I hope that we will be 
able to do some fundraising to help them. Please keep praying for 
them and watch this space! 
 
South Beach House Care Home have asked our church for a 
volunteer to join their Friends of South Beach Group. If you would be 
interested in doing this please speak to James, our minister. 
 
It is good to think of others less fortunate than ourselves, especially 
at this time of year, and our Gift Service, on the 9th December, is one 
opportunity to give a gift to a child who won't receive much at 
Christmas. You are all such generous people and I'm sure we will 
have another bumper lot of gifts to give this year. Another opportunity 
is the reverse advent calendar, which should give the food bank lots 
of food to help those in need. The whole community will have the 
opportunity to contribute to it and we hope people will take this to 
heart. 
 
Blessings to you all and may the joy and peace of the season be with 
you as you celebrate Jesus' birthday! 

Deirdre Murray 
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Yours Sincerely! 
 
I was born at home in Shortlees in Kilmarnock on 
Christmas Eve in 1947.  I have a brother 5 years older 
than me.  My mother was a church attender and a good 
pianist.  She played for the Women’s Guild and for 
concerts in the Church Hall.  I went to church with my 
mother and attended the Boys Brigade Bible Class, prior 
to Church on Sundays where, at 13yrs old, I played the 
piano for the Bible Class.  Also, I went to Youth 
Fellowship and the Badminton Club. 
 
Having had piano lessons from the age of 8 till 12, my 
mother stopped them because I didn‘t want to play.  
When at church, however, from where I sat, I could see 
the organist’s feet at the pedals and I loved watching him 
playing.  A work colleague helped me with learning to 
play the organ when I was 15 ½ and I did some Trinity 
College of London exams.  I practiced the organ in 
Riccarton Church, (my home church) until I was given the 
post of organist in St Andrews Church in Irvine at age 16 
½. 
 
My wife Maureen, and I were married in St Columba’s 
Church in Stewarton in September 1970, and we have a 
son Christopher, who was born in 1977.  He and his wife 
live in Southampton.  
 
 My parents both died in 1972 when I was 24.  By that 
time, I was the organist in Dunlop Parish Church, with the 
Rev James Currie. 
 
In January 1983, we moved to the Southampton area 
where I had new employment in Gosport.  During our 23 
years in England we attended the Methodist Church and I 
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became a Steward (Elder) for a number of years.  I 
played the organ as a relief organist in our church and in 
other churches in the group. 
 
In 2006, Maureen and I moved to Seamill and two years 
ago we moved into Overton Crescent.  After attending a 
coffee morning in Overton Church (having been at 2 
services), a gentleman arrived at our house, he was from 
Overton Church.  Over a cup of tea, he said he had been 
told that I was an organist and asked, as their organist 
had left, could I play the following Sunday.  That 
gentleman was Willie Jack.  So, the next Sunday led to 
two Sundays and then every Sunday!!  When the 
churches  joined together, I moved with Rev James 
McNay  to the parish church where I really enjoy playing  
the organ, and working  with the choir.  I hope to be 
involved for many more years to come. 
 
When asked, I found it very difficult to come up with my 
favourite hymns, but I have chosen three. Mission Praise 
660, The Lord’s My Shepherd to the tune Crimond.  My 
second choice is ‘O Father All Creating’ which is no 
longer in CH4 but was in CH3 600.  Maureen and I chose 
this for our wedding.  My final choice is Mission Praise No 
4, 'Abide With Me.’  
 
Yours sincerely,   
Gilmour Smith      
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GUILD 
 

The Guild made a good start on the 9
th
 October with the West 

Kilbride Ukulele Group.  This was followed by a very interesting 
talk by David Hunter on the 23

rd
 October telling us about the 

“Christian Bikers”. 
 

On 13th November our speaker was Father Joe Bolan from St 
Bride's Church. The topic was, "What's happening in our jails?" 
Father Joe had been a Chaplain at Kilmarnock Prison for ten 
years and our eyes were opened to the realities of a prisoner's 
life. 
 

In the new year we have Audrey Kolon on the 8
th
 January talking 

on Portencross Castle and our own Minister, James McNay, will 
be telling us about being a Football Chaplain on 22

nd
 January.  

On the 5
th
 February the West Kilbride Primary School are giving 

us a Scottish Afternoon. and on 19
th
 February Helen Ferguson is 

talking on Yorkhill.  Rev. David Hebenton's topic on the 5
th
 March 

will be “The Road and the Miles” and on 19
th
 March we have the 

“Singing for Fun” group.  Our closing lunch is on 26
th
 March. 

 

We are delighted that so many new people have come along to 
our meetings and would be happy for more to join us so please 
come along. As I said previously we are happy to welcome new 
faces. It has been great to see quite a few men at out our 
meetings.        Margaret Kincaid 

 
COMMUNITY CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

 

The annual Community Choir Christmas Concert will be held 
in the church on Tuesday 11th December at 7pm. This is 
always popular so make sure you have it in your diary! 
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SESSION SNIPPETS 
 

We began by singing MP760 “When we walk with the Lord in the 

light of His word”. James read from Proverbs 3 and reminded us 

that in our everyday lives, no matter the circumstances, we 

should always follow God's directions given in Proverbs 3 v5-6. 

 

James gave a tribute to Willie Jack, who had been an elder since 

his mid twenties and served as Church Officer in both Overton 

church and WKPC. James prayed for Willie's family and we 

spent some time in open prayer. 

 

In small groups we discussed an article entitled “Don't Expect a 

Spectacular Christian Life”. The central theme was the great 

importance of self discipline to pray and study God's Word, both 

as individuals and in groups, and that we should never give up 

on this essential spiritual food just because we are not 

experiencing anything spectacular. 

 

Then began the business part of the meeting. 

Presbytery have asked all Sessions to discuss how to respond to 

the challenges facing the national church and Presbyteries, 

namely falling membership numbers, lack of ministers, and the 

number of church buildings which need repairs and 

modernisation. We have to submit our responses to Presbytery 

by 30
th
 November in preparation for a conference on 9

th
 

February in WKPC.  

We received an email from South Beach House Friends Group 

asking for a volunteer from WKPC to become a member of the 

group and attend monthly meetings. It is believed the group 

organise fund raising for South Beach House.  
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Regarding the feasibility of replacing the existing Bill Penny 

building with a new building, the Session agreed that the 

Property team should ask the architects to prepare further 

drawings and information and hold preliminary discussions with 

Council Planners.  

The Finance team reported that WKPC finances are in a fairly 

healthy state.  

 

Session approved the Youth team's proposal to hold a Light 

Party on 31
st
 October similar to last year's event. This is a 

Christian alternative to Hallowe'en, emphasising that Jesus is the 

light of the world. Many volunteer helpers will be needed. 

 

WKPC has purchased a licence to allow us to use Fishy Music at 

children's events. 

 

Session approved the P&P team's recommendation to appoint 

Jennifer Henry and James Morrow to work with children following 

completion of the required recruitment process. 

Session approved three proposals from the M&D team, 1) to 

continue Cafe Church in the Village Hall once per month on a 

Friday evening at least until the end of the year.  2) to organise a 

Yuletide night event in the church similar to last years' event. 3) 

To set up a house group for the folk who attended the last Alpha 

course which finished on 24
th
 September. 

Mary Miller was approved as a new member of the Property 

team. 

 

In small groups we discussed a question submitted by the Youth 

team, regarding how our church can be more inclusive of our 

young people. Various suggestions were tabled. 
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The report on the Presbytery's most recent meeting was noted 

without comment. 

 

Session approved proposals from the eco team for WKPC to 

become more eco-friendly - for example to purchase recycling 

bins for the two halls, to involve the children in creating eye-

catching labels for each bin, and to use eco-friendly cleaning 

materials where possible. 

In small groups we discussed the ideas for a new church logo 

and suggested some modifications to the proposed design. 

 

Session approved the Guild syllabus. 

It was agreed to include in the Christmas leaflets an invitation for 

the folk in the community to donate items for the North Ayrshire 

Food Bank. The proposal is that a covered plastic box would be 

located outside the front of the church to receive these items, 

and that the Christmas leaflets would be distributed earlier this 

year, during the first week of November. 

        Duncan Ferguson. 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – December 2018 
 

Sat 1st  World AIDS Day.  Pray that people worldwide would 
take this opportunity to show support for people 
living with HIV, and to commemorate those who 
have died from an AIDS related illness. (CARE)                                                                                                                          

 We remember too our Messy Church at 3.45 - 6pm 
Sun 2nd Advent Sunday.  We pray for an opportunity to learn 

something new about You Lord Jesus during this 
Advent Season  

Mon 3rd We pray for all who live in Stairlie Cres and 
Summerlea Rd 

Tue 4th We pray for James, our Minister, as he prepares for 
this busy time of year.  We pray also for Anna his 
wife and their two sons John and Alasdair 

Wed 5th We give thanks for all who work in our GP Surgery  
Thu 6th More than 2 million Venezuelans have fled to 

neighbouring Colombia.  Pray for children living on 
the streets without food or shelter.  Ask God to 
protect them from diseases & dangers of forced 
labour and sexual abuse.  Pray for the local 
churches as they respond to the crisis.  (Tearfund) 

Fri 7th WK Yuletide Night!  We pray for a fun-filled night that 
will bring the community together.  We remember, 
Jesus is the reason for the season! 

Sat 8th Glasgow City Mission give thanks for successful staff 
recruitment for this year’s Winter Night Shelter. 
Please pray for volunteers from local churches to 
support the team and for all who will use the shelter 
in these winter months 

Sun 9th Lord, what would You like me to do for You this 
Advent season?    You have been so good to me 

Mon 10th We pray for all who live in Tarbet Avenue and Well 
Street 

Tue 11th We pray for Christmas Concerts and Services to be 
held in the approach to Christmas.  May they bring 
opportunities to invite our friends and family  to hear 
the Good News about Jesus and His love for us all 
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Wed 12th We pray for all who have lost their homes because 
of natural disasters 

Thu 13th Please pray for nurseries and schools in Scotland, 
as many will be acting out the nativity at this time of 
year.  Pray for teachers, parents and children, that 
the wonder of the birth of God’s Son Jesus coming 
into our world will have a lasting effect on many 
lives.  (Scottish Bible Society) 

Fri 14th We give thanks for Betsi Thane as she works 
alongside James our Minister.  We give thanks for all 
that she has brought to the life of our church already 
and we pray that Lord, You will bless and prosper 
her in every way during her time with us. 

Sat 15th We pray for all who are facing a difficult Christmas 
and especially we remember all who will feel the 
weight of grief heavy at this time.  Dearest Lord, we 
can’t hide anything from You. Please comfort as only 
You can.  

Sun16th We pray that during this Advent season, we may 
have the grace to be able to rest, to become aware 
of God’s Presence and to enjoy it. 

Mon 17th We pray for all who live in Wellbank Gardens and 
Weston Terrace 

Tue 18th We continue to pray for Brian, Douglas and Mandy, 
giving thanks for their times with us and praying for 
all they need as they continue to serve in other 
churches.  Bless Mandy and Ian in their marriage 

Wed 19th Bhutan, has a population of 798,000.  98.2% of their 
people are unreached with the Christian message.  
Please pray that God would open a door for foreign 
missionary work.  (Asialink) 

Thu 20th We pray for the Homeless and those far away from 
family because of distress and difficulty and family 
breakdown.  O Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayers 
for all the pain this causes 

Fri 21st We pray for all who are caught up in addiction and 
the pain this brings to family life.  Lord, please be 
their strength in times of weakness 
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Sat 22nd We pray for all who are ill at this time, and especially 
those who will spend Christmas in hospitals or 
hospices.  We pray for all who are in Care Homes 

Sun 23rd We ask for an abundance of love, joy and peace in 
our lives that we might be able to share it with 
everyone we come in contact with 

Mon 24th We pray for every home in our village, that the Light 
of Jesus might shine.    

Tue 25th Father God, we thank You and praise You today for 
the miracle of Your Son’s birth.  Thank You for 
bringing great joy to the world!! 

Wed 26th We pray for all who have been working over these 
Christmas holidays, especially for the vital services 
who come to our aid in times of crisis 

Thu 27th We pray for places in the world where there is 
conflict, remembering especially Syria, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Yemen, parts of Africa.  We pray for 
opportunities for God’s Light to shine in the darkest 
places 

Fri 28th We pray for the Persecuted Church and for all who 
must keep their faith in Jesus a secret.  We continue 
to pray for Christians in North Korea 

Sat 29th Pray that throughout the world churches would 
continue to demonstrate God’s amazing grace and 
generosity as they give out to those in need:  the 
hungry and homeless, the lonely and rejected, the 
victims and the wrongdoers.  (CARE) 

Sun 30th May we have hearts full of thanksgiving for God’s 
mercies, new every morning.  Great is Your 
faithfulness 

Mon 31st Father forgive me for doing things in the past that I 
shouldn’t have done, and for not doing things I 
should have done.  Set my feet on Your right path as 
I go into this New Year     
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From the National Day of Prayer for the Church of Scotland, held in 
November, we have been encouraged to pray for the churches within our 
own Presbytery.  From this month, a church or presbytery group will be 
included in our diary each week.  Please do pray for the changes taking 
place within our Presbytery and the difficult decisions that sometimes 
need to be made.  God is faithful and He works everything for good for 
all who love Him.   
 
 
 

 

Monthly Prayer Diary – January 2019 
 

Tue 1st  HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  “Dear friends, since God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is complete 
in us.” 1 John 4 v 11 & 12 

Wed 2nd We give thanks for James our Minister, Anna, 
John and Alasdair 

Thu 3rd trypraying.org.uk have the bold vision for 2019, 
nothing less than to have their advert on buses in 
every city, town and community in Scotland in 
April.  We pray that support will comeand the 
vision will be more than fulfilled 

Fri 4th We pray for all who are in prison and for their 
families. May they experience the love of God.  
Help them to trust You.  We pray for victims of 
crime. 

Sat 5th We pray for all who have lost loved ones and who 
know the pain of grief.   

Sun 6th  “Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom 
our faith depends from beginning to end.”  
Hebrews 12 v 2 (Good News Bible) 

Mon 7th We pray for all who live in Woodside and Yerton 
Brae (Possible suggestion -  make it a mission for 
2019 to prayer walk the streets as we pray!)                      
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Praying for the churches within our Presbytery – 
Kilwinning Old Parish Church, their Minister and 
congregation   

Tue 8th We pray for our local schools, the Head teachers 
and teachers, those who work in the school 
offices, classroom assistants, those who cook in 
the kitchens, janitors and those who supervise in 
the playgrounds. (Scripture Union) 

Wed 9th We pray for members of our Church Family who 
are in employment and we pray that they will take 
Your light into their work places, may they have 
joy in what they do and know Your help when 
they face difficult situations 

Thu 10th We remember Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan and 
other places of conflict around the world.  We 
pray for peacemakers and peacekeepers 

Fri 11th We pray for all we know who are unwell, waiting 
for test results, or having treatment, and we pray 
for their loved ones who care for them. 

Sat 12th We pray for Chaplains who work in many different 
settings.  We remember James our Minister in his 
roles with Kilmarnock Football Club and 
Ardrosssan Academy 

Sun 13th Lord God, help us to put You first in our lives, to 
love You with all our hearts, souls and minds, and 
to love our neighbours as ourselves  

Mon 14th We pray for all who live in Yonderfield Cottages 
and Yonderton Place  

 Praying for our Presbytery – Clark Memorial 
Church in Largs                                                                                                                   

Tue 15th We pray for all the churches within Ardrossan 
Presbytery, for the congregations facing change 
and the Ministers who are discouraged. We 
remember our twinned church, Emazwini, in 
Malawi 
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Wed 16th We remember the victims of Human Trafficking 
and pray for the agencies dedicated to rescuing 
all who are caught up in modern day slavery  

Thu 17th We pray for our local hospitals, hospices and 
Care Homes  

Fri 18th We pray for all who have been affected by natural 
disasters around the world, for all who have been 
bereaved, and lost homes and livelihoods 

Sat 19th We pray for 2019 Keswick Ayrshire, 31st  May – 
2 June, and for Christian Festivals and events 
being planned during this year  

Sun 20th “As for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord.”  Joshua 24 v 15  Help us lord, to pray for 
this and never give up hope 

Mon 21st We pray for the residents who move into the new 
homes being built in West Kilbride.  May they 
enjoy being in our community and may they come 
to know the Christians here by our love.  We pray 
also for North Church in Saltcoats  

Tue 22nd  We pray for the Persecuted Church around the 
world, for families who have lost loved ones who 
refused to renounce their faith in the Lord Jesus   

Wed 23rd We give thanks for the wonderful opportunities 
we have in our church for teamwork!! We pray for 
all we can accomplish together, in Your name  

Thu 24th We pray for all who are affected by poverty in 
Scotland and around the world.  We give thanks 
for agencies fighting against injustice 

Fri 25th We give thanks for all who are working in our GP 
surgery and pray for them during these busy 
winter months  

Sat 26th We pray for all who are affected by mental illness 
and for those closest to them.  We pray that help 
will be available at their time of need 
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Sun 27th “It happens so regularly that it’s predictable.  The 

moment I decide to do good, sin is there to trip 
me up…I’ve tried everything and nothing 
helps…Is there no one who can do anything for 
me?... The answer, thank God, is that Jesus 
Christ can and does.”  (Romans 7 v 21 – 25 The 
Message)  

Mon 28th We remember all within our church family who 
have moved to be closer to their family or are 
now in Nursing or Residential Care.  We pray 
also for retired Ministers in our Presbytery 

Tue 29th (Crossreach)The Tom Allen Centre in Glasgow 
ask for prayer for those who live and work in the 
city around them, especially those whose work is 
hard and unrewarding and those who lack basic 
needs like shelter or food, that they  may be 
surprised and warmed by the generosity of 
others.   

Mon 30th We pray for all we know who have been called to 
serve In other places.  We pray for missionaries 
and all our friends in YWAM at the Seamill Centre 

Tue 31st We pray for Home care workers as they travel 
around during these winter months.  Help them 
as they bring cheer and comfort to those in need 

 
 

Prayer – an acrostic 
 

Perhaps, more often, we should just listen and be still 

Receiving God’s guidance, expecting to be blessed 

Accepting that God knows our needs, and is eager to fulfil. 

Yet when we do speak, God heeds even the simplest request 

Each childlike prayer is heard: for the prayer warrior’s skill 

Rests in honest everyday words, not just our Sunday best. 

 
Harry Hunter 
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Diary Dates for December 2018 
 

 1 Dec   3:45 PM Messy Church – WKPC 
 

 2 Dec 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church &  
   XLR8 
 2 Dec 2:00 PM Afternoon Service – Headrigg Gardens 
 2 Dec 7:00 PM Evening Service 
 3 Dec 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
 4 Dec   9:00 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
 5 Dec   7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 6 Dec  10:00 AM Christ's Crafts – Lower Hall 
 

 9 Dec 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church &  
   XLR8 
 9 Dec 7:00 PM Evening Service 
11 Dec  9:00 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
11 Dec10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
11 Dec 2:00 PM Guild Meeting- Lower Hall 
   Respond to the Call – Betsi Thane  
12 Dec  2:00 PM Community Chords - Lower Hall 
12 Dec  7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 

16 Dec10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church &  
   XLR8 
16 Dec    7:00 PM Evening Service 
18 Dec    9:00 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
18 Dec  10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
18 Dec 2:00 PM Guild Meeting- Lower Hall 
   Marjory Vernal - Carols 
19 Dec 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
20 Dec  10:00 AM Christ's Crafts – Lower Hall 
  
23 Dec  10:30 AM Family Service 
23 Dec   7:00 PM Evening Service 
24 Dec    4:00 PM Christmas Eve Family Service 
24 Dec  11:15 PM Christmas Eve Watchnight Service  
25 Dec    10:30 AM Christmas Day Family Service  
 
30 Dec  10:30 AM Morning Service and Holiday  
   Junior Church 
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Diary Dates for January 2019 
 

  6 Jan 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
  8 Jan 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
  8 Jan 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
  8 Jan 2:00 PM Guild Meeting- Lower Hall  
   Audrey Kolon – Portencross Castle 
  9 Jan 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
  9 Jan 2:00 PM Community Chords - Lower Hall 

 

  13 Jan 10:30 AM Morning Service with communion and  
  Junior Church & XLR8 
13 Jan 2:00 PM Afternoon Service with communion – Headrigg 
  Gardens 
13 Jan 7:00 PM Evening Service 
15 Jan 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
15 Jan 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
15 Jan 7:30 PM Team Leaders Meeting – Prayer Room 
16 Jan 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
17 Jan 10:00 AM Christ's Crafts – Lower Hall 

 

20 Jan 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
20 Jan 7:00 PM Evening Service 
22 Jan 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
22 Jan 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
22 Jan 2:00 PM Guild Meeting- Lower Hall  
  Rev. James McNay – Football Chaplain 
23 Jan 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

27 Jan 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
27 Jan 7:00 PM Evening Service  
29 Jan 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
29 Jan 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
29 Jan 7:30 PM KS Meeting – Lower Hall 
30 Jan 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

House Groups:   
Currently four house groups meet.  For dates and times of 

meetings, please speak to James McNay. 
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C r o s s w o r d  
December 2018/January 2019 

(Answers on Page28) 
 

 
Across 
 
1  ‘How long will you — your face from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4)  
3  ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the — he 
bore’(Hebrews 13:13) (8)  
9  Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7)  
10 Solemn pledges (Matthew 5:33) (5)  
11 Italian term for full orchestra (5)  
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12 ‘For he who avenges blood remembers; he does not — the 
cry of the afflicted’ (Psalm 9:12) (6)  
14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13)  
17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6)  
19 ‘If he found any... who belonged to the Way, whether — — 
women, he might take them as prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) (3,2) 
22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5)  
23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7)  
24 Precious stone decorating the twelfth foundation of the New 
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (8)  
25 ‘Will you keep to the old path that evil men have — ?’ (Job 
22:15) (4) 
 
Down 
 
1  ‘Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with — 
— ’ (Numbers 20:11) (3,5) 
2  ‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “ — 
— murder”’ (Matthew 5:21) (2,3) 
4  One of Paul’s many hardships endured as a servant of God (2 
Corinthians 6:5) (13) 
5  ‘We ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, — 
inwardly’ (Romans 8:23) (5) 
6  Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7)  
7  ‘My yoke is — and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4)  
8  Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6)  
13 ‘O Lord, you have — me and you know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8)  
15 ‘ — to me the joy of your salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7)  
16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6)  
18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out your hand and put it into 
my side”’ (John 20:27) (5)  
20 ‘God has said, “ — will I leave you; — will I forsake you”’ 
(Hebrews 13:5) (5)  
21 Son of Onam and brother of Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4) 
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ACROSS: 1, Hide. 3, Disgrace. 9, Sonship. 10, Oaths. 11, Tutti. 12, Ignore. 14, 
Foreknowledge. 17, Ashram. 19, Men or. 22, Aroma. 23, Nineveh. 24, Amethyst. 25, 
Trod. DOWN: 1, His staff. 2, Do not. 4, Imprisonments. 5, Groan. 6, Altered. 7, Easy. 8, 
Shrink. 13, Searched. 15, Restore. 16, Lament. 18, Reach. 20, Never. 21, Jada. 
 


