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Minister’s Letter 
 

A fairytale ending? 
 

It would have been hard to miss the Athletics World 
Championships that took place recently in London. If you 
failed to see the coverage that happened every evening on 
the BBC for 10 days of competition, you couldn't fail to have 
seen the highlights on the news! 
 
Even if you are not really an athletics fan, perhaps you were 
still aware that this was the last World Championship event 
that Usain Bolt was going to compete at - and the last one 
that Mo Farah was going to compete at on the track (he is 
moving up to the marathon). Both men have been so 
dominant in their respective events, that this was a 
momentous occasion - and one that people were looking 
forward to with anticipation. 
 
Both men were taking part in two events - Usain Bolt in the 
100m and the 4x100m relay; Mo Farah in the 5000m and 
10,000m.  The 10,000 metres came first - and Mo Farah got 
the gold medal!  
 
So far, so good we might have thought! But the other events 
didn't quite turn out as we might have expected.  Bolt was 
beaten in the 100m, only claiming the bronze medal; Farah 
then only managed a silver medal in the 5000m and worst of 
all, Bolt then pulled up injured in the 4x100m relay - not 
even able to complete the event. 
 
Expectation had been so high - the hope was for a fairytale 
ending, and yet the crowd went away disappointed that their 
heroes hadn't quite been able to do it! 
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We all, of course, enjoy a happy ending. That is why many 
movies are so popular - because they have the 'Hollywood' 
ending - the 'everyone lived happily ever after' ending. 
Cinema wouldn't be the same if the main character was 
killed off in the first scene - that would make a very short 
movie! We like to root for a hero - we like things to end well 
so at the end of the film we have that warm glow of 
satisfaction! 
 
Of course, life is unscripted. The perfect ending cannot be 
guaranteed - as experienced by both Bolt and Farah in their 
recent athletic attempts. And sometimes in our lives, though 
we look for a happy ending, sometimes our lives are not 
perfect! Nothing is guaranteed! 
 
I think there is something innate within humanity that longs 
for things to turn out well - to look for the perfect ending and 
to long for it. 
 
The American evangelist, Billy Graham, once said: 
 

I've read the last page of the Bible, it's all 
going to turn out all right. 

 

The hope in the Bible and the hope of the gospel, is that 
there is a happy ending. That in the end, all will be well 
because God is in control. 

I am glad that the victory is already assured because of 
what Jesus has done! 

If we want that happy ending, all we have to do is trust in 
Jesus. This is not a fairytale, it is a reality! 

Yours in Christ, 

James 
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Church Register 
 

 

   Anniversaries 
 
 

We would like to offer our congratulations 
to  

John and Elma McFadyen  
who celebrated their Ruby (40th) Wedding 

Anniversary  
on the 23rd July. 

 
Congratulations also to  

Alistair and Norma McDougall  
who celebrated their Diamond (60th) 

Anniversary  
on the 1st August. 

 
 
 
 

Baptism 
 

Marion Ailsa Elizabeth Wardrop, 
daughter of Margaret and Oswald, 

Hauplands Farm, was baptised  
on 9th July 2017. 
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The following have passed away recently. 
Please remember their families in your prayers: 

 
 
 
 
 

Hamish MacMillan,  Drummilling Road, died 27th April 2017. 
 
Betty Stanger,  St. Bride's Drive, died 10th May 2017 
 
Christina (Chrissie) Barr,  Headrigg Garden, died 26th May 2017. 
 
Margaret Strang,  latterly Falkirk, died 3rd June 2017. 
 
Rita McNicol,  South Kilruskin, died 22nd June 2017. 
 
Mina Weir,  Meadowfoot Road, died 22nd June 2017. 
 
Graham Perry,  Meadowfoot Road, died 26th June 2017. 
 
Isa Smith,  Headrigg Gardens (Latterly Burnlea 

Nursing Home in Largs), died 1st July 
2017. 

 
Jean Urquhart,  Gateside Street, died 25th July 2017. 
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Editorial 
 
I hope you have all had a restful time over the summer, in 
spite of the inclement weather!  It is such a shame that it 
poured on the day of the Gala and this kept many people 
away.  We had two gazebos set up - one as a prayer tent 
and the other for activities for children.  We were not busy 
but we did have some meaningful conversations with the 
people who did come.  The rain certainly didn't stop the kids 
having a great time on the bouncy castles.  They must have 
been soaked through! 
 
Once again we are at the beginning of a new session for the 
church.  The organisations are all starting up again and 
there are lots of opportunities to be involved in the life of the 
church, either as participants or helpers. In her article on 
youth work, Alison Ward asks for more people to help with 
Messy Church.  Please consider doing this.  I am one 'oldie' 
who loves helping out at this! 
 
We are starting a new venture in this our Year of Mission. 
Community Chords will be starting on the 13th September. 
You can read about it in the magazine.  We are thankful that 
we have been blessed with enough volunteers for this, now 
all we need is for people to turn up and enjoy themselves! 
Please share this with anyone you think would benefit from 
it. 
 
Please keep Mandy in your prayers as she ministers at 
Kirkgate Church in Saltcoats while their minister is off on 
long term sick leave.  Mandy will be starting her studies 
soon to become a full time minister.  Pray also for Brian as 
he resumes his studies to become a Reader. Only two more 
academic modules to go and then his last placement! 



Page 8 

Pray, too, for the children and young people going back to 
nursery, school, college or university, especially those going 
to these for the first time.  Also keep the teachers and staff 
in your prayers. 
 
Please remember to let us know of any special birthdays or 
anniversaries.  It's nice to be able to record them in our 
magazine!  If you have read a book, an article, poem or 
prayer you'd like to share please do send it to Ruth in the 
office.   
 
This is YOUR magazine, please contribute. Deirdre Murray 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello 

I thought I would just say a big hello and assure you all 
that I have not disappeared but just helping out down 
at Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church 
while the minister there is off.  
 
I hope to be back soon.  
 
Thank you for your prayers and be assured I am 
keeping you all my prayers too.  
 
Every blessing        Mandy  
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Session Snippets 

 
The last Kirk Session meeting before the summer had a bit 
of an “end of term” feeling to it in terms of the business 
discussed but the reading from Acts chapter 2, was a 
reminder that God does not take a holiday!  “The Holy Spirit 
changes everything” and we need to be praying for the Holy 
Spirit to be in our own lives and in our congregation if we 
are to make a difference to the community in which God has 
placed us. 
 
This emphasis on prayer was one of the subjects we talked 
about, in particular the practical arrangements for the prayer 
ministry after the morning service.  It was agreed that this 
should be held at the back of the church in case it was felt to 
be too intimidating when held in the Vestry.  We would like 
everyone to feel comfortable about asking for prayer for 
themselves or for others and not to feel than only “super 
spiritual” people can pray.  Every Sunday, two elders pray 
with the minister in the Vestry before the service. It was 
agreed to move this to the front of the church to make it 
more open and available to anyone taking part in the 
service.  James and Mandy had both been at the General 
Assembly and had been encouraged that the first act of the 
Assembly had been a call to prayer for the church. 
 
There was also some discussion about the finances of the 
congregation in that we are spending more money than we 
are taking in.  We can ask the Presbytery for financial 
assistance with some of our outreach activities such as the 
new singing group for people with dementia, the increased 
number of Messy Church events and our Mission Week. 
These requests will be put to the Presbytery after the next 
Kirk Session meeting. 
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Each month one of the teams asks the Session a “big 
question”.  The Finance Team asked us to come up with 
ideas about how we could encourage the congregation to 
give more efficiently.  If we could “convert” some of the 
current donations we receive to Gift Aid donations, we could 
increase our income significantly, just by filling in a simple 
form!  
 
The Mission and Discipleship Team had made some plans 
for the Gala Day in July.  It was proposed to have two tents 
again, one as a prayer tent and one, organised by the Youth 
Team, with crafts and games for children.  The Christian 
Motorcycle Association who came last year and attracted 
lots of attention, was also hoping to attend.  
 
For future meetings James suggested that instead of 
studying a Christian book we might read and discuss an 
article. Suggestions from the Session and from members of 
the congregation will be welcome!  
 
James and Mandy’s holiday dates were confirmed and the 
Session was reminded that the next meeting would be on 15 
August.         Alison Ward  
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Monthly Prayer Diary – September 2017 
 

Fri 1st “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful.”  Col 4 v 2 

Sat 2nd Our Minister James, Anna his wife and their two sons 
John and Alasdair 

Sun 3rd “For you have been called to live in freedom, my 
brothers and sisters.  But don’t use your freedom to 
satisfy your sinful nature.  Instead, use your freedom to 
serve one another in love.” Gal 5 v 13 

Mon 4th We pray for the residents who live in Kilruskin Drive and 
Kirkton Ave 

Tue 5th Every day between 5,000 and 7,000 people are falling 
ill with cholera in Yemen.  “Father God, our hearts cry 
out for the people of Yemen.  Please comfort all those 
who are suffering.”  Tearfund   

Wed 6th We pray for all who are starting courses at college or 
university, especially those who are leaving home for 
the first time.  Lord, help them to make wise choices in 
everything they do 

Thu 7th We pray for Glasgow City Mission as they seek to serve 
by showing unconditional acceptance – support for 
individuals – future focus -  practical care – second 
chances – life-changing opportunities – resources to 
help young minds – and help with relationships 

Fri 8th We pray for our local schools.  May they be safe places 
for children to learn and grow and to reach their full 
potential 

Sat 9th We pray for all who we know who are unwell, waiting for 
test results or receiving treatment, and also for all who 
love and care for them 

Sun 10th “The faithful love of the Lord never ends!  His mercies 
never cease.  Great is His faithfulness, his mercies 
begin afresh each morning.  Lam 3 v 22 

Mon 11th We pray for the residents who live in Law Brae and 
Lawfield Avenue 
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Tue 12th We pray for all the staff in our GP Surgery at this 

difficult time for all concerned. We pray for all who are 
working in the NHS and for the decision makers who 
have to try to balance health needs and budgets  

Wed 13th We pray for the work of Asialink whose primary passion 
is simple.  “We long for Asia’s unreached millions to 
hear the Good News of Jesus Christ in a relevant way.”  
There are over 800 languages and 3,500 distinct ethnic 
groups in South Asia alone 

Thu 14th We pray for the lost, the least and the broken within our 
community. In this our Year of Mission what will God do 
if we keep asking, seeking, knocking?     

Fri 15th We pray for our local hospitals, hospices and Care 
Homes, and for all who give care within our community 

Sat 16th “God is at work in Malawi.  Despite challenges such as 
acute poverty, God continues to speak through His 
Word. The desire for God’s Word is huge. Please pray 
for our partnership with churches in Malawi and for the 
ongoing development of resources.”  The Scottish Bible 
Society 

Sun 17th “But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them sing 
joyful praises forever.  Spread your protection over 
them, that all who love your name may be filled with 
joy.”  Psalm 5 v 11    

Mon 18th We pray for the residents who live in Maimhor Road 
and Main Street 

Tue 19th We pray for Whiteinch Move-On Service in Glasgow 
which provides six months of housing support to adults 
who are in recovery from substance misuse and have 
completed residential rehabilitation.  Crossreach  

Wed 20th We pray for World Leaders to seek after wisdom, 
justice, truth, freedom, godly grace and a desire to 
know You more and more.   
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Thu 21st World Alzheimer’s Day.  Let us ask God to continue to 

provide resources and grant success to organisations 
such as Age UK, Alzheimer’s Research UK, 
Alzheimer’s Society, Dementia UK and Young 
Dementia UK that are engaging in research, 
campaigning and providing support for patients, their 
families and carers. CARE 

Fri 22nd We remember all we know who feel the loss and pain of 
bereavement.  God of all comfort, be to them all they 
need you to be  

Sat 23rd We pray for our brothers and sisters who are being 
persecuted because of their love for You Lord Jesus 

Sun 24th “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything.  Tell God what You need, and thank Him for 
all He has done.”  Philippians 4 v 6 & 7 

Mon 25th We pray for residents who live in Manse Road and 
Meadowfoot Road. 

Tue 26th We pray for our MPs, MSPs and for all who are in 
authority over us 

Wed 27th We remember missionaries known to us including all 
our friends at YWAM 

Thu 28th As SU Scotland hosts birthday celebrations and 
services to celebrate 150 years of worldwide ministry, 
let us give thanks for their ongoing ministry through SU 
camps, holidays, holiday clubs and school groups. 

  Visit stories.suscotland.org.uk to read how God has 
been at work in others and to add your own story.  

Fri 29th We pray for our brothers and sisters who worship at St 
Brides and in churches outside the village.  We pray 
also for churches within the Ardrossan Presbytery, 
especially where congregations are struggling with 
change. 

Sat 30th We pray for those close to us who do not yet know 
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.  Your love O Lord 
never runs out and you never give up on us.  Help us to 
show the same love and faithfulness in our witness and 
prayers for them 
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Prayer for Yemen 
 

Father God, our hearts cry out for the people of Yemen. 

Please comfort all those who are suffering. 

Strengthen those who are mourning 

And let Your peace and provision reign. 

We pray for a total end to the cholera outbreak 

We ask that the aid effort won’t be impeded in any way 

And that supplies will reach people where they need it most 

Please give wisdom and safety to those doing thy work 

Make the nations turn their attention to Yemen so that they 

respond immediately and generously 

Don’t let this be another headline that goes unheeded 

Lord of all we lift up the people of Yemen to You 

 
Posted by Andrew Horton,  
online News and Film Editor for Tearfund 

 

 
 
 

2017 Year of Mission 
Day of Prayer September 26

th
 09.30 – 17.30 

What will God do if we keep on asking? 
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Youth Team Update 
 

As I write this, it is only two weeks until our young folk are 
back at school and so we are beginning to prepare for the 
new session in Junior Church and at Messy Church. 
 
We are doing things a little differently this session as we do 
not have enough youngsters aged 3-5 to form a Treasure 
Seekers group. Shona and Anna, with the help of the 
Creche helpers are going to run a “super Creche” for 
anyone under school age. This will include a Bible story, 
song and simple craft and will be held in the room which 
Treasure Seekers used. If we have an influx of pre-school 
children, we will be delighted to start Treasure Seekers 
again! 
 
We have been greatly blessed by the team of helpers who 
take turns to help with Junior Church. We say, “Thank you 
and go with God” to Judy Thomson as she and Henry leave 
for an extended stay in Canada. Anne Fitzsimmons is also 
stepping down from Junior Church in order to concentrate 
on Messy Church.....see below!  
 
Last December, the Messy Church team felt that God was 
asking us to run these events more frequently. With the help 
of more wonderful volunteers, we will start our monthly 
Messy Church on 2 September. Running Messy Church 
nine times a year is a big commitment and we continue to 
pray that we can encourage even more people to join the 
pool of volunteers. If you’d like to see what happens at 
Messy Church, please come along on the first Saturday of 
the month from 4 – 6 pm – we would love to see you and 
paying a visit in this way has been a revelation to some and 
encouraged them to become helpers! 
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We can only do our work with the young people if we are 
supported in prayer. Please pray for the following: 
 

1. enthusiasm from leaders, helpers and young folk as a 
new session begins 

2. for XLR8 which has very small numbers but we hope, 
may retain those about to move into P7 and S1 at 
school 

3. for the new group for pre-school children and finding 
suitable material for them 

4. for all the planning for Messy Church and for the new 
volunteers 

Thank you for all the encouragement and support you give 
to the work with young folk.    Alison Ward 
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Rainbow – an acrostic 
 

Recalling an eternal promise, a covenant sign 

Arched over the earth, God's valentine 

Ineffable light made clear in refraction 

Noah knew that it meant 'God in action' 

Being ever alongside us, the Ancient of Days 

Occupying our hearts, inhabiting praise 

Wavelengths of God illuming our ways.  Harry Hunter  

(Details of Harry’s new book ’Orrible ’Ooligans – playful 
acrostics for thoughtful Christians can be found at 
https://harryhunteronline.com/ ) 

 
Community Chords 

 

We are starting a monthly community singing group, which 
we are calling Community Chords. The aim of the group is 
to enhance the support of people with memory, or other 
health problems, through music and laughter. If people 
cannot come along independently they must come with a 
carer. 
 
We hope others who might benefit from this will also come 
along so, if this could be you, or a friend or neighbour, 
please come along on the second Wednesday of each 
month from 2.00pm - 3.30pm. There will be time for a 
cuppa and a biscuit too! 
 
If you would like more information about this please speak 
to me or Jill Selman.    Deirdre Murray 
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Knit for Peace 

 
Thank you for all your donations over the past few months. I 
am still gathering knitting and donations of wool. I thought it 
would be helpful to give you an update on the projects 
activities over the past months:  
 
Knit For Peace have set up knitting groups in India and 
Pakistan, Hindu and Muslim needles click in accord. In 
Rwanda, Hutus and Tutsis are stitching their differences 
together. All able to take place because they provide women 
from formerly hostile communities common cause: 
organising knitting and sewing businesses. 
 
Knit For Peace have set up Knit for Peace groups here in 
the UK. Their women’s prison group has been a great 
success – with a waiting list to get in, group members have 
found it easier to quit smoking because they now knit 
instead!! 
 
Knit For Peace were able to give immediate response to a 
request for blankets and trauma teddies at the recent 
Grenfell tower disaster and will be sending knitting kits 
(yarn, needles etc) to help survivors feel the calming effects 
of knitting. 
 
The project are now accepting small knitted toys for 
distribution as well as blankets and knitted items of clothing 
if you would like to contribute any of these items, then 
please do get knitting! 
 
Blessings          Mandy 
 

 

  

http://www.knitforpeace.org.uk/
http://www.knitforpeace.org.uk/
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Bereavement Support Group: 

 
Last year we ran a bereavement support group for those 
within the village who had been recently bereaved. Given 
the positive feedback we received on the benefit of having 
such support in place, and that the members of the group 
continue to meet monthly to support each other, we plan to 
run another six-week support group programme this 
autumn.    
 
The group is open to people in the congregation and people 
in the community of West Kilbride who have been bereaved.  
There is no cost for attending the group.      
 
The bereavement support group will run for 6 alternate 
Mondays, starting on Monday 2

nd
 October 2017 and will be 

held in the Lower Hall from 2.30pm 4.00pm. 
As well as delivering a programme of support there will be a 
time of fellowship built into each meeting for those 
attending. 
 
We are very fortunate too that some of the members of our 
first group have volunteered to come along and give their 
support to those who will attend.    
  
If you require any more information about the bereavement 
support group please speak to James or Mandy  
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Diary Dates for September 2017 
 

 

  2 Sept 4:00 PM Messy Church – WKPC 
 
  3 Sept10:30 AM  Morning Service with communion and  

   Junior Church & XLR8 
  3 Sept 2:00 PM Afternoon Service with communion – Headrigg  
  Gardens 
  4 Sept 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
  5 Sept 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
  5 Sept 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall  
  6 Sept 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 
10 Sept10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church  
10 Sept 7:30 PM Evening Service 
12 Sept 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
12 Sept 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
12 Sept 7:30 PM Team Leaders Meeting – Prayer Room 
13 Sept 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
13 Sept 2:00 PM Community Chords – Lower Hall  
 
17 Sept10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church  
17 Sept 7:30 PM Evening Service 
19 Sept 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
19 Sept 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
20 Sept 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 
24 Sept10:30 AM Dedication & Thanksgiving Family Service  
24 Sept 7:30 PM Evening Service with communion 
26 Sept 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
26 Sept 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
26 Sept 7:30 PM KS Meeting – Sanctuary 
27 Sept 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 

 

House Groups 
Currently two house groups usually meet fortnightly on 

Monday/Wednesday evenings. For dates and times of meetings, please 
speak to Helen Ferguson or Margaret Morrow. 

 


