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Minister’s Letter 
 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest room available for them.  

(Luke 2: 6,7) 
 
I'm sure that al l of us will be aware of the disruption that a new born 
baby brings to a household. 
 
Those who are about to be new parents often receive knowing 
looks from those who have gone through that experience - because 
it is life-changing and nothing can particularly prepare you for it! 
 
We are coming towards Christmas when we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. And I want to reflect a bit upon the disruption that his birth 
made! 
 
Firstly, I want you to think of Mary and Joseph. Their preparation for 
the birth had hardly been ideal. They aren't even married - and yet, 
Mary has been expecting. It is only an angelic visitation which has 
allowed Joseph to see that he shouldn't divorce Mary - but that the 
child she carries is a very special child! 
 
From that inauspicious start, Mary and Joseph have to go back to 
Bethlehem for a census - probably when Mary is heavily pregnant. 
 
They cannot find accommodation - and so have to find shelter in a 
stable and it is here that Jesus is born. 
 
And, of course, as a helpless baby Jesus had the usual human 
needs. So let's not believe that 'Little Lord Jesus, no crying he 
makes' (Away in a Manger) because I'm pretty sure that like all 
babies, Jesus cried! 
 
Disruption - life changing. That's what Jesus' birth was for Mary and 
Joseph like any new parents. 
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But of course, Jesus birth meant a whole other kind of disruption. 
 
Around six months later, when the Magi came to the house where 
Mary and Joseph and Jesus were - they gave gifts to Jesus. The 
gold, frankincense and Myrrh were symbolic gifts - showing who 
Jesus was and what he had come to do. Because Jesus wasn't just 
to change one family's life - he was to change the whole of human 
history - to bring disruption on a whole new level. 
 
Because, with Jesus coming into the world - here was love breaking 
in. Here was light coming into the darkness - here was God 
becoming human flesh. 
 
It is as astounding as it is unexpected. Who would have expected 
God to do such a thing? 
Yet he does! This is his plan of salvation - his power made perfect 
in weakness. 
 
Jesus, of course, still disrupts today. Because when we come into 
relationship with him, he changes our life - he brings new 
perspective - and he brings us hope, peace and joy! 
 
I don't know about you, but I want the kind of disruption in my life 
that Jesus brings. I want to be taken away from my self-
centredness and to focus upon him - because having a relationship 
with God is the relationship from which all others flourish. 
 
This Christmas, I encourage you in the midst of the festivities to 
remember all that Jesus has done. To give thanks to God for his 
great gift of love - and to ask God to bring some 'Jesus disruption' 
to your life! 
 
Love came down at Christmas. His name is Jesus. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
James 
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Church Register 
 

The following have passed away recently. 
Please remember their families in your prayers: 

 

Margaret Dunbar,  Nethermiln Road, died on 19th September 2017. 
 
John Workman,  Fullerton Drive, died on 22nd September 2017. 
 
Maxwell Eade,   Kirkton Avenue, died 15th October 2017. 

 
 

 

Celebrations 
 

Baptism 
 

We celebrated the baptism on Sunday 5th 
November 2017 of: 
 
Isabella Elaine Wilson, daughter of Marc and 
Samantha Wilson, Eglinton Road, Ardrossan. 
 

 
 

Wedding 
 

Robert McNeillie to Jane Donald, Weston Terrace, 
on 7th October 2017 at Seamill Hydro. 
 
 
 

Birthday Celebrations 
 

Happy birthday to Margaret Kincaid who will 
be celebrating her 80th birthday on the 21st  
December and to Gilmour Smith who will 
celebrate his 70th birthday on the 24th 
December. 
 
We hope you both have a wonderful time with 
family and friends. 



 

Page 6 

Editorial 
 

"Have yourself a merry little Christmas...". I know its early for 
singing Christmas songs but when you're in a choir you have to 
start practicing early for the concerts. I'm in three choirs and just 
love to sing! Remember to put the date of the Community Choir 
Christmas Concert  in your diary. More details inside. 
 
Speaking of singing, the folks that come along to Community 
Chords are all in great voice and really enjoying these sing-alongs. 
Great thanks to all the volunteers who so willingly help us with this! 
 
December is a very busy month for the church and there are lots of 
dates for your diary, so check them out. The other week James told 
us that he had spoken to someone who had all their gifts bought 
and wrapped and their Christmas cards written and ready to post. 
This person is very organised whereas I fall into the "last minute" 
category, in spite of wanting to improve each year!  
 
There will be church family meal on the 9th December. I don't know 
if there will still be tickets available by the time you get your Church 
Matters. You will have to contact Carol Fulton, our Session Clerk, to 
find out. 
 
As we come into this season of Advent I pray that you will know the 
joy and peace that Jesus brings. Remember that, for some who are 
grieving, who are sick or who are lonely, Christmas may not be 
such a joyous time. Our Blue Christmas Service has helped many 
people so please be sure to let others know about this year's 
service on the 16th December at 2pm, that they, too, may be 
helped to find some joy at this time. 
 
So, whether you are spending Christmas at home or away, in all the 
razzmatazz of shopping and preparations,  always remember that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. 
Blessings, 

Deirdre Murray 
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What a result - over the past twelve months, the sum of £1436.20 
has been sent to Tearfund, our contribution to their worldwide 
work.    

These monies were raised mainly from the little boxes, so you can 
see how amazing it is how much money they collect.  I thank those 
of you who returned your filled boxes to me, and may I urge more or 
you to take one too.  Just find me and ask for one!  

In one of the thank-you letters to me from Tearfund, they tell about 
21 year old Luiza: 

Luiza and her family spend back-breaking hours on the Patos city 
garbage dump in Brazil., picking through litter to find items that can 
be sold.  The family income is just £30 a fortnight. 

“Everyone here works on garbage picking, but my mother is the one 
who works the most – she spends all day there,’ shares Luiza, 
whose mother is 56, a widow and not in good health. ‘I always 
prayed to God,’ she says, ’I sought from Him something good in this 
neighbourhood.  Things here are difficult, but I prayed to Him that 
somehow this place could hear about God’s love’. 

Her answer to prayer came in the form of a project started by one of 
our local Christian partners, which seeks to promote people’s 
rights, combat poverty and increase quality of life.  Luiza and 
her family have engaged with the project, actively attending the 
weekly meetings and courses in handicrafts, with a view to selling 
their products and improving the family income. 

There are also activities for the children and one of Luiza’s younger 
sisters, who has learning difficulties, has been assisted by the 
volunteer psychologist at the project. 

Now Luiza is excited about the possibilities of her community. 
‘Things have changed,’ she tells us.  ‘I could see the love of God 
and I know that this neighbourhood is also seeing it’. 

Your support is enabling us to follow Jesus where the need is 
greatest – thank you! 

            Alison Coy 
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Guild 
The Guild got off to a flying start this session with Ian 
Davidson entertaining us with tunes on the fiddle. There 
was a great turn out for this, with quite a few men there 
too. 
 

I had been asked to share about my trip to Malawi at the 
next meeting and I brought photos, some video and some 
of the Malawian crafts along. I have been told that 
everyone enjoyed my talk. 
 

At the end of October Marjory Vernal spoke about 
Orphanage work in Romania. I missed this talk as I was 
on holiday, but I've heard great reports about it. 
This week Sheena Whiteford is speaking about Street 
Pastors, a charity she is involved with, and on the 28th 
November Ian Lennox will talk about "The year of the 
honey bee". 
 

Please check out the Dates for Your Diary for information 
on speakers for December and January. Please come 
along, men as well as women, you will be made most 
welcome!      Deirdre Murray 

 
 

Community Chords 
 

What a great start to our new venture which began in September. 
We were delighted at the great response from our members and 
people in the community. We have also had some residents from 
South Beach House and from Abbotsford joining us. It was wonderful 
to see our dear friend, May Paton, among the Abbotsford group. 
 
The 13th December meeting will be on a Christmas theme so please 
pass the word along to anyone you know who would benefit from a 
time of singing some old favourite songs. If someone needs a carer 
then please remember that the carer has to come with them. 

Deirdre Murray 
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SESSION SNIPPETS – KIRK SESSION MEETING 
 25 SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

To start we sang Samuel Stone’s hymn “The Church’s One 
Foundation”, one of a set of twelve hymns he wrote in 1866 
on the Twelve Articles of the Apostles' Creed.  
 
James then read Acts 1:1-9, where Jesus spoke to the 
disciples, that, through the promise of the empowering and 
enabling of the Holy Spirit to “receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth”, a direction that mission be performed locally, 
nationally and internationally.  
 
It was with these thoughts that the meeting was constituted 
by prayer. 
 
Appropriate, after our Bible reading, that the meeting now 
heard from Rev David Watson of Clark Memorial Church 
and our own Deirdre Murray about the Presbytery visit to 
Malawi in April, earlier this year. Deirdre (unsuccessfully) 
tried to coax some of us to join in a dance from Malawi to 
“What a Friend we Have in Jesus” then they took us through 
a slide show and talk about the district of Milala in Malawi. 
We talked of the potential for twinning of churches in our 
respective Presbyteries – in our case with the financially 
poor, but spiritually rich, Emwazini Church (one of fourteen 
churches in Milala), a topic to which we will return at our 
next Kirk Session meeting. 
 
Having heard of the large numbers of people attending 
Church in Milala, it was appropriate, then, that we discussed 
an article looking at five possible reasons why the number of 
people attending Church in the west is decreasing. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles'_Creed
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Four team reports were presented ….. 
 
Youth : The meeting approved a proposal to run a “Light 
Party” to provide young people with an option to Halloween, 
another of our forms of mission in this our “Year of Mission”. 
 
People & Policy : The meeting approved, subject to some 
pre-requisites, that XLR8 youth group may meet in the 
homes of Youth Leaders later this year. 
 
Mission & Discipleship : The meeting approved our 
participation in the Yuletide event in December which, this 
year, will feature a 10 minutes sensory experience.  
 
Finance : Our finances are improving – we now only have a 
£4,500 deficit over the year with some recovery in financial 
giving. We discussed how our finances could be identified 
and directed, utilising allowances from Presbytery, towards 
mission within the local community (examples include 
Messy Church, Café Church, Community Chords, Light 
Party and Yuletide) . 
 
The meeting reviewed options to progress towards the 
second stage of our redevelopment, centred on creating a 
new modern entrance and halls annex and what would be 
required to allow this to become a reality. 
 
The next meeting of the Kirk Session will be at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday, 28 November 2017 in the Sanctuary. Members of 
the congregation are most welcome to attend all such 
meetings. 

Colin McDougall 
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE PLACE £10 IN 
THE OFFERING PLATE ON SUNDAY? 

 

Have you ever wondered what happens to your offering to the work 
of the church?  
 

 About £4.20 is kept by the local church for all sorts of costs, 

including mission, worship, supporting church groups and 

maintaining the building. 

 About £4.88 goes to the Parish Ministries Fund. This ensures 

we have ministries in every part of the country. 

 About 92p supports congregations with services such as 

safeguarding, Law Department, General Trustees and 

Stewardship and Finance. Some of this money also ensures 

the mission of the Church is strengthened through the work of 

Councils. 

We should also remember that each Presbytery can use 5% of its 
total Ministries and Mission contributions at its own discretion to 
assist congregations. 
 

Isn't it good to know? If you would like to increase your offering, 
give by freewill envelopes or Standing Order please let DR John 
Coy, our Treasurer know.     Deirdre Murray 

 
Hand Made Cards For Sale 

 

When our dear friend, Evelyn McFarland, was diagnosed with 
cancer she began to make cards to sell at the church in aid of 
Cancer Research, a cause dear to the hearts of many.  
 

Evelyn was a very gifted craftswoman and her cards sold like 
hotcakes! Before she died I promised that I would carry on with this 
so I learned how to make cards and now try to put a variety of cards 
onto the stand in the Lower Hall.  
When you need a greetings card do, please, take time to have a 
browse and, if there isn't a card already made that you require, 
speak to me about it and I will do my best to make one for your 
specific need.         Deirdre Murray 
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Church Flowers 
 
After the Harvest Thanksgiving we 
were able to deliver bouquets of 
flowers, baskets of flowers and 
plants to members of the 
congregation who are ill or 
housebound thanks to the ladies of 
the flower arranging team who 
provided them. 
 
In addition to decorating the 
sanctuary for Christmas we are 
again taking orders for fresh foliage 
Christmas door hangings.  They will be available mid 
December and the cost is £8. If you wish to order one 
please add your name to the list at the back of the sanctuary 
or contact me on 829114 by December 10th. 
 
I wish to thank all those in the congregation who have made 
donations to the flower fund or provided flowers for a 
particular Sunday this year.  My thanks also to all the ladies 
of the flower arranging and delivery teams for their help and 
hard work this year. 
 
If you wish to make a donation in 2018 please contact me or 
see Ruth during office hours and if you wish to mark a 
particular date please put your name against that date on 
the flower calendar which is on the notice board at the back 
of the sanctuary.  
 
Again many thanks to all those who have helped to ensure 
that we have beautiful flowers in the sanctuary Sunday by 
Sunday.         Moira Mackinnon 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – December 2017 
 

Fri 1
st
 World Aids Day.  We pray that governments will invest 

more in prevention and treatment of this disease affecting 
more than 40million people today, 2/3’s of them live in 
Sub-Saharan Africa.  Ask God to grant success to 
Christian organisations providing support to victims and 
their families.  (CARE) 

Sat 2
nd

 Glasgow City Mission’s Winter Night Shelter opened last 
night. We pray for staff and all who will use the Shelter 
over these next 4 months.  We pray for men women and 
children affected by poverty and homelessness in Glasgow  

Sun 3
rd

 Advent Sunday.  Lord, we ask You today to prepare us for 
Your coming.  Give us,Your people a sense of expectation.  
Restore our passion for all that is good and right, that we 
may be bright shining lights in this place. 

Mon 4
th

 We pray for the residents who live in Stairlie Crescent and 
Summerlea Road 

Tues 5
th

 We Give thanks and pray for James our Minister, Anna his 
wife and their sons John and Alasdair.  We pray especially 
for James at this very busy time of year.  May You meet 
him in the quiet place, that he may have Your enabling for 
every aspect of his ministry 

Wed 6
th
 We remember missionaries and all whom You have called 

to serve in other lands.  Be to them all they need You to 
be, especially in their time of separation from family and 
friends at home at this special time of Christmas 

Thu 7
th

 We pray for all who are ill, awaiting tests or results, having 
treatment and for all who are close to them and concerned 
for them.  Help them to trust in Your unfailing love. 

Fri 8
th

 We ask You to govern the hearts and minds of those who 
lead our nations and for those in authority, that they may 
act justly, with honesty and integrity according to Your will 

Sat 9
th
 We pray for all who have experienced injury and heartache 

resulting from random shootings, bombings, killings, acts 
of terrorism, the fire in Grenfell Tower.  We give thanks for 
all the random acts of kindness and compassion that so 
often go unreported but You Lord, saw it all.  
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Sun 10
th

 Lord, we give thanks that the Light of Your love still shines 
in the midst of the darkness.  Shine Jesus, shine… 

Mon 11
th

 We pray for the residents who live in Tarbert Avenue and 
Well Street  

Tue 12
th

 We pray for Carol Concerts and Christmas Services being 
held at this time.  We give thanks for these opportunities to 
invite friends and families to hear again the message of 
Your wondrous love 

Wed 13
th

 We give thanks and pray for Mandy, Douglas and Brian in 
their various ministries and studies.  We give thanks for the 
input they have here in WKPC 

Thu 14
th

 TEARFUND ask for prayer for the refugee camps in 
Bangladesh, home to more than ½ million Rohingya 
people.  Everyone is in need.  Pray that the ongoing needs 
can be met and there are enough supplies for everyone 

Fri 15
th

 We pray for everyone who lives under the dark cloud of 
poverty and debt and fear of unemployment, especially 
those trying to provide for families at this time of year. 
Please save them from taking wrong desperate measures 

Sat 16
th
 We pray for all for whom this day and this season will 

seem long and hard, for those in hospital or ill at home, 
those who are grieving, those struggling with despair or 
depression, those seeking work.  Loving Lord, turn their 
darkness into light.  May they sense Your nearness in such 
a special way  

Sun 17
th

 “Be kind and compassionate to one another.”  Ephesians 4 
v 32.  Lord, as Your people, we pray for opportunities to 
excel in showing kindness and compassion to those 
around us – and to give You all the glory! 

Mon 18
th

 We pray for the residents who live in Wellbank Gardens 
and Weston Terrace 

Tue 19
th

 We remember the people of Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq and 
all the places of conflict around the world.  We pray for 
peace and we pray for those who are working for peace.  
We pray for all who have lost all hope of peace ever 
coming.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer 

Wed 20
th

 We pray for a project run by the Jordan Bible Society 
called ‘Bread and Bread’ providing physical and Spiritual 
food to refugees fleeing from Syria (Scottish Bible Society) 
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Thu 21
st
 Today in the midst of all the hustle and bustle, let us be still 
and know that You are God, and that You are the reason 
for the season! 

Fri 22
nd

 We remember packing our shoe boxes for Blysthwood!  
Let us take a moment to pray for their safe delivery, and 
pray for each man woman or child we were thinking of as 
we shopped or packed or donated. 

Sat 23
rd

 We pray for all who will be working over Christmas, 
especially those working in essential services.  May they 
have special joy in all theydo 

Sun 24
th

 We give thanks that You , Lord Jesus were raised in a 
family.  We give thanks and pray for our families both near 
and far, close or apart 

Mon 25
th

 Father God, when Your precious Son became a tiny baby 
in a stable in Bethlehem, born in poverty and simplicity, 
You changed our world.  No longer a baby, Jesus, You are 
King of kings and Lord of lords and today we celebrate 
You and give thanks for Your extravagant love  

Tue 26
th

 We pray for the young families we have in church, praying 
protection on their marraiges and godly wisdom for parents 
as they raise their children   

Wed 27
th

 We pray for children who are not being brought up in a 
Christian household, may there still be Christian influences 
in their lives 

Thu 28
th

 We pray for our neighbours.  This is often a time for get-
togethers& parties.  We pray for those who feel lost or 
lonely and those who need practical help 

Fri 29
th

 We pray for all whose lives have been affected by natural 
disasters – flooding, hurricanes, drought, earthquakes etc, 
for all who need help long after the television crews have 
left.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayers 

Sat 30
th
 We give grateful thanks for the peace and freedom we 

have enjoyed living in this place.  We give thanks for the 
beauty we see in each winter, spring summer and autumn.  
How blessed we are. 

Sun 31
st
 We give thanks for 2017 our Year of Mission!  
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Monthly Prayer Diary – January 2018 
 

Mon 1
st
 Happy New Year!!  Let us make it our aim to get 

closer to God, to read and study His precious Word 
and to follow wherever He leads.  Holy Spirit we pray 
for Your leading and guidance to help us and to flow 
through us 

Tue 2
nd

 We pray for James, Anna, John and Alasdair.  May 
they be encouraged by our love and our prayers 

Wed 3
rd

 We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, work 
colleagues who do not yet know Jesus as their Lord 
and Saviour.   

Thu 4
th
 Wepray for all who have been attending the Alpha 

Courses here and in other churches.  We give thanks 
for the Alpha Courses being run in prisons 

Fri 5
th
 We pray for all families at this time, particularly those 

who find themselves under strain after the holiday 
season, whether from overspending or through 
conflict in relationship.  We pray for the Tom Allen 
Counselling Centre in Glasgow (Crossreach) 

Sat 6
th
 We pray for MPs and MSPs and for all who are in 

authority over us.  May they be men and women of 
integrity and may they seek godly wisdom 

Sun 7
th
 We pray for our Church Family and give thanks that 

though we are all different we can all work together 
and play a part in God’s plan 

Mon 8
th
 We pray for the residents who live in Woodside and 

Yerton Brae 
Tue 9

th
 We pray for our local schools.  May they be safe 

places to learn and to grow, where every child can 
reach their full potential 

Wed 10
th
 We pray for all the groups and organisations who 
meet up within our church building.  We give grateful 
thanks for the resources we have and can make use 
of.  May WKPC be a beacon of light and life in our 
community 
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Thu 11
th
 We give thanks for four new workers for the harvest in 

Bhutan.  Please pray for them and their families as 
they oversee and pastor many churches and seek to 
plant more underground churches in Bhutan.  
(AsiaLink) 

Fri  12
th
 We pray for those who are in prison, and for their 

families.  We pray for prison staff and also for the 
victims of violence and crime.  We give thanks that the 
Scottish Prison Service’s vision is:  Unlocking 
Potential – Transforming Lives.  We pray for all who 
are involved in trying to make this happen 

Sat 13
th
 We pray for all who are caught up in addiction – 

gambling, drugs, alcohol, pornography.  Lord, be their 
strength in times of weakness 

Sun 14
th
 We give thanks O Lord, for all who have encouraged 
us in our faith walk.  May we be encouragers to those 
around us 

Mon 15
th
 We pray for the residents who live in Yonderton Place 
and the farms in and around West Kilbride 

Tue 16
th
 We pray for Carol our Session Clerk, for our Elders 

and Team Members and all who work behind the 
scenes, especially for any who have lost their 
enthusiasm, are tired or struggling in their faith walk.  
We pray for the Elders Conference to be held on 
Saturday 

Wed 17
th
 Scripture Union Day of Prayer 2018.  As they seek 
God for their future, we give thanks and pray for the 
work of Scripture Union 

Thu 18
th
 We give thanks for the encouraging start to the new 

Men’s Group and we pray for growth and good times 
of fellowship together  

Fri 19
th
 We remember our GP Surgery and pray for everyone 

working there during this difficult time 
Sat 20

th
 We pray for our local hospitals, hospices and Care 

Homes.  We give grateful thanks for everything that is 
available to us at our point of need 
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Sun 21
st
 We pray for our brothers and sisters who worship at 

St Brides and in other local churches.  We pray for 
Ardrossan Presbytery 

Mon 22
nd

 We pray for residents living in local Care Homes, 
especially for those who previously lived in West 
Kilbride 

Tue 23
rd

 We pray and give thanks for Rendezvous, The Guild 
and Community Chords  

Wed 24
th
 We pray for Messy Church and for all our Youth Work.  
We give grateful thanks for all the leaders, their 
enthusiasm and dedication.  May they see times of 
rich blessing and seeds sown that will come to fruition  

Thu 25
th
 We pray for all who are caught up in Human 

Trafficking and give thanks for agencies working to set 
the captives free 

Fri 26
th
 We give thanks and pray for Rescue Services and Aid 

Agencies, Fire and Ambulance Services 
Sat 27

th
 We give thanks and pray for all who work to keep us 

safe, for Police, Armed services, for Intelligence 
Agencies 

Sun 28
th
 Today is Homelessness Sunday.  God of all refuge, 
please protect and provide for all who have no home.  
God of all peace, please calm troubled minds.God of 
all compassion, we give thanks for individuals, 
churches and organisations who work to provide 
support and care 

Mon 29th We pray for residents who live in Aiknut Road and 
Ailsa View 

Tue 30th We pray for North Korea.  We ask for wisdom and 
restraint for world leaders involved in the current crisis 
so that a peaceful solution can be found to end North 
Korea’s nuclear threats  

Wed 31
st
 We thank God that even when situations seem 
impossible, nothing is impossible for Him. 
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A Prayer for Christmas 

Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus,  
that we may share in the song of the angels,  
the gladness of the shepherds,  
and worship of the wise men.  

Close the door of hate 
and open the door of love all over the world.  
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.  
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, 
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.  

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be Your children, 
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts,  
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

 
 

A Prayer for the New Year 
 

For each step that I might take 
Be my guide, O Lord of life. 

For each load that I might bear 
Be my strength, O Lord of life. 
For each mountain I might face 

Be my power, O Lord of life. 
For each river that might impede 

Be my safety, O Lord of life 
For each place where I might rest 

Be my peace, O Lord of life. 
For each sunrise and sunset 

Be my joy, O Lord of life. 
 

John Birch, Celtic Prayer Resources  
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World Mission Stamp Appeal 

 
We all receive 
Christmas cards and 
other items though the 
post at this time so, can 
I please urge you to 
donate your used 
stamps to the World 
Mission Stamp Appeal. 
If you can ensure that 
there is about a quarter of an inch margin round the 
stamp when you cut or tear it off the envelope that 
would be very helpful.  
 
Stamps can be left on the table in the Lower Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas is a season of joy and good will, of singing and 
merriment and of generosity. Christmas is a season of 
sharing and love. Christmas is a season of concern for the 
needs of others, a season of the helping hand. And that's as 
it should be, for there is great satisfaction in making others 
happy.     Salvation Army, The War Cry. 
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Community Choir Christmas Concert 

 
For those of you who look forward to the Community 
Choir Christmas Concert, you will be delighted to 
know that we will be holding this in the church on the 
12th December. For those of you who have not yet 
been to one of our concerts, do please come along 
for a great evening's entertainment! We have a 
varied programme of old and new songs for you with 
plenty of audience participation.  

Deirdre Murray 
 

Christmas Acrostic 
  

Cold, fragile and aching, this carpenter’s wife  

Held her defenceless newborn fearfully;  

Responsible now for his every pulse of life,  

Isolated from kinswomen, intuitively and tearfully  

She somehow kept him warm and fed,  

Tried settling him in a makeshift bed:  

Motherhood was harsh on this young slip, barely wed.  

And then, bearing awestruck certainties, sent to reassure,  

Shepherds came rattling at the stable door.  

 
(Harry Hunter 
https://harryhunteronline.com/) 
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News from the Youth Team 
 

By the time you read this, we will have held the Light Party 
on Hallowe’en, explored what happened to Moses at Messy 
Church, taken part in the Day of Prayer on 25

th
 November, 

organised the Nativity Sheep Trail, prepared for the 
December Messy Church and we will be getting ready for 
the drama at the all age Christmas Eve service! And of 
course, every Sunday we support Seedlings, Junior Church 
and XLR8. 
 

It leaves me a bit breathless just writing all of that but I was 
reflecting on the vows of membership, having heard them 
again at the service on 5

th
 November when we had the joy 

of welcoming Mark Wilson into the church family. Like Mark, 
we at one time promised to give of our time, talents and 
money in the service of Christ’s Kingdom. 
 

None of the activities listed above could take place without 
the amazing number of people who give of their time and 
talents to make these events go smoothly. Whether it’s 
moving chairs, doing registration, organising crafts, knitting 
sheep, preparing food, being a welcoming face for a new 
family, faithfully preparing teaching material to deliver on a 
Sunday morning or praying for our work with young people 
in and around the congregation, you play a vital part in the 
mission of the congregation.  
 

And we all give a proportion of our money to the 
church....and some of that buys the materials we need to 
deliver all of this work. You may think that what you do is not 
very significant but we need all of you and we thank God for 
your faithfulness and commitment in helping to reach young 
folk with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Alison Ward, Youth Team Leader 
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Diary Dates for December 2017 

 

  2 Dec 10:00 AM Messy Church – WKPC 
 
  3 Dec 10:30 AM  Morning Service, Junior Church and XLR8 
  3 Dec 2:00 PM Afternoon Service – Headrigg Gardens 
  4 Dec 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
  5 Dec 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room  
  6 Dec 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 
10 Dec 10:30 AM Morning Gift Service, Junior Church and XLR8 
10 Dec 7:00 PM Evening Service  
11 Dec 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
12 Dec 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
12 Dec 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
12 Dec 2:30 PM Guild Meeting – Lower Hall 
  With Gilmour Smith – Carols 
13 Dec 2:00 PM Community Chords – Lower Hall 
13 Dec 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
16 Dec         2:00 PM       Blue Christmas Service 
 
17 Dec 10:30 AM Morning Service, Junior Church and XLR8 
17 Dec 7:00 PM Evening Service  
18 Dec 7:30 PM Men's Meeting 
19 Dec 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
19 Dec 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
20 Dec 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 
24 Dec 10:30 AM Family Service 
24 Dec 4:00 PM Christmas Eve Family Service 
24 Dec 11:15 PM Christmas Eve Watchnight Service  
25 Dec 10:30 AM Christmas Day Family Service  
27 Dec 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 
31 Dec 10:30 AM Morning Service and Holiday Junior Church 

 

 



 

Page 24 

Diary Dates for January 2018 

 

  7 Jan 10:30 AM  Morning Service with communion and Holiday Junior 
Church 

  7 Jan 2:00 PM Afternoon Service with communion – Headrigg Gardens 
  8 Jan 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
  9 Jan 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
  9 Jan 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
  9 Jan 7:30 PM Team Leaders Meeting – Prayer Room  
10 Jan 2:00 PM Community Chords – Lower Hall 
10 Jan 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

14 Jan 10:30 AM Morning Service, Junior Church and XLR8 
14 Jan 7:00 PM Evening Service 
16 Jan 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
16 Jan 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
16 Jan 2:30 PM Guild Meeting – Lower Hall 
  With Norman McGilvray – Holiday slides 
17 Jan 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

21 Jan 10:30 AM Morning Service, Junior Church and XLR8 
21 Jan 7:00 PM Evening Service  
23 Jan 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
23 Jan 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
23 Jan 7:30 PM Kirk Session Meeting – Sanctuary  
24 Jan 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

28 Jan 10:30 AM Morning Service, Junior Church and XLR8  
28 Jan 7:00 PM Evening Service  
30 Jan 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
30 Jan 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
30 Jan 2:30 PM Guild Meeting – Lower Hall 
  With Rev. James McNay – Guild Theme and Topic 
31 Jan 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 

 

House Groups 
Currently two house groups usually meet fortnightly on 

Monday/Wednesday evenings. For dates and times of meetings, please 
speak to Helen Ferguson or Margaret Morrow. 


