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Letter from the Minister... 
 

Easter Thoughts 
 
Who would have thought that it was Easter once more?  
With all the snow and cold that we have had recently, it has 
seemed that we have been in the grip of winter for a long 
time - and many of us were probably wondering if Spring 
was ever going to come! 
 
But we can be assured that Spring will eventually come, that 
the days will lengthen, the temperature will crawl upwards 
and new life will begin to show. 
 
When I was in Aberdeen as a student, I was on placement 
at a church which had a stained glass window showing the 
scene of the crucifixion.  
 
In the window was the bottom of the cross only showing 
Jesus' feet nailed there. And on their knees beside the cross 
were some of the women who had ministered to Jesus and 
they are weeping. It is a harrowing scene - and reminds us 
of the sacrifice that Jesus made there. The women couldn't 
possibly understand the significance of what Jesus was 
doing. All they saw was Jesus, whom they had followed, 
who they believed was a teacher and someone even more 
significant - and yet, here he is dying on the cross. It seems 
like the end. 
 
But if you looked closely at the stained glass window, there 
was something else at the bottom of the cross. Snowdrops. 
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Now, obviously, there was artistic license at play in the 
depiction - but by putting the snowdrops there, the artist was 
clearly pointing toward something. 
You see, when do snowdrops appear? They are often the 
first sign of Spring. A flower coming into bloom, despite the 
barrenness of the ground. Anna and I and the boys took a 
stroll around Kelburn Castle at the beginning of March, and 
what was striking was all the snowdrops that were out - 
despite it being a perishing cold day. They were a reminder 
that spring was on the way. 
 
The snowdrops in the stained glass window are a reminder 
that even though Jesus is there on the cross, suffering and 
dying in our place - that this is not the end. The snowdrops 
hint that death is not the end - but that life is coming. They 
hint at the resurrection. 
 
And as we come toward Easter, it is important that we 
remember that Easter is about Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday - it is about both. We don't hold one over the other - 
we don't underplay the Friday and all that Jesus did there, to 
get to the joy of the Sunday; but neither do we focus so 
much on the Friday that we forget the unbridled joy of the 
Sunday. 
 
We survey the wondrous cross - and we give thanks for all 
that Jesus has done - the love he has shown for us by dying 
in our place. 
We also remember that endless is the victory that Jesus, 
over death, has won. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
James 
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CHURCH REGISTER 
 
 

The following have passed away recently. 
Please remember their families in your prayers: 

 
 
 

 

Anne Crawford,  Hunterston Road, died 9th January 2018. 
 
George Lindsay,  Kilruskin Drive (latterly Linwood),  
 died 18th January 2018. 
 
Ailsa Wylie,  Meadowfoot Road, died 19th January 2018. 
 
Richard (Ricky) Smith, Nethermiln Road, died 19th January 2018. 
 
Jimmy Adam,  Nethermiln Road (latterly Irvine),  
 died 26th January 2018. 
 
Esmond Corney,  Bowfield Road, died 22nd February 2018. 
 
Henry Allan Walker,  Ayr, died 26th February 2018. 
 
Sandra McGaughrin,  Lawfield Avenue, died 1st March 2018.  
 
John Lightfoot,  Bowfield Road, died 4th March 2018. 
 
James McLean,  Yonderton Place, died 10th March 2018. 
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WORD OF THANKS 
 

Christina Brown, formally of 
Headrigg Gardens, would like to 
thank everyone for all the cards 
and good wishes she received for 
her 100th Birthday on 31st 
January.  Christina celebrated 
quietly at Abbotsford Nursing 
Home where she proudly showed 
off her card from the Queen.  
 
Nan McBride would also like to 
thank everyone for the lovely 
cards, gifts and good wishes she 
received and also to all who came 
to her surprise 80th birthday party. 
She said that she was very 
blessed by the kindness shown to 
her.    

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

A belated happy birthday to Janey 
Jack who celebrated her 80th 
birthday on the 4th March. She 
should have had a lovely weekend 
away but the snowy weather 
meant that this had to be 
postponed. We trust you will have 
a wonderful weekend when it 
comes Janey! 
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EDITORIAL 
 
 

I think there are two things that everyone has been 
talking about lately and those are the changing 
weather and the pot holes in the village. We have 
been fortunate compared to other areas as far as the 
heavy snowfalls go but for two days I had a good 
excuse to stay in and make cards. Do please 
remember to have a look at the card rack in the Lower 
Hall if you need a greetings card. All donations go to 
Cancer Research and, so far, I have been able to 
send over £300 to them. 
 
Science has proved that the severe weather all over 
the world is caused by global warming and, if we want 
to stop the progression of this, we have to take 
responsibility and do our part to save the planet. This 
is something I feel quite passionate about so I have 
written an article about it, "We Count", which you can 
read inside. The theme of the World Day of Prayer 
this year was "All God's creation is very good!" and 
inside the magazine you will find a copy of the Group 
Activity which was part of the service. there are 
sixteen boxes with environmentally-friendly habits 
written in them. How many can you tick? Why not use 
this with some friends and use it as a discussion 
point? 
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I have also included a wee bit about our partner 
church in Malawi, Emazwini Church. 
 
As I write this we are approaching our Easter 
celebrations and there are short services each 
evening during Holy Week to look forward to. These 
are a good way to prepare for the wonder that Easter 
brings. The wonder of a Saviour who was crucified, 
buried and rose again for US! Wonderful indeed! 
A big thanks to all who have contributed to this 
month's magazine. You will see that we have included 
a crossword and a children's page. We hope to have 
this in each edition of the magazine if you, our 
readers, like it. Can you please give us some 
feedback? Can you also suggest any other features 
you would like to see in your Church Matters? I 
wonder if there are people who use the book library in 
church who might like to give a book review for each 
edition (six per year)? Are you in the know as to 
special birthdays and anniversaries of folks in our 
church family and can let us know about them? Have 
you seen an uplifting article or poem that you'd like to 
share? Please let me know what you think - I've been 
editing the magazine forever and I need help.  
 
Finally, I pray that you will be blessed over the Easter 
period and that your love for Jesus will overflow. May 
your light shine in the darkness!      Deirdre Murray 
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KESWICK AYRSHIRE 
 

When? 25th-27th May 2018, 7.30pm - 9.30pm. 
 

Where? The Park Hotel, Kilmarnock. 
 

Who? Speaker: Simon Manchester. 
  Praise: New Scottish Hymn Band. 
 

Exhibitors and Bookstall available from 6.30pm. 
 
Many of you will have heard of the Keswick Convention which takes 
place annually for three weeks every summer in the Lake District 
town of Keswick. 
 
The idea of the Convention is to draw Christians together for a time 
of quality teaching, prayer and praise. 
 
Over recent years, it has been acknowledged that not everyone can 
get down to Keswick and so various 'satellite' events have been set 
up in the name of Keswick Ministries. 
 
Keswick Ayrshire is the first such event local to us, taking place 
over three nights in the Park Hotel in Kilmarnock. It is open to 
anyone to come along to and is free - there is no need to book! The 
idea is bring Christians in Ayrshire together for worship and 
teaching. 
 
The speaker is Simon Manchester who is from Sydney, Australia. 
Simon is a great Bible teacher and preacher and well worth 
listening to. 
 
The music and praise will be by the New Scottish Hymn Band. 
 
More information about this inaugural Keswick Ayrshire event is at 
the website:   keswickayrshire.com 
 
Please consider coming along to this event! If there is enough 
interest, we will perhaps run a bus along from West Kilbride. 
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SESSION SNIPPETS 
 

As usual the Kirk Session meeting was a game of two 
halves, but hopefully all honouring to God. As always 
the minister opens with a prayer and a word from 
Scripture. Our reading was taken from Matthew 19 
v13-15 where the disciples rebuke the people for 
bringing forward their children for Jesus to bless, but 
Jesus asked for them to be brought forward and He 
laid hands on them and offered the listener that “the 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.” An apt 
reading as this is the year of the ‘young people’.  Our 
opening Hymn was the newer version of “The Lord’s 
my Shepherd” followed by a time of open prayer. 
 
The Rev. Mc Nay also gave a tribute to our dear 
departed sister May Paton. May was well known and 
well liked by all. The last time I met May was at 
Community Chords on a Wednesday afternoon where 
we chatted as usual. She was so grateful for the 
Church Family keeping her included in the what the 
Guild was doing and also that she was able to come 
from Abbotsford Nursing Home back to the people 
she loved in the church to sing and have a cuppa. My 
memories of May that day was with a happy smile and 
a cheery demeanor.  
 
Our study time was in small group discussion entitled 
“Do you have a chair?”, an article written by Michael 
Kendrick, the chair being a place where one could 
spend time with God. It should be a place for having a 
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quiet time, a prayerful time and a Bible time. These 
discussions around the table remind me that we don’t 
talk about our faith enough with each other and it's 
good to share thoughts and wisdom with those around 
us. For busy people it was suggested setting a time 
aside by making an appointment to meet with God 
and ring fencing a time on the fridge calendar!  
 
The minster welcome Ann Fitzsimmons and Ian 
Matchett, two new elders, to the meeting. 
 
Then part two - on to business! As usual there were 
team reports, some written others verbal, and 
discussion and some matters were approved following 
the recommendations of the teams. Things such as 
the purchase of a couple of banners for outside the 
front of the church. One generic that give a welcome 
and another for Community Chords. 
 
Many will be pleased to note that the Magazine 
“Church Matter” will continue to be produced 6 times a 
year and that some paper copies will still be available 
for those with no internet access. 
 
It was interesting to note that members and helpers 
were still undergoing training in safeguarding for 
working with the young and vulnerable groups. Some 
still had to complete the mandatory training. 
 
The ‘Big Question’ for the meeting to discuss this time 
was for the Catering Team. How to get more 
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volunteers, especially younger folks, on to the team to 
make it sustainable for the future. Answers were 
written and given to the Catering Team Leader for 
consideration at their next meeting. 
 
The names of a couple who have recently moved to 
West Kilbride were presented to the Session and were 
accepted by Certificate of Transfer. 
 
A general discussion then took place under the 
auspices of the Fabric Team concerning the next 
phase of the Church refurbishment.  We had an 
overall feasibility study done some years ago when 
we decided to complete the first Phase which has 
been a great success story in many respects, but now 
it was time to think of the next phase. The Bill Penny 
Hall, it was noted, was going to need repairs carried 
out in any case and I suppose what was built all these 
years ago was perhaps not as fit for purpose as it had 
originally been. "Watch this space" would be a good 
saying here. 
 
It was interesting to note during the discussion on the 
Attestation of Records that there are 421 members on 
the Church Roll. 
 
There was a short video by the Presbytery about Kirk 
Session Training. While on that subject it was agreed 
to purchase a TV for the Sanctuary facing the Lecturn 
so that the minister or leader could face forward 
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instead of looking behind them when the words of 
Hymns etc were being shown (just like an autocue). 
 
I was chosen to be the representative from the church 
to the General Assembly this year and because my 
wife, Deirdre, is also going on behalf of the Presbytery 
we’ll have a week in ‘Auld Reekie’ again. Last time I 
went to any of the General Assembly days it was 
gloriously sunny and, because it was Deirdre who was 
the delegate, I had some time to wander around my 
old student haunts.  
 
In this other business it was agreed that Deirdre 
should take responsibility for the twinning 
arrangements with the Emazwini Church in Milala 
Presbytery that we previously agreed to twin with. 
 
As we drew to a close we noted that the Church 
Conference was happening on the 16th and 17th of 
February and that our minister was still Interim 
Moderator of Kirkgate Parish Church in Saltcoats 
where the Rev. Mandy Hickman was the serving 
locum. 
 
A delightful piece of news rounded off the evening 
when we heard the Mandy is to be married this year in 
September. Congratulation are in order for a sister full 
of grace. 
 
And with some future dates recorded we stood as 
usual to say the grace together and the evening was 
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over. There is a very relaxed atmosphere in the 
Session meetings and I find that both the devotions 
and the business a good balance for the evening. It 
helps remind us that we are not just a Board of 
Trustees of some limited company, but a court of our 
Lord and that in all we do and say there should be 
honouring to God. Oh well, my turn for writing up the 
Session Snippets is over for another wee while and, 
yes, I willingly volunteered, I was not involved in 
studying the condition of our lovely carpet when the 
request went out! Until next time, God bless.   
      Brian Murray 
 
 
 
 

THE GUILD 
 

By the time you read this the Guild will have had their last 
meeting for this session.  
 
In January we had Norman McGilvray talking about his 
holidays. This should have been accompanied by slides but 
there was a gremlin in the works and the slides could not be 
shown. Nevertheless, it was very interesting to hear about 
the exotic places Norman goes to on holiday. 
 
We also had a talk from our trainee minister, Douglas 
Creighton, on the Guild theme and topic, "Go in Love".  
In February David and Irene McCulloch entertained us with 
a wonderful selection of songs and music and Deirdre 
McKinnon gave a most interesting talk, with slides, about 
her work as a Countryside Ranger at Culzean. 
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In March we were entertained by the Singing Burdz, a group 
of women who are in the Community Choir. It was great to 
have a sing along with them. 
 
At the end of March we will be having our Guild Lunch at the 
Seamill Hydro Hotel and are looking forward to that. 
 
The Guild projects, nationally, have been well supported 
and a wonderful total of £587,121.31 has been donated as 
follows: The Ascension Trust (Street Pastors) £107,585.41, 
Feed the Minds £122,955.28, Christian Aid £89,785.39, 
Care for the Family £94,570.12, Mission International 
£84,183.31 and Prospects £88,041.80. 
 
Our strategy for the last three years has been "Be Bold! Be 
Strong!" and we now look ahead to our new strategy "One 
journey, many roads" and to exploring how the Guild locally, 
regionally and nationally can continue to do great things in 
the name of "Whose we are and Whom we serve." 

Deirdre Murray 
 

CREATION ACROSTIC 
 
Cosmos called out of infinite dark, 
Restless void roused by wisdom’s spark 
Emergent shapes formed in deepest night 
A piercing voice summoned primal light 
The sun and moon obeyed its command 
Infinite life teemed through water and land 
On ground that was once mere dust, Adam stood. 
Now, for a time, all was very good. 

Harry Hunter 
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MONTHLY PRAYER DIARY – APRIL 2018 
 

Sun 1st Thanks be to God for Your indescribable gift.  He is Risen!!!  
Death could not hold Him.  We rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

Mon 2nd We pray for residents living in Burnside Place and Caldwell Road 
Tue 3rd We pray and give thanks for our Minister James, Anna, his wife, 

and their sons, John and Alasdair.  May they be encouraged by 
our love and prayers 

Wed 4th We pray for our Session Clerk Carol, our Elders and all who work 
within our teams – often behind the scenes 

Thu 5th God of miracles, we pray for all who live in Syria, Yemen and 
other places of conflict.  You can make a way where there seems 
to be no way to bring healing from the wounds and scars of war 

Fri 6th Thanks for Christian initiatives to communicate the truth and 
grace of the gospel to children; school assemblies, lessons, clubs, 
youth groups, churches, holiday clubs and mission events.  Pray 
that young people will understand and accept the message of 
Jesus   (CARE) 

Sat 7th We pray for EMAZWINI Church, the church we are newly twinned 
with in Malala Presbytery in Malawi, their Minister, Rev 
Stembridge Moyo, and also for the delegation of 4 visiting our 
Presbytery in June.    

Sun 8th “Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the 
Lord may spread rapidly and be honoured,” 2 Thess 3 v 1.  As St 
Paul asked for prayer, we pray for our local Ministers and Pastors. 

Mon 9th We pray for all who live in Carlung Place and Castle Drive 
Tue 10th We give thanks for the caring hearts of our young ones in church 

who encouraged us to save for the Bible Society project in Jordon 
– Bread and Bread.  We pray for all the resources needed to 
support refugees there   

Wed 11th We pray for our brothers and sisters who worship in St Brides and 
other local churches.  We give thanks for opportunities to serve 
and worship together  

Thu 12th We give thanks for Douglas, Mandy and Brian.  We pray for their 
further studies and for the plans that God has for them 

Fri 13th We remember all who are struggling with addictions and the 
impact this has on family life.  We pray for hope and strength in 
times of weakness 

Sat 14th We pray for World Leaders.  May they have a desire to serve and 
be led by You to seek after wisdom, integrity, justice, truth, and 
freedom  

Sun 15th “Is any one of you in trouble? You should pray.  Is anyone happy? 
Sing songs of praise.  Is anyone of you sick?  Call the elders of 
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the church to pray over you and anoint you with oil in the name of 
the Lord.”  James 5  

Mon 16th We pray for the residents of Castle View and Chapleton Cottage 
and Mains  

Tue 17th Cascade – SU Mission and holiday club training meeting in 
Glasgow today.  We pray for all the preparations being made for 
Scripture Union weekends, holidays, clubs and camps to be held 
during 2018  

Wed 18th We pray for all we know who are unwell at this time, and for those 
with long – term sickness or chronic pain.  We remember their 
loved ones also 

Thu 19th We pray for all who work in our GP Surgery, local hospitals, Care 
Homes and Hospices, may they feel appreciated and encouraged   

Fri 20th We pray for our brothers and sisters who are persecuted for their 
faith in the Lord Jesus.  Lord please be to them all they need You 
to be and provide for all their needs 

Sat 21st We give thanks for the news we hear from all around the world, of 
many people coming to faith in Jesus.   

Sun 22nd We pray for ourselves Lord, where we have lost hope of things 
ever changing.  Stir us to remember that with God all things are 
possible  

Mon 23rd We pray for the residents who live in Chapleton Lane and 
Chapleton Road  

Tue 24th We pray for the victims of Human Trafficking.  Girls and women, 
men and boys, modern days slaves, and yet, they are as precious 
to God as we are.   

Wed 25th We pray for all who feel the pain and grief of loss.  God of all 
comfort, we ask that You will comfort those who mourn 

Thu 26th We pray for all who are in authority over us, our MPs, MSPs and 
Local Councillors.  We pray for godly wisdom and integrity   

Fri 27th We pray that our local schools are safe places where help can be 
found in time of need.  We remember all who have been studying 
for exams 

Sat 28th We give thanks for all who run Foodbanks and for CHANA – 
Churches Homeless Action North Ayrshire.  We pray for a good 
response to requests for donations 

Sun 29th We think of the words in James 2, “What good is it, my brothers 
and sisters, if people claim to have faith but have no deeds?”  We 
give thanks for the generosity of our Church Family, help us to 
show our faith by what we do. 

Mon 30th   We pray for the residents who live in Coldstream and  Corse 
Street 
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MONTHLY PRAYER DIARY – MAY 2018 
 

Tue 1st Conflict has been going on in South Sudan since 2013, resulting 
in 4 million people displaced from their homes and thousands 
killed.  Pray for those lacking food, amid warnings that 1.5 million 
people in South Sudan are on the brink of famine.  (Tearfund)  

Wed 2nd We pray for James our Minister, Anna, John and Alasdair.  We 
pray for every aspect of James’ ministry 

Thu 3rd We pray for James and other local ministers as they visit local 
schools in their role as chaplains.  We pray for good connections 
with pupils and staff   

Fri 4th We pray for Persecuted Christians around the world and give 
thanks for the agencies that seek to support them  

Sat 5th We give thanks and pray for Messy Church 
Sun 6th “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 

love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another  - and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching.”  Hebrews 10 v 24, 25 

Mon 7th We pray for residents who live in Corse Terrace and Corsehill 
Drive 

Tue 8th We continue to pray for the people living in North Korea, that the 
power of evil in this nation will be broken and its people healed 
and destroyed   

Wed 9th We pray also for all who live in Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, 
Yemen and parts of Africa where war and conflict continue 

Thu 10th We pray for peacemakers and peacekeepers.  There is no true 
peace without justice, no lasting ceasefire without reconciliation, 
no way forward  until the injustices of the past have been faced 
and dealt with  

Fri 11th We pray for Aid Agencies and Rescue Services to have all the 
resources they need 

Sat 12 Glasgow City Mission’s  Fund Raising Event – The Big Arran 
Challenge today.  Also we pray for their Child & Family Centre in 
Govan.  Pray for the  parents who have shown an interest in 
attending church and are asking the Centre staff for spiritual 
support 

 
Sun 13th Christian Aid Week.  “Holy God, in Your Kingdom, the strong 

need the weak, the rich are transformed by the poor, the fortunate 
are welcomed by the homeless.  Your Kingdom is built by those 
who expect their God to come.  Amen” 

Mon 14th We pray for all who live in Craufurd Avenue & Crosbie      Drive 
Tue 15th Ramadan begins.  A 30 - day period when Muslims fast between 

sunrise to sunset and sincerely seek God.  Many Christians 
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around the world will be praying that Muslims will meet Jesus 
during this time   

Wed 16th We pray for staff in our GP Surgery and all who work in the NHS 
at this difficult time.  We give thanks for their dedication and help 
in our times of need   

Thu 17th Many people now experience stress in their work places and 
uncertainty about the future, abuse or bullying.  Lord, in difficult 
situations we pray for a safe place to find help and understanding  

Fri 18th As delegates prepare to meet at the General Assembly, we pray 
for Rev Susan Brown who will take over as Moderator 

Sat 19th We pray for The General Assembly 
Sun 20th “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your heart to 
God.”  Colossians 3 v 16 

Mon 21st We pray for residents living in Cubrieshaw Drive and Cubrieshaw 
Park 

Tue 22nd We pray for our Kirk Session as they meet tonight 
Wed 23rd We pray for all who attend The Mallard, The Garratt & GO2 

Glasgow, who offer a range of services to children and young 
people with disabilities including those with learning disabilities, 
sensory impairments and communication difficulties.  
(Crossreach) 

Thu 24th We pray for all who are grieving the loss of someone they loved 
and life has changed so much.  We give thanks that You are the 
same yesterday today and forever and You heal the 
brokenhearted and bandage their wounds.  Psalm 147 v 3 

Fri 25th We pray for the impact of Keswick Ayrshire this weekend in 
Kilmarnock.  Theme: “Being a Christian in the 21st Century.” 

Sat 26th We remember missionaries we know, and all who have gone to 
serve God in other places.  We remember especially Elifadhili, 
Jenny, Nora and Alfie and all our friends in YWAM 

Sun 27th Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, all the time!! 
Mon 28th We pray for all who live in Cubrieshaw Street and Cumbrae Place 
Tue 29th We pray for all who are struggling with Mental Health problems.  

Lord, please lift their burdens, calm their anxieties and quiet their 
fears 

Wed 30th WE pray for Iran.  On - going economic struggles have led to 
protests by the nation‘s poor in recent times.  There is high 
unemployment and only a small amount of the economy is in the 
private sector.  Please pray for peaceful resolution and improved 
opportunities for the poor.  (Asialink) 

Thu 31st We remember all who are in prison.  We pray for Chaplains, 
visitors, Alpha Groups and all who seek to bring the hope of 
Christ into our prisons 
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WHAT CAN HAPPEN ON A CRUISE SHIP 
 
Cruise ships calling at Invergordon are staffed by men and women 
from Asia, Eastern Europe and South and Central America. Last 
year there were 93 cruise ships to call at this Highland port. 
 
On one of these ships was a Christian from the Philippines. Twice a 
week he led an on-board fellowship late at night. 
At the Seafarers' Centre in Invergordon he was delighted to be 
offered a study Bible that would help him prepare for these 
meetings during his scarce free time.  
 
He told the Seafarer's Centre volunteers about his home village, 
where there was only one copy of the Bible. His wife was a teacher 
and every morning before class she spent an hour teaching the 
children a Bible story. Every evening she painstakingly copied out 
another for the next day.  Even his home church did not have 
another copy, but yet had sent eight of the congregation to a 
neighbouring village to plant a church. He explained it like this: “We 
have nothing but we have the Lord.”  
 
Blythswood Care supports the Seafarers' Centre ministry by 
providing Bibles and Christian literature in various languages. The 
day before this cruise ship docked, 30 English New Testaments had 
been included by mistake with other items for the Invergordon 
Centre. But as far as the Christian sailor was concerned, it was no 
mistake! Presented with the New Testaments to take back and 
even with a Children's Bible , he went away rejoicing, saying, “The 
Lord's promise to us was 'My God will meet all your needs 
according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.'” 
 
This is taken from an article in the Blythswood Care magazine. 
Surely the answers to all our problems, worries and concerns are 
contained in the Bible if we just look for them there. Do we really 
appreciate that it is so easily available for us in this country? 

 
 
 



 

Page 21 

 

EMAZWINI CHURCH, 
Malala Presbytery, Malawi 

 
 

A draft Twinning Agreement between our church and 
Emazwini church has been agreed by our Kirk 
Session and we have also agreed that an Emazwini 
group be set up. If anyone is interested in being part 
of this exciting initiative please contact me or our 
minister, James. 
 
 
ABOUT THIS CONGREGATION 
 

Emazwini CCAP Church  was constituted as a 
congregation in 2007. It is a Presbyterian Church. 
 
Their minister was moved to another Presbytery and 
their Interim Minister is Rev Stembridge Moyo, who is 
covering until the congregation get another minister.  
 
The congregation has over 800 members, including 
the elderly and the youth. It has five Prayer Houses 
where people who live too far away from the church 
meet and worship. The minister is also responsible for 
the Prayer Houses. 
 
Historically, this congregation is a well known place 
and was frequently visited by Donald Frazer, one of 
the well known missionaries in around 1889. He was 
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escorted by Kalemba Zimba, an African evangelist, 
when he was visiting Loudon Mission. 
 
This missionary, Donald Fraser, gave them a gift of a 
bell, which is still being used to date. 
 
 
 
ABOUT INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
The church building is small and inadequate and they 
have started constructing a new main church building 
which is at foundation level. They have also 
constructed a manse, which is incomplete, as a home 
for the Parish Minister and the family. 
 
All these projects are self sponsored. 
They have an active Women's Guild, Men's Guild and 
Christian Youth Fellowship. 
 
They are glad that we want to partner with them and 
are ready to work with us and look forward to us 
supporting each other, to the glory of God.   
         Deirdre Murray 
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YOU COUNT! 
 
Climate change is a global problem and the answer is complex but 
each of us can play our part in changing things. If we choose we 
can make our politicians take the action needed. They cannot resist 
us all. We can stop climate chaos. 
 
Each of us can also do our bit to save the carbon that is causing the 
problem, so feel the power of OFF! The average house in this 
country has 12 items on standby. Turn them off and don't worry, 
they'll remember what time it is. TV, stereo, DVD player, computer, 
lights not needed and unplug your mobile phone charger. You'll 
save 519.5kg of carbon and over £80 in electricity. 
 
It is worth knowing that, should every person in the UK do this, it 
would save the entire year's energy output, and carbon pollution, 
from TWO OLD STYLE POWER STATIONS. 

 
Something else that has been a talking point among people I know 
is the amount of plastic pollution that is killing our marine life and 
our animals on land. Are you as fed up as I am of the amount of 
plastic packaging on almost everything you buy? Are you diligent 
about recycling? This year I resolved to use less plastic but it is very 
difficult when food comes in plastic wrappers. Where possible I buy 
fruit and vegetables loose. When we are out for a meal the water 
we ask for comes with glasses with plastic straws. I have asked the 
restaurants not to give us straws and to consider not giving straws 
at all, unless someone really needs one. I have suggested that, if 
straws are required, only paper straws are used. We can all make 
this suggestion whenever we eat out and, the more people they 
hear it from, the more likely they are to agree.  
 
Can you suggest ways we can help save our planet? Can you do 
more to be a good steward of this wonderful earth that God created 
for us to enjoy?        Deirdre Murray 
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HOW DO YOU LIKE OUR HYMNS? 
 

People have different tastes in worship and it can be difficult 
to find a format that pleases everybody. A friend at our 
previous church in Sheffield recently sent us the following 
summary of frequently expressed preferences among 
church members: 
 

1. More fast songs in the opening praise time and more 

slow songs in the opening praise time 

2. More of those wonderful, lovely old hymns and fewer of 

those stupid, boring old hymns 

3. A longer and shorter time of praise at the beginning of 

the service, and a shorter and longer time at the end 

4. Songs to flow quickly into each other and long periods 

of time between songs for reflection 

5. More repetition of songs so they can be learned and 

meditated upon while singing, and less repetition of 

songs because it’s boring to sing the same thing over 

and over 

6. More of those lovely arrangements with extra 

instruments and fewer of those showy arrangements 

with all those instruments 

7. To sing the good old songs more often and to stop 

singing those same old songs 

8. Songs to be sung in higher and lower keys 

9. The praise band to play in the middle of the platform 

where they can be seen, back behind the plants where 

they won’t be a distraction, louder, softer, faster, slower, 

more often and not at all.        Jill and Paul Selman 
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CHANA 
 

No, not an African country!  It is the name adopted by a 
group of representatives of various churches in the area and 
stands for Churches Homelessness Action North Ayrshire. 
 
The fundamental aim is to make Christian response to 
homelessness - the need is great and it is ongoing. 
 
As far as can be ascertained there are not any rough 
sleepers - or what are called “roofless people” - in North 
Ayrshire but there are number living in temporary hostel 
accommodation or trying to become established in newly 
allocated houses. 
 
The main need then, is for basic requirements such as 
toiletries and household goods to be made available to 
those who possess very little.   
 
The group meets on a six week/two monthly basis in the 
High Kirk Hall in Stevenston.  There is close cooperation 
with North Ayrshire Council Housing Staff and Scottish 
Churches Housing Action. 
 
Other developments such as befriending/direct support or 
campaigning may take place in the future. 
 
Anyone interested in joining CHANA would be very 
welcome. 
 
For further information please contact CHANA on 
07585665751 
 
The items needed are as follows: - 
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Toiletries:  soap, shampoo, face cloths, deodorant, shower 
gel, brush/comb, female hygiene items, disposable razors, 
shaving foam.   
 
Clothing:  in small or medium sizes for males and females 
New pyjamas, new underwear, new gloves, new socks. 
 
Household Cleaning Materials: detergent, disinfectant spray, 
scourers, black bin bags, dishcloths, light bulbs.   
 
No bleach please!   
 
In West Kilbride area St Brides Church in Hunterston Road 
is the collection centre and the items can be brought in on 
Monday and Friday from 10am to 4pm.  The box is provided 
in the porch.  Thanks very much for your kind help. 
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DIARY DATES FOR APRIL  2018 
 

 

  1 Apr 8:30 AM Easter Sunday – Sunrise Celebration on Law  
  Hill (leaving from church at 8.00am) followed by 
  Breakfast at Church. 
  1 Apr 10:30 AM Easter Sunday Family Service 
  1 Apr 2:00 PM Afternoon Service – Headrigg Gardens 
  2 Apr 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
  3 Apr  9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
  3 Apr 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
  4 Apr 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 7 Apr 3:45 PM Messy Church - WKPC 

 

  8 Apr 10:30 AM Morning Service and Holiday Junior Church 
 8 Apr 7:00 PM Evening Service – Sanctuary 
10 Apr   9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
10 Apr  10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
11 Apr 2:00 PM Community Chords – Lower Hall 
11 Apr 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

15 Apr 10:30 AM Morning Service and Holiday Junior Church  
15 Apr 7:00 PM Evening Service  
17 Apr 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
17 Apr 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
18 Apr 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

22 Apr 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
22 Apr 7:00 PM Evening Service - Sanctuary 
24 Apr 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
24 Apr 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
25 Apr 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 
29 Apr 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
29 Apr 7:00 PM Evening Service - Sanctuary 
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DIARY DATES FOR MAY 2018 
 
 

  1 May 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
  1 May 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall  
  2 May 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
  5 May 3:45 PM Messy Church – WKPC 

 

  6 May 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
  6 May 2:00 PM Afternoon Service  – Headrigg Gardens 
  7 May 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
  8 May 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
  8 May 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
  8 May 7:30 PM Team Leaders Meeting – Lower Hall 
  9 May 2:00 PM  Community Chords – Lower Hall  
  9 May 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

13 May 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
13 May 7:00 PM Evening Service - Sanctuary 
15 May 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
15 May 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
16 May 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

20 May 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
20 May 7:00 PM Evening Service – Sanctuary 
22 May 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
22 May 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
22 May 7:30 PM KS Meeting – Lower Hall 
23 May 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

27 May 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
29 May 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
29 May 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
30 May 7:00 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

House Groups 
Currently two house groups usually meet fortnightly on 

Monday/Wednesday evenings. For dates and times of meetings, please 
speak to Helen Ferguson or Margaret Morrow. 
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CROSSWORD CLUES 

APRIL 2018 
Across 
1  ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A 
‘don’t know’ in matters of faith (8) 
9  In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3) 
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5) 
11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush 
(Exodus 3:1) (5) 
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) 
(6) 
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, 
making it unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13) 
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17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6) 
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed 
his disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5) 
22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5) 
23 For nine (anag.) (7) 
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8) 
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of 
Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4) 
 

Down 
1  ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — 
my face from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4) 
2  Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, 
Micah, and so on (5) 
4  ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — , 
who is the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6) 
5  An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5) 
6  Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, 
which became a 1953 film starring Richard Burton (3,4) 
7  ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4) 
8  One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a 
foreign woman (Ezra 10:28) (6) 
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8) 
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ 
(7) 
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3) 
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 
8:36) (2,3) 
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5) 
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from 
the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4) 
 
(Solution on the back page) 
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION 
 

 

 

 

 

ACROSS: 1, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10, Fleet. 11, Horeb. 12, Yellow. 14, 
Deceitfulness. 17, Banish. 19, Towel. 22, Boils. 23, Inferno. 24, Eternity. 25, Defy. 
 
DOWN: 1, Will hide. 2, Minor. 4, Glory of Christ. 5, Offal. 6, The Robe. 7, City. 8, 
Zabbai. 13, Psalmody. 15, Chalice. 16, Let off. 18, If son. 20, Worse. 21, Able. 
 


