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Minister’s Letter
All Change...
As I write this, most people have now returned from their
holidays - either abroad or in this country after the lovely
weather we have had this summer. And I hope that you
have had a relaxing and refreshing break.
And maybe as you came back from your holidays, you
realised that within the church, a few things have changed.
We have moved from the Parish Church building to the
Overton Building - and the pews in the Parish Church have
been removed. And it is anticipated that the contractor will
begin the refurbishment work proper in the Parish Church in
the first few weeks of September.
Any period of change can, of course, be unsettling. And it is
no different for the church at this time.
Recently, in our Sunday morning services we have been
looking at the book of Exodus. And we have seen how the
Lord led the Israelites on a journey from slavery in Egypt
towards the Promised Land. The journey took some time as
Pharoah's heart was hard and he refused to let the people
go. But eventually, after God did many signs and wonders to
show His power, the Israelites were free!
Interestingly, however, when the people came out of Egypt,
the Lord did not take the people the most direct route
towards the Promised Land. In His wisdom, He took them a
detour. At the time, the Israelites may have wondered why
He was taking them a strange route out of Egypt - and yet if
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we know the story, we understand that God had more of His
glory to reveal - and He did so with the episode of the
Israelites crossing the Red Sea.
In many ways, it is not difficult to see how this story from
Exodus has related to our own situation as a church in West
Kilbride. We too have been on a journey - a journey in terms
of the union of the two churches and a journey in terms of
our refurbishment project. In many ways, we had hoped that
things would have moved more quickly in terms of the
refurbishment and it feels like we have been on a bit of a
convoluted journey - but we trust that God's timing is perfect
and things are now progressing at the right time.
The great thing is that it doesn't matter where we are - or
how long the journey takes, but we can always be assured
that in the same way God was with the Israelites, so He will
be with us. Because even though things change - we can
always be assured that one thing will never change - God
remains the same yesterday, today and forever.
So throughout this transitional phase, let us keep our eyes
fixed on the Lord. Because after all, all that we do in the
church is designed to bring Him praise and glory - and as a
church, this is our deepest desire.
Yours in Christ,
James
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Church Register
The following have sadly passed away recently and our
thoughts and prayers are with their families:
Rosemary Wood,

Highthorne Cottage, died on 25th May 2013.

Helena Craig,

Fauld's Wynd, died on 9th June 2013.

William Kane,

latterly Ayr, died on 18th June 2013.

Sandy Tyre,

latterly Abbotsford Nursing Home, died 2nd July 2013.

Ivor Roscoe,

Ardneil Avenue, died 8th July 2013.

Donnie Hutchison, latterly Caledonia Care Home, died 10th July 2013.
George Roberts,

latterly Abbotsford Nursing Home, died 30th July 2013.

Mary Pennycook,

latterly Warrenpark Nursing Home, died 7th August 2013.

James Coupar,

Nethermiln Road, died 15th August 2013.

Baptism
The following baptisms have taken place
within the church:
Emma Louise Gillespie, daughter of Colin and Clair, on 16th June 2013.
Lucy Autumn McAlinn, daughter of Scott and Lauren, on 11th August 2013.

Please remember these children and their families in your
prayers.
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JUNIOR CHURCH
Junior Church started the new session on 25 August with new age
groups, new leaders and a new location! We have changed the age
groups a little to reflect the large number of children in P1 and P2
and have made the “top” group from P6 - S2. Jo Sadler, Mark
Shanks and Alison Ward have joined Shona Lidbury, Ailsa Jack, Jill
Byers and Helen Ferguson as leaders.
We are building up a rota of helpers who will take a turn, perhaps
once a month, and allow the leaders the chance to attend worship.
We have some great volunteers but more would be welcome!
Anna McNay and Lesley Richardson have moved on from the
Creche, now that their two boys are in Treasure Seekers and a new
group of Mums and Grans is taking over. Our aim is to provide a
loving and safe environment in the Creche so that Mums feel
comfortable leaving their youngster there and can attend worship.
The other challenge is fitting all the groups into the more restricted
accommodation at Overton. We are grateful for the use of a room in
the Village Hall for the oldest age group. They are in the process of
thinking of a name for their group....watch this space!
We value the prayer support of the congregation and suggest the
following points for your prayers.
• that the children will settle into the slightly different routine and
get to know their leaders
• that the leaders will find the best way to use the space and the
time and will be able to get the children excited about knowing
God
• that the helpers in all age groups of our work with young
people, from Creche through to YF, will feel they are making a
real contribution to the youth work in the congregation
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The Guild
Theme: A Fellowship to Build
The new session of the Guild starts with a communion
service in St Columba’s Church in Kilbirnie at 7pm
01 October
08 October
15 October
29 October

NO MEETING. Age Concern concert.
At Home.
Travels with Norman McGillvary.
Project. Passage from India.

06 November
12 November

Fayre Presents 11am & 3pm.
Mr Ferguson. History of
Dalgarven Mill.
Ellen Gordon. Wrapping for
Christmas.

26 November

10 December
17 December

NO MEETING. Age Concern lunch in
the Hydro.
Allocation of funds. Carols & readings.

The Guild will have their first meeting on Tuesday 08
October at 2:30pm in Overton hall. This will be an informal
“at home” meeting when the new syllabus will be available.
This will cost £8. We hope there will be something to suit
everyone and we will warmly welcome all ladies &
gentlemen to the meetings. So come along and enjoy an
afternoon of speakers, fellowship and a nice cup of tea.
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Diary Dates for September 2013

1 Sep 10:30 AM Morning Service with Communion and
Junior Church at Overton Church
1 Sep 2:00 PM Afternoon Service with Communion - Headrigg
Gardens
1 Sep 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Overton Church Hall
3 Sep 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Overton Crèche
3 Sep 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Overton Church Hall
6 Sep 7:00 PM 'Call To Prayer for Syria and The Middle east' –
Meeting at Sanctuary at Overton Church
7 Sep 08:30 AM Prayer Breakfast at Overton Church
8 Sep 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at
Overton Church
8 Sep 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Overton Church Hall
10 Sep 09:30 AM Women Who Pray – Overton Crèche
10 Sep 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Overton Church Hall
11 Sep 7:15 PM (CBS) Church Bible Study & Prayer Meeting –
Overton Church Hall
13 Sep 7:00 PM 'Call To Prayer for Syria and The Middle east' –
Meeting at Sanctuary at Overton Church
15 Sep 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at
Overton Church
15 Sep 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Overton Church Hall
15 Sep 7:30 PM Evening Service at Overton Church
17 Sep 09:30 AM Women Who Pray – Overton Crèche
17 Sep 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Overton Church Hall
18 Sep 10:00 AM Church Craft – Overton Church Hall
20 Sep 7:00 PM 'Call To Prayer for Syria and The Middle east' –
Meeting at Sanctuary at Overton Church
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22 Sep 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at
Overton Church
22 Sep 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Overton Church Hall
24 Sep 09:30 AM Women Who Pray – Overton Crèche
24 Sep 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Overton Church hall
24 Sep 7:30 PM Team Leader Meeting – Overton Church Hall
25 Sep 7:15 PM (CBS) Church Bible Study & Prayer Meeting –
Overton Church Hall
27 Sep 7:00 PM 'Call To Prayer for Syria and The Middle east' –
Meeting at Sanctuary at Overton Church

29 Sep 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church at
Overton Church
29 Sep 6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Overton Church Hall
29 Sep 7:30 PM Evening Service at Overton Church

House Groups (WHG)
There are four groups each meeting fortnightly as follows:
2 Sep 7.30PM
Monday in Audrey Brown’s house
4 Sep 2.30PM
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
4 Sep 7.15PM
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
4 Sep 7.30PM
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
16 Sep
18 Sep
18 Sep
18 Sep

7.30PM
2.30PM
7.15PM
7.30PM

Monday in Audrey Brown’s house
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house

House Groups
There are four groups, each meeting fortnightly as follows:
7.30pm Monday in Audrey Brown's house
2.30pm Wednesday in Eileen Hinde's house
7.15pm Wednesday in Margaret Morrow's house
7.30pm Wednesday in Helen Ferguson's house
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Easy Fundraising
Many people enjoy the convenience that comes with
shopping online - whether that be for groceries, clothes or
electrical goods.
But did you know that whilst you shop online, you can also
benefit the church financially at no cost to yourself?
By registering with 'Easy Fundraising', any purchase that
you make online at over 2000 retailers (including John
Lewis, Amazon, M&S and Argos) a percentage of that sale
will go towards the church.
Please go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk for more
details and search for 'West Kilbride Parish Church' as a
good cause to support and information as to how this works.
J McNay
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Hope Deferred
Hope Deferred is a conference for those who have or are
experiencing infertility, miscarriage or infant loss. This
year it will be held in Robroyston Church of Scotland in
Glasgow on Saturday 19th October 2013. The main aims of
the conference are to encourage people to trust God in the
midst of infertility and infant loss, reassure people that they
are not alone in their struggles and to provide a safe and
loving environment where issues can be discussed and
prayed for. Those who have not personally undergone
these experiences but know someone who has are also
very welcome to attend the conference, as are ministers and
pastors.
The programme includes talks by Rev. Iain Macaskill
(Rosskeen Free Church, Alness) and Rev. Jonathan Keefe
(Robroyston Church of Scotland, Glasgow) and seminars
addressing issues such as IVF, the loss of a baby and
adoption.
More information and booking details can be found on the
website www.hopedeferred.co.uk .
Attendance at the conference is free but must be booked in
advance.
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Rendezvous Sale for Church Refurbishment Funds
For the next few months at the Rendezvous coffee mornings
we will be having special sales to raise money for certain
items related to the refurbishment of the lower hall & coffee
area. For example, we are trying to buy:
• Seat covers for sofas
• Coffee Tables
• Blinds etc.
We plan to sell home baking, crafts, bric-a-brac etc., and any
contributions of these items would be appreciated.
Please note that the normal donations to Rendezvous will be
used for charity, as usual.
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During the summer I have sent off three wonderful collections from
you all - £98.71, £126.30 and £55.40. Thank you so much to
everyone who puts their small change into the little boxes which,
incidentally, are now available on the small desk in Overton
Vestibule.
So far I have had two letters of thanks from Lynne Paterson, the
director of Tearfund in Scotland. She writes, “Hungry people are
fed, poverty cycles are broken, prayers are answered and hope
flourishes. As churches join forces with Tearfund and our Christian
partners to fight poverty, all these things are happening. Your
compassion, generosity and prayers are enabling lasting
transformation in peoples’ lives”.
In another letter she writes about a lady called Birtukan (EKHC – a
Tearfund partner) in her area who had formed a self-help group
showing people how to save money. When a small amount of
money is saved, this group gives loans for medical treatment,
schooling and setting up small businesses. As a result of taking
four loans, all of which she has paid back she has started a small
stall in the market place selling onions and charcoal. People now
respect her, and her children are well fed.
EKHC works throughout Ethiopia, having set up 11000 self-help
groups transforming the lives of 186000 households (about one
million people). Lynne thanks everyone for their contributions of
help towards people like Birkutan. Many thanks to all those who
bought plants. I have sent £186.02 to Tearfund.
Audrey Brown
Would anyone like some free Hemerocallis (day lilies)?
See Audrey.
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GOD’S HELP IN MY LIFE
1 After selling some tomato plants for Tearfund to a local shop, I
went back a few days later to see how many had been sold. As
only two had been purchased I thought I should try to help the
shopkeeper by offering to re-pot them in larger pots. I prayed
that God would help him sell them. A few days later he had
done so. Thank you God.
2 Another day when I went to the village with some more plants I
found traffic chaos everywhere as part of the road was
cordoned off with traffic lights in place. As I had asked the Lord
to please make a parking space for me, I found one right away.
I also asked that the shop would be empty as I didn’t want to
negotiate in front of people. Thankfully there was only one lady
there who was about to leave.
3 Later as I was putting money in my purse before going to the
baby shop I noticed the vet’s appointment card. At first I didn’t
bother with it as I was sure it was for later in the month.
However as God prompted me to look at it again I found that
the appointment was for that afternoon! On going to the baby
shop I asked God again for a parking space. As I drove around
the corner, the parking area appeared to be full. However as I
drove on there was space on the other side of a large van.
“What a wonderful God”, I thought, “He always provides parking
spaces”.
4 My daughter-in-law was very worried as she had lost her cat a
few days previously. “Please God , let her find him”, I prayed.
The cat came back. He had been shut in the church shed
which is next door to the house.
5 As I was baking chocolate cakes to sandwich together for a
special birthday cake, I was very grateful when they turned out
perfectly even.
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A CALL TO PRAYER FOR SYRIA
AND THE MIDDLE EAST
Christians in Syria and the Middle East are crying out to
us as brothers and sisters to pray for them.
“Please continue to pray for my country! ...The peaceful
Egypt is now soaked in violence, hatred and desire for
revenge. My heart and the hearts of millions of Christian
and Muslim Egyptians are bleeding as we see Egypt turning
into a strange country we’ve never known before.”
In Syria, Christians are crying out to God for protection.
“Praying. Only praying. Praying and fasting and
encouraging other people to pray; it’s the only thing we can
do.” (www.opendoorsuk.org)
We know that Muslims are called to prayer on
Fridays.

For the four Friday evenings in September,
the Sanctuary in Overton Church will be
open between 7pm and 8pm for us to meet
together to pray for Syria and the Middle
East.
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you
will fulfil the law of Christ.” Galatians 6 v 2
*Prayers for Syria taken from Open Doors magazine and prayer diary – July
2013
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Monthly Prayer Diary – September 2013
Sun 1st

Pray for a heartfelt desire to become more like Jesus.
That we might draw close to Him, and see others through
His eyes, that we might truly live a life of sacrificial love.

Mon 2nd We pray for the residents living in Fullerton Drive and
Gateside Street
Tue 3rd

Our Minister James, Anna his wife and their son John

Wed 4th

Carol our Session Clerk, and all our Elders

Thu 5th

The Church Refurbishment – may everything be done for
God’s glory. We pray for protection for all who are
working in the building

Fri 6th

We pray for Syria.* A brother in Aleppo said, ‘We need
food, we need medicines of course, but what our country
needs most now is prayer. We have no other option than
to turn to God in this desperate situation, the most
important thing the world can do for us now is pray”

Sat 7th

We give thanks for the work of agencies dedicated to
helping our brothers and sisters in Christ whose lives are
at risk because of their faith in Jesus

Sun 8th

Our Church Family, we give thanks that we can meet
together today in safety. We pray for our brothers and
sisters in St Brides Church and other local congregations

Mon 9th

We pray for the residents living in Glenbride Road and
Glenside Crescent

Tue 10th The Church of Scotland Crossreach services. We pray
for all the staff & volunteers who seek to serve in Jesus
name. We remember especially South Beach House
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Wed 11th We pray for our Housegroups. We pray for all who meet
together to grow and be encouraged in their own
personal faith walk. We pray for more groups to become
established through this coming year
Thu 12th We pray for the elderly in our community, may help
always be at hand whenever they need it. We give thanks
for good neighbours and pray too for the Pastoral Care
Team
Fri 13th

We pray for Syria.* A Syrian brother asks, “When you
pray, please pray for peace.”

Sat 14th

We pray for all who are struggling with addiction, we pray
also for the impact this has on family life. Lord,be their
strength in times of weakness

Sun 15th We pray for our Christian witness in West Kilbride, may
we shine like stars in the darkness
Mon 16th We pray for residents living in Glenside Grove and
Glenview
Tue 17th We pray for all we know who are unwell, receiving
treatment or waiting for test results
Wed 18th Our GP Surgery, local hospitals, hospices and Care
Homes
Thu 19th We pray for all who are struggling with depression. We
pray for strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow
Fri 20th

We pray for Syria. * Almost every family has been
touched by tragedy. Ask God to strengthen His people
so they can comfort others with the comfort they
themselves have received from God

Sat 21st

We pray for protection over our village against violence
and crime
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Sun 22nd Help us Lord, to deal honestly with any lingering
resentment from past hurts; pray for release from
bitterness; for healing and the grace to forgive,
remembering how much God has forgiven us.
Mon 23rd We pray for the residents living in Goldenberry Avenue
and Halfway Street
Tue 24th We pray for Helen Scott, our missionary partner in Malawi
and for all we know who have been called to serve God in
other places. May they find all the encouragement and
strength they need in these days
Wed 25th We remember those among us who are grieving, may
they know that God is near with every kind of nearness
Thu 26th Human Trafficking. As the demand to exploit men
women and children for manual & sexual labour
increases, the average age of victims continues to fall. O
Lord, please hear our prayers for all who are caught up in
this modern day slavery
Fri 27th

We pray for Syria. *Many of the Church Leaders there are
under great pressure. Ask the Lord to renew their
strength so they can continue to focus on meeting the
needs of the Syrian people

Sat 28th

We pray for our young people and children as they meet
together on Sundays or during the week. We pray for
guidance wisdom and encouragement for their leaders.
We pray also for any of our young people starting college
or university

Sun 29th “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell
in unity!” Psalm 133 v 1
Mon 30th We pray for residents living in Happyhills and Hauplands
Way
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Ivor Roscoe
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their
prayers, caring and understanding over this very difficult
period for my family. We had almost 200 cards and
messages, not to mention flowers, baking, text messages and
emails, and lots of hugs. Every one was appreciated.
Thank you to all who took the trouble to come to Ivor’s funeral
and the crematorium. He would have been touched by the
number of people who came from far and wide to show their
respects.
A special thank you to Willie for his attention to detail and for
keeping me on the right tracks, to Moira for the lovely floral
displays, and to the team at Overton who as usual were so
welcoming to friends and family alike, whilst keeping
everything flowing so well.
At a time of our lives such as this we discover the friends who
have always been there in the background – quiet until
needed – and for James for just being there whenever I
needed him – even on his holidays – and his constant
awareness of the way things are. These thanks come not
only from Sarah, Nick and Elaine, but also from Ivor’s family,
who felt very comfortable in our midst and asked me to make
sure to say words to that effect.
Thank you
Elaine
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Refurbishment Update!
As I'm sure you will be aware, we have moved from the
Parish Church to Overton and we began the process of
refurbishing the Parish Church very shortly. The planned
work includes refurbishing the Sanctuary, Lower Hall, Office
and Prayer Room.
The aim is to provide a worship space that is flexible and
suitable for the 21st century and is welcoming to the
congregation and wider community.
Some of the things we will be doing in this refurbishment will
be:
• Installation of comfortable, removable seating.
• Complete rewiring of the Sanctuary and Lower Halls.
• Installation of new efficient heating system.
• Installation of stained glass windows.
• To rectify some of the existing fabric problems (such as
damp).
• Improve disabled access.
• Complete redecoration.
Please continue to pray as we carry out this work. Our
desire is that we do not do this work simply for ourselves to
feel more comfortable - but that we do this to the glory of
God that many in the community might come to know Him.
J McNay
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Here are some “before & during” pictures of the progress of
refurbishment work
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These wonderful computer simulations of the refurbishment
from the gallery have been produced by Colin McDougall’s
daughter, Heather.
Please note that colours have still to be chosen.
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