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Minister’s Letter 
 

Unless the Lord builds the house... 
 

...the labourers labour in vain. (Psalm 127) 
 
I'm sure that most of us can't believe that we are hurtling so 
quickly through the year already. As I write this, it is already 
mid-September and it seems we are still waiting for the 
summer weather. I think that wait might be in vain! 
 
In the Psalms, we are also told about something that will be 
in vain. It is labouring to make a house without the Lord 
building it. In other words, it is labouring to do something 
without the Lord being in it and without the Lord being at the 
centre. The picture is of labourers working away, but getting 
nowhere because it is only the Lord that can help us build 
things of worth. 
 
This year we designated as our 'Year of Mission' and there 
have been a number of things that we have done this year 
and things we plan to do - from increasing Messy Church to 
once a month, to beginning Community Chords, to again 
holding an Alpha Course and doing outreach services at the 
Village Hall (Cafe Church). And there are a number of other 
things we have done too. 
But the greatest change I think we have seen this year is in 
prayer. 
 
We committed at the beginning of the year to pray for up to 
5 people that we knew who weren't Christians. We have 
held days of prayer each month. 
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Prayer is at the centre of all that we do - because it is an 
acknowledgement that what we do we cannot do in our own 
strength - that we rely completely upon the Lord. 
 
And so, as we come into Autumn and the second part of the 
year, can I encourage you to renew your efforts in prayer - 
to pray at home, to come to the days of prayer which are 
being held or to come to one of our regular meetings - the 
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study on a Wednesday 
(Wednesday Fellowship) or 'Women Who Pray' on a 
Tuesday morning. 
 
Unless the Lord builds the house, we labour in vain. 
Therefore, we need to continue to keep seeking after Him! 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
James 
 
PS - For those who haven't been in church for a wee while, 
we currently have a candidate for the ministry on placement 
with us. Douglas Creighton was a Primary School Head 
teacher who felt called to the ministry. He is currently 
studying theology at University and will be with us until May. 
Douglas is married to Emma and they have two children - 
Harris and Freya. Please give Douglas a warm welcome! 
 
PPS - Those who are on email will have been receiving a 
weekly newsletter which we are trialling on a Monday 
morning with church news, reminders, videos and things to 
encourage faith. If you aren't receiving the email, but would 
like to, please send me an email: 
jmcnay@churchofscotland.org.uk 
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Church Register 
 

The following have passed away recently. 
Please remember their families in your prayers: 

 

 
George Renfrew,  Thirdpart, died 18th August 2017. 
 
Nancy Barker,  Bellard Walk, died 18th August 2017. 
 
May Mackay,  Bowfield Road, died 22nd August 2017. 
 
Fred Holmes,  Portencross, died 4th September 2017. 
 
Betty Robertson,  Sharphill Road, Saltcoats, died 7th September 2017. 
 
John Alexander,  Bowfield Road, died 8th September 2017. 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

We celebrated the baptism on Sunday 10th 
September 2017 of: 

 
Petra Jane Shuna Knowles, daughter of 

Carole and Stacey Knowles, Cumbrae Place. 
 

 

 

Many happy returns to Sheena Dench, who celebrated her 
90th birthday on 15th September. We wish you many blessings 
and hope you had a lovely day Sheena. 
 
 
It's an eventful year for Richard and Jane Campbell-Doughty. 
Our good wishes to Richard who will be 50 on 2nd November 
and blessings to both as they celebrate their Silver Wedding 
anniversary on12th October.  May you be blessed by many 
more happy years together. 



Page 6 

 

 

 

 

West Kilbride Bereavement Support 

Group 

 

Starts: Monday 2
nd

 October 2017  2.30pm—4.00pm 

 

Venue: West Kilbride Parish Church (Lower Hall) 

  

The purpose of the support group is to allow people who are 
bereaved to feel that they are not alone in their loss, and, as 
such give them an opportunity to meet others who are also 
bereaved and gain support from those who can understand 
their issues.  
 
In addition the programme offers specific insights into help 
for particular aspects of dealing with loss, so that bereaved 
people have some practical ‘tools’ to help them deal with 
things they may be struggling with. 
 
This is a support and information group and is not 
bereavement counselling.  
 
The group will run on the following dates:  
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Monday 2
nd

 October 2017 

Monday 16
th

 October 2017  

Monday 30
th

 October 2017 

Monday 13
th

 November 2017 

Monday 27
th

 November 2017 

Monday 11
th

 December 2017 

 
Though this group is being run in West Kilbride Parish 
Church by members of the church, this group is for anyone 
in the community of West Kilbride needing support after 
bereavement whether of faith or not. 
 
If it would be helpful to bring a friend with you for support, 
they would be more than welcome. 
 
At each meeting, there will be time to chat over tea and 
coffee and to ask questions.  
 
For more information about the support group and the six 
week programme, please contact: 

 
Rev Mandy Hickman - 01475 675347 
Rev James McNay – 01294 823186 
 
There is no charge for attending this group, tea and coffee 
will be provided  

West Kilbride Parish Church  
  Scottish Charity Number: SC013464       
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Editorial 
 

As I write this the phrase, "The days are fairly drawing in" comes to 
mind.  I love the light nights and long days and wish they lasted a bit 
longer. However, autumn is here and, dare I say it, we are counting 
down to Christmas! 
 
We know Christmas is approaching when we get the request from Helen 
and Hettie for shoeboxes for Blythswood Trust. I've got my Christmas 
paper and will be covering my shoeboxes soon. Please consider helping 
this worthwhile charity, if you are not already helping. The appeal is 
inside the magazine. 
 
We are delighted to have our new trainee minister,  Douglas Creighton, 
with us. I'm sure he will be a blessing to us, as we will be to him. Mandy 
is still covering Rev Dorothy Grainger's sickness absence at Kirkgate 
Church in Saltcoats and is starting her training for full-time ministry. 
Brian is on the last year of his training for Readership and writes an 
update article in this edition. 
 
If you, or anyone you know, has been bereaved this year, or even longer 
ago, there is another Bereavement Support Group starting in the church 
on Monday, 2nd October. The one last year was so successful that the 
participants decided to keep meeting for mutual support. Details of this 
are inside the magazine. Please pass the information to anyone you 
think may benefit from this. 
 
We started Community Chords on 13th September and it was enjoyed 
greatly by all who attended, including the volunteers! We were delighted 
that our dear friend, May Paton, was able to join us with some other 
residents from Abbotsford Nursing Home. The next one is at 2pm on 
Wednesday 11th October. Our aim is to enhance the support of those 
with memory or health problems through music and laughter so, if you 
think this is for you or a loved one, please come and join us! 
 
May the road rise up to meet you, May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face, the rain fall soft upon your fields 
and, until we meet again, May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

Deirdre Murray 
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Hidden Treasure 
 

I was wondering what I could write for this coming “Church 
Matters”. Something encouraging, I hoped, and then I knew. 
 
Recently I was visiting someone in a Care Home. She had 
on her little table what looked at first glance like an 
enormous bouquet of flowers in cellophane wrapping and 
ribbon, which was taking up a lot of space on her little table. 
However on closer inspection there could be seen poking 
out the top of the cellophane a small vase with a pretty little 
bunch of silk flowers. Why such an elaborate presentation I 
wondered?  
 
We decided to remove the cellophane and ribbon and I 
could feel something inside the cellophane  below the vase 
which felt like a large block of Oasis. The little bunch of silk 
flowers certainly did not need any water! Why Oasis and 
why take up so much space?  
 
Then we discovered something amazing. Hidden under the 
cellophane wasn’t a piece of Oasis but a jewellery box and 
inside the box was a pearl necklace! It had remained hidden 
for some days and was a complete surprise to us both. 
 
I have always been very fond of plums from our plum tree 
and sadly I thought we had eaten them all. I was certain 
there were no more on the tree. The day after discovering 
the necklace hidden under the flowers something prompted 
me to go and have a last look at the plum tree. Suddenly I 
noticed a plum well hidden behind the leaves of the tree. 
When I went to pick it two came away in my hand. They 
were the sweetest of all the plums I had tasted. 
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Often there are people “hidden” behind the scenes perhaps 
seldom noticed in the church or in society yet living and 
working unselfishly. However, God sees and they are His 
treasures. 
 
So, I would like to say don’t be discouraged when you feel 
you may not be noticed – God notices. 
 
Jesus saw Zaccheus up the tree, perhaps in amongst the 
leaves, and called to him especially, telling him that He was 
coming to his house. What an amazing surprise for 
Zaccheus and how encouraging for us all the verse that 
says,  

“He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness …..... 
At that time each will receive his praise from God.”   

1 Corinthians 4 v 5. 
 

 
 
 

Guild 

This is the last of Guild's three year strategy ‘Be Bold 
Be Strong!’, the theme being Go in Joy.  The Guild, 
which is open to both men and women, will have its first 
meeting on 10

th
 October, when we look forward to 

welcoming “old” and new members. 

 Our syllabus this session has a variety of music, 
holiday slides and speakers including the work of the 
Street Pastors and our minister talking about our theme.  

                               Go in Peace, Go in Joy, Go in Love.  

Elrose Graham 



Page 11 

Session Snippets 
 

The Kirk Session met on Tuesday 15
th
 August. Proceedings 

as always started with opening devotions. We sang MP 
hymn 77, Christ Triumphant. It never ceases to amaze how 
without any instrumental accompaniment the session can 
sing in reasonable harmony. The reading was from St Paul’s 
letter to the Colossians, chapter one. We then took 
communion as a group, which we do from time to time. 
Following the opening devotions the business of the 
Session commenced. On this occasion there was no 
correspondence to be dealt with.  
 
Two new members were admitted to the church role by 
resolution of the Session. We then moved on to the various 
team reports. Mission & Discipleship team thanked those 
that were involved in the Gala Day. They also intimated that 
an Alpha course would start in September and consist of ten 
sessions. Stephen and Rydwen Elliott Lockhart propose to 
run a house group as a follow up for those who have done 
the Alpha course also starting this September. The People 
& Policy team reported to session for approval the various 
village groups applying to use the church premises over the 
coming year. I shall list these to give readers an idea of the 
breadth and centrality of the Church in village life. Dance 
Academy, Desert Rhythms, Community Choir, Village Band, 
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides, Community Chords. The 
team also intimated to the Session various people who had 
completed safeguarding training and the Session also 
approved some people who have the requisite training to 
work with vulnerable groups as volunteers. This is important 
part of the Session remit as it is the Session who bear 
responsibility to ensure that those working with children and 
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vulnerable adults are trained and fit for the area in which 
they propose to work.  
 
Colin MacDougal advised the Session that he had carried 
out a risk assessment of the buildings, especially with older 
people in mind as Community Chords, a singing group for 
people living with dementia and their carers and others in 
the community with health problems, is scheduled to start in 
September. There are no real issues apart from some 
improved signage. 
 
 Our Minister James intimated to Session that since Mandy is doing 
full time studies for the ministry it is likely we shall lose her from July 
of next year. However we are likely to be bolstered by a student 
minister from October this year to next April. 
 
James also brought to Session the idea of a weekly email 
newsletter to those members who have supplied the church with 
their email addresses. This idea met with approval and as I write 
the first email newsletter has been posted by James and I have to 
say that it is excellent. I would encourage all members who have 
not done so to contact the church office with their email addresses if 
they have one. Pleased be reassured your email anonymity is 
preserved as the email addresses of recipients is not shown. 
 
Again with communication and transparency in mind it was agreed 
that the minutes of Session meetings be posted on church notice 
boards. In addition to this the minister and members of the Session 
would like to remind members that they are welcome to attend and 
observe meetings in person. 
 
The meeting ended with the saying of The Grace. 

Richard de Courcy 
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Hello, it's me! 
 

...the start of an Adele song, and you're meant to know who 
it is. Well, it's the elusive Brian Murray here. You'll have 
seen him around occasionally this year popping in and out 
,mainly in the evenings. I've been out and about a bit around 
other churches for the last few weeks gaining experience. 
That seems to be the way of it at the moment.  My calling to 
Readership is cruising to the finishing line next year,  God 
willing. I have two more modules to complete at Aberdeen 
University  and a final placement, including a preaching 
assessment, and then, if Presbytery and 121 George Street 
deem me fit to work in the Church of Scotland, I should 
complete the whole process this time next year at a 'Setting 
Apart' service. 
 
The Readership Course has been a journey of discovery for 
me and for those around me. I have learned so much in the 
short space of two and a bit years. I have met lots of 
congregations along the way and will meet many more yet. 
Just last week I went to a friend's Setting Apart' service in 
Prestwick. He and I met, along with over a dozen other 
trainee readers and OLMs, at the week end conferences run 
by The Church of Scotland as part of our training.  We all 
formed a close group of students of varying ages and from 
all over Scotland. We even met trainees from as far away as 
the Bahamas and Switzerland. 
 
So, as I am gearing myself up for the coming essays and 
exams,  I must admit to giving myself over to God and 
seeking His guidance on all that I am involved with. A 
process I once feared has turned out to be a pleasant 
surprise. I enjoy the placements and meeting others in 
churches in our Presbytery. I have enjoyed learning at 
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Aberdeen University. What a great privilege to be taught by 
professors and doctors of divinity, first hand, computer to 
computer, in live discussions. I am still working full time at 
architecture so, at times, I find myself a bit worn out, but that 
should end when I complete my university modules this 
year. 
 
So, once again, thank you for your support. We are nearly at 
our destination, you and I. Oh, but then someone once said 
along the way, "Don't think God is finished with you yet!" 
 
Blessings all 

Brian 
 

 

Light of the World 
 

As we do our shopping we can't help but notice that the 
shops are filled with Hallowe'en items. On 31st October the 
church will be holding a Light party for children, as an 
alternative to celebrating Hallowe'en. Please pray that 
children will be drawn to attend this. 
 
At this time of year I thought the following was appropriate: 
A woman was asked by a co-worker, "What is it like to be a 
Christian?" 
 
She replied, "It's like being a pumpkin. God picks you from 
the patch, brings you in and washes all the dirt off you. Then 
he cuts off the top and scoops out all the yucky stuff. 
He removes seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc., and then he 
carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside you 
to shine for all the world to see."   Deirdre Murray 
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Monthly Prayer Diary – October 2017 

 
 

Sun 1st Our Church Family.  We pray that we will work and pray 
together to see God’s Kingdom come to West Kilbride 

Mon 2nd We pray for residents who live in Meadowside and 
Merlewood Road.  We also pray for all who will attend 
the second Bereavement Group which is staring today. 

Tue 3rd We pray for Largs Churches Together also newly 
running a bereavement group and we give thanks for 
the comfort these groups can bring  

Wed 4th James our Minister, Anna his wife and their sons John 
and Alasdair.  May their ministry bear much fruit for the 
Kingdom, fruit that will last 

Thu 5th We remember all who are attending The Alpha Course 
in our church and pray that even yet more people might 
take the step to join in 

Fri 6th We pray for the people who have been severely 
affected by flooding across South Asia.  We pray for 
those whose homes, livestock, crops and livelihoods 
have been washed away.  (Tearfund) 

Sat 7th We pray for Messy Church Brunch taking place today!! 
 
Sun 8th We give thanks for the young ones we see in our 

church each week.  May they truly grasp even in their 
young years, how much God loves them 

Mon 9th We pray for the residents who live in Nethermiln Road 
and North Road 

Tue 10th We pray as the Guild meets together through this winter 
season, may there be precious fellowship & 
encouragement for all who will attend   

Wed 11th We pray for the success of ‘Community Chords.’  We 
give thanks for all who have worked behind the scenes 
to bring these gatherings together 

Thu 12th We pray for Mandy as she continues to serve at 
Kirkgate Church.  We pray for her as she takes up her 
studies, and also for her health and family life 
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Fri 13th We pray for all who are working in our GP Surgery at 

this difficult time 
Sat 14th May God grant strength and compassion to staff and 

volunteers serving in hospices and palliative care 
settings caring for patients and families in the last 
weeks and months of life. May this movement grow 
across the world. (CARE)   

 
Sun 15th We give thanks for the families who attend our church 

and pray  protection on Christian marriages.  We pray 
for families who are experiencing difficulties at this time 

Mon 16th We pray for the residents living in Orchard Street and 
Overton Crescent 

Tue 17th We pray for all we know who are unwell, awaiting test 
results or having treatment, and for those who are 
struggling with constant chronic pain 

Wed 18th We pray for all who have been affected by natural 
disasters, flood, famine, earthquakes etc, for the long 
term effects of such devastation 

Thu 19th As Christians, we long that all the world’s peoples will 
have an opportunity to freely see, hear, and understand 
the grace of God through Jesus Christ.  At this time of 
the Hindu festival of Diwali, we pray for our Hindu 
neighbours all around the world. 

Fri 20th We pray for the success of new plans being carried out 
by Glasgow City Mission to purchase 10 flats across the 
city for some of their most vulnerable clients.   

Sat 21st We remember our brothers and sisters who are being 
persecuted for their faith in the Lord Jesus.  Lord, we 
thank You that You will give them grace to stand in all 
their trials and tribulations 
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Sun 22nd As we have prayed for families within our church family, 
we remember all who live alone.  Thank You for the 
fellowship we can enjoy.  Please help us to be sensitive 
to notice Your prompting to reach out in love, when 
someone needs a hug or not, or who just  needs to be 
noticed today. 

Mon 23rd We pray for the residents who live in Overton Drive and  
Pantonville Road   

Tue 24th We pray for all who are grieving and ask that You, Lord, 
will meet every need 

Wed 25th We remember the people who live in Syria, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya Yemen and parts of Africa, for 
all who long to live in peace and security 

Thu 26th We pray for North Korea.  With news changing so 
quickly day by day, we ask for Godly wisdom and a 
desire for peace.  We pray for the Christians who live in 
North Korea to be upheld and strengthened hour by 
hour 

Fri 27th We pray that all who live in this area will know You as 
their personal Saviour, that You died for them.  We pray 
for an openness to the gospel message in these days. 

Sat 28th We pray for all who are caught up in addiction, and the 
impact it has on family life.  Set the captives free we 
pray.  

                                                                                      
 Sun 29th Bible Sunday.  “Because they now understand the 

words that had been made known to them.”  Nehemiah 
8 v 6 (NIVUK) We give thanks for the work of Bible 
Societies and for Bible translators all around the world. 

Mon 30th We pray for everyone who lives in Portencross Road 
and Ritchie Street 

Tue 31st “The light shines in the darkness and the darkness can 
never extinguish it”   John 1 v 5  (New Living 
Translation)  
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Monthly Prayer Diary – November 2017 
 
 

Wed 1st We pray for James, Anna, John and Alasdair.  May they 
feel supported by our love and our prayers 

Thu 2nd We pray for all who are attending the different group 
meetings within our church.  We pray for the Holy Spirit 
to be in the atmosphere, bringing hope, healing, 
friendship and love 

Fri 3rd We pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ around 
the world who have to meet in secret because of 
danger, or persecution.  Protect them O Lord. 

Sat 4th We pray for all who will be attending Messy Church 
today 

 
Sun 5th We pray for all who worshipped beside us in the past 

but who are now too frail or ill to attend.  Thank You for 
the opportunity for some to meet at Headrigg at our 
monthly service 

Mon 6th We pray for the residents who live in Sandy Court and 
Sandy Road 

Tue 7th We pray for World Leaders and all who are in authority 
over us.  We pray they will seek Godly wisdom and  be 
freed from the evils of corruption  

Wed 8th We pray for protection from evil for children and young 
people today.  We pray particularly for children in care, 
that they may come to know they have a Father in 
heaven who loves them and knows them by name 

Thu 9th We pray for our neighbours, for those who are frail 
especially during these darker winter days of autumn 
and winter.   

Fri 10th Please pray for Marawi in the Philippines.  The city has 
been torn apart by recent conflict. Please pray for all the 
victims; both Christians & Muslims who previously were 
able to live side by side in peace.  (AsiaLink)  

Sat 11th Dear Lord, You have promised to comfort all who 
mourn, as the winter begins to close in, will You be the 
Light that shines in the darkness 
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Sun 12th Almighty and eternal God, from whose love in Christ we 
cannot be parted, either by death or life:  hear our 
prayers and thanksgiving for all whom we remember 
this day 

Mon 13th  We pray for all who live in Sharlee Wynd and Simpson 
Avenue 

Tue 14th We pray for Rendezvous, for good times of fellowship.  
We give thanks for all who serve and those who drive to 
make it possible for people to attend 

Wed 15th We pray for MPs and MSPs and for all who serve in 
Westminster and Holyrood, local government and 
councils.  May they be full of integrity and seek godly 
wisdom 

Thu 16th We continue to pray for our families, friends, 
neighbours, work colleagues, all those we long to find 
Jesus as their Saviour.  We give thanks that God didn’t 
give up on us. He heard the prayers of those who 
prayed for us.   

Fri 17th  We pray for our young people’s organisations, the 
Brownies and Guides, the Anchor Boys and Boys 
Brigade.  We pray that You will draw each one closer to 
Yourself as they meet in this place 

Sat 18th We pray for all who are struggling with Mental Health 
difficulties. Comfort and relieve all who are troubled in 
mind and spirit and send rays of hope  even in the 
darkest of days 

 
Sun 19th As we meet together each week to worship God, let us 

remember all it takes to make a service, and give 
thanks for everyone who has lovingly prepared to serve 
the Lord at the front or in the background  

Mon 20th We pray for the residents who live in Snowden Terrace 
and South Road 

Tue 21st  European Pray Day for schools.  We pray that every 
child will know that they are unique, loved and made in 
the image of God 

Wed 22nd  We pray for all who we know are unwell, awaiting test 
results or having treatment, and we pray for those who 
care for them 
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Thu 23rd We give thanks for the many carers who work in WK 

helping those who are frail or elderly to stay in their own 
homes, especially we pray during the cold dark days of 
winter. May they know Your love & protection 

Fri 24th We pray for Bible Alive training courses being held this 
month.  Bible Alive teaches P 5 – 7 children the whole 
story of the Bible and the courses are for volunteers 
who would like to train to use this in schools in their 
area (SU) 

Sat 25th Today is a National Day of Prayer for Scotland.  May 
the people of Scotland grasp how wide, how long, how 
high, how deep the love of God is for this nation 

 
Sun 26th We bring before the Lord all we know who feel they 

have been hurt by the church, and they no longer 
worship with us.  We pray for healing and reconciliation 
to take place.   

Mon 27th We pray for the residents who live in St Brides Drive & 
St Brides Road  

Tue 28th We pray for the Kirk Session meeting to be held tonight.  
We pray for a deep sense of God’s Presence leading 
into the future He has planned 

Wed 29th Please pray that staff &volunteers who work with 
Crossreach services would know how much they are 
valued and appreciated.  We remember all who serve at 
Southbeach House in Ardrossan 

Thu 30th  We pray for our brothers and sisters who worship at St 
Brides & in other local churches.  May we all be known 
by our love for You & one another 
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A Prayer Room 

 
“A prayer room is not some giant spiritual slot machine: just 
put in enough money and you’re guaranteed a can of coke.  
A prayer room is first and foremost a living room – a place 
where the Father waits for his children to come and climb 
into his loving arms.  It’s a place where we can experience 
peace so that we can make peace later.  A place where we 
can accept forgiveness so that we can live our lives as 
priests at work.  A place where we receive our Father’s 
acceptance so that we can love even those who laugh at us 
later in the day… 
 
Getting the balance right between intimacy and involvement 
is never easy, but if we are going to reach a generation it 
will be the intimacy of the prayer room that keeps us 
involved.” 

 
Red Moon Rising by Pete Greig/Dave Roberts 

 
 

 
 

Days of Prayer 
 

Tuesday 31
st
 October – 09.30 – 17.30 

Tuesday 30
th
 November – 09.30 – 17.30  

 
What will God do if we keep asking?    

 

 
 

 



Page 22 

 

Hands Up! 
 
Have you ever wondered why some people raise their 
hands in church during praise and worship? I used to 
wonder, too. No-one really explained it and now I do it too.  I 
now understand that raising my hands in worship is an act 
of surrender. It's a visible sign that you are giving God the 
control of your life. Finding out that it is much easier to start 
out with God in control can be a  hard lesson. My way is not 
the best way. God always knows better than me. I don't 
raise my hands in worship to try to make a point. I raise my 
hands because it's my heart's cry - more than anything - to 
surrender to God's will in my life. Without that, I am nothing. 
I can do nothing.  Lord, I surrender. 
 

A Prayer of Encouragement. 
 
Are you walking a path you did not expect to walk? This 
path may be difficult but you are walking it with God by your 
side. Look on it as a gift from Him because blessings are to 
be found when you walk with God. Perhaps the words of 
this old prayer will help you, as it has me. 
Lord, help me to journey beyond the familiar 
and into the unknown. 
Give me faith to leave old ways 
and break fresh ground with You. 
Christ of the mysteries, I trust You 
to be stronger than each storm of life within me. 
I will trust in the darkness and know 
that my times, even now, are in Your hands. 
Tune my spirit to the music of Heaven 
and, somehow, make my obedience count for You. 

Deirdre Murray 
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Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 
 

 
The Shoe Box Appeal for 2017 is now underway. Leaflets to 
secure on to the lids of the boxes which you fill can be 
obtained from Helen Ferguson.  The most important items 
are Toothbrush and Toothpaste, Hat, Scarf and Gloves, 
Soap, Small Toy for children which must be new and 
Sweets (no chocolate or food) and Best Before date on 
sweets no earlier than March 2018. These requirements are 
mentioned on the leaflet.  
 
Also any money donations towards transport costs or items 
to put in a Shoe Box will also be very gratefully accepted by 
Helen Ferguson and Henni McClure. 
 
Shoeboxes must be handed to the above no later than 
Wednesday 1

st
 November. 

 
A DVD has been ordered so we can see boxes being 
received last year and the happy faces of the recipients. 
Thank you all for being part of this appeal.  
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Henryk’s Prayer Letter – Autumn 2017 
 

Dear Friends and Mission Partners, Let me update you on our 
ministry of the Christian Radość Foundation.  
 
1. CAMP MINISTRY 

This was the fourth camp organized by the Christian Radość 

Foundation this summer, this time at the OHP Centre in Radzyń 

Podlaski, and it was also our ninth camp since the beginning of 

2017. Another great camp for teens from several orphanages, 

welfare centres and our dependants, who we regularly support with 

food products. Half the participants of this and every other camp 

were here for the first time, the rest were invited to grow in their 

faith. Our camp ministry thanks to God's blessing and cooperation 

with many volunteers from the country and mission partners from 

abroad is developing. More and more children and teens from 

outside the Church can hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 

personally know God and see His love. Each of our camps ends 

with evangelization and each time we feel the presence of God, and 

many participants accept Jesus as their personal saviour, or renew 

their relationship with Him. This was the case this time in Radzyń, 

the Holy Spirit touched our hearts and most of the camp 

participants invited Jesus to their heart. It happened after the 

testimony of healing and conversion was made by Mrs Aneta - the 

mother of one of the campers who had earlier suffered a serious 

accident at the pool. Earlier, Mrs. Aneta was sceptical and even 

opposed to God and blamed him for the many bad things that 

happened to her family. When I visited her after the camp, I saw a 

smile on her face and on her son Alan's face, and his wound is 

healing, too. 

I saw a New Testament on the table, which every camper received 
from us. Mrs. Aneta assures me that she reads the Bible. She went 
with me to the third floor carrying a large pack of food without 
feeling pain. While one week earlier, before healing, she was 
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moving around on crutches or in a wheelchair. We ask you to pray 
for our dear family Drozd, which underwent so much pain so that 
our good God would show them His mercy and favour and so the 
curse, which for a long time hung over this family would be turned 
to great Blessings. So that this family may be a testimony of God's 
help to those who have entrusted Him. I invited them all to my 
Church for the baptismal ceremony this Sunday. Many thanks to 
you all for prayers and financial support. There is another camp for 
teenagers coming up in the first weekend of November during 
which we will primarily preach the gospel. We must preach the 
gospel by all means, because if we Christians we will remain silent, 
then "... the stones would immediately cry out." Luke 19: 39-40. 
Also we want to organize a big Christmas Camp for underprivileged 
teens 27 Dec. – 1 Jan. 2018. We do not have any funds towards 
this project yet, but God is good and He provides! Sometimes God 
provides through His children like you. If God challenges you, do 
not hesitate, respond and support our camp ministry.  
 
2. FOOD MINISTRY  

The soup kitchen container has finally arrived in Warsaw! We will 

start cooking hot meals for God’s Poor ASAP, but first we need to 

get the container connected to the media: power, water and sewers. 

We need to buy some more equipment, disposals, etc. At one point 

we also need it inspected by the sanitary services. To get it done 

we need your prayers and financial support. There is more and 

more good quality food, with just short expire date, available for free 

for charities like ours. We use that opportunity but we need to 

provide man power, transportation and the obligatory paper work to 

it. As for man power I extended Włodek’s job contract for another 

year and gave him a raise as his salary was almost the lowest 

possible by law in Poland. Both Włodek and I on regular basis pick 

up food from the Food Bank, Makro, Auchan, Tesco, bakery and 

other places. The transportation costs appear to be the most 

challenging at present. With so much food (last year 208 metric 

tonnes of the value of 1,68 million zl) we need more funds to cover 

all the bills for fuel, maintenance, repairs and insurance. Earlier this 
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month I had to replace the cooler van’s clutch. The engine of the 11 

years old VW Transporter died and I need to either replace it or sell 

the van for parts and start praying for a new van. It looks like this 

year we will distribute even more food for the needy than in 2016. 

The need grows bigger and our response to it should be adequate. 

The food ministry is a good thing to do but it is also a tool to reach 

new people, especially children and teenagers, for the Gospel by 

inviting them to our camps.  

 

So, please continue praying for us and support us financially. Yours 

in service for the Lord,  

Henryk Podsiadły  

 

 

 

 

Cheques payable to: Christian Joy Foundation can be send to the 
following address:  
 
ul. Przyleśna 3, 04-807 Warszawa, Poland  

 

Funds can be wired directly to the Foundation’s bank account using 

the following information:  

 

Chrzescijanska Fundacja Radosc (Official Name of Foundation)  

ul. Przylesna 3, 04-807 Warszawa, Poland (Address of the 

foundation)  

PL 92 1050 1025 1000 0090 7232 1715 (GBP account number)  

ING BPL PW (Swift code)          

ING Bank Slaski O / Warszawa F. Zamoyskiego (Name of Bank) 
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Diary Dates for October 2017 

  1 Oct 10:30 AM  Morning Service and Junior Church & XLR8 
  1 Oct 2:00 PM Afternoon Service – Headrigg Gardens 
  2 Oct 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
  3 Oct 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
  3 Oct 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall  
  4 Oct 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
  5 Oct 7:30 PM Alpha Group – Lower Hall 
  7 Oct 10:00 AM Messy Church - WKPC 
 
  8 Oct 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church  
  8 Oct 7:00 PM Evening Service - Sanctuary 
10 Oct 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
10 Oct 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
10 Oct 2:30 PM Guild Meeting – Lower Hall 
11 Oct 2:00 PM Community Chords – Lower Hall 
11 Oct 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 
15 Oct 10:30 AM Holiday Junior Church  
15 Oct 7:00 PM Evening Service – Lower Hall 
16 Oct 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
17 Oct 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
17 Oct 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
17 Oct 2:30 PM Guild Meeting – Lower Hall 
18 Oct 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
 
22 Oct 10:30 AM Holiday Junior Church   
22 Oct 7:00 PM Evening Service - Sanctuary 
24 Oct 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
24 Oct 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
24 Oct 2:30 PM Guild Meeting – Lower Hall 
25 Oct 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
26 Oct 7:30 PM Alpha Group – Lower Hall 
 
29 Oct 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church  
29 Oct 7:00 PM Evening Service - Sanctuary 
30 Oct 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
31 Oct 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
31 Oct 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
31 Oct 18:00 PM The Light Party 
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Diary Dates for November 2017 
  1 Nov 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
  2 Nov 7:00 PM Alpha Group – Lower Hall 
  4 Nov 4:00 PM Messy Church – WKPC 
 
  5 Nov 10:30 AM  Morning Service with communion and Junior 

Church & XLR8 
  5 Nov 2:00 PMAfternoon Service with communion – Headrigg Gardens 
  6 Nov 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
  7 Nov 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
  7 Nov 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall  
  8 Nov 2:00 PM Community Chords – Lower Hall 
  8 Nov 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
  9 Nov 7:30 PM Alpha Group – Lower Hall 
 
12 Nov 10:30 AM Remembrance Sunday Service and Junior Church 
12 Nov 7:00 PM Evening Service - Sanctuary 
13 Nov 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
14 Nov 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
14 Nov 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
14 Nov 2:30 PM Guild Meeting – Lower Hall 
14 Nov 7:30 PM Team Leaders Meeting – Prayer Room 
15 Nov 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
16 Nov 7:30 PM Alpha Group – Lower Hall 
 
19 Nov 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church  
19 Nov 7:00 PM Evening Service – Lower Hall 
21 Nov 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
21 Nov 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
22 Nov 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
23 Nov 7:30 PM Alpha Group – Lower Hall 
 
26 Nov 10:30 AM Morning Service and Junior Church   
26 Nov 7:00 PM Evening Service – Sanctuary 
27 Nov 2:00 PM Bereavement Meeting - Lower Hall 
28 Nov 9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room 
28 Nov 10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall 
28 Nov 2:30 PM Guild Meeting – Lower Hall 
28 Nov 7:30 PM KS Meeting – Sanctuary 
29 Nov 7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Prayer Room 
30 Nov 7:30 PM Alpha Group – Lower Hall 

House Groups 
Currently two house groups usually meet fortnightly on Monday/Wednesday evenings.  
For dates and times of meetings, pleasespeak to Helen Ferguson or Margaret Morrow. 


