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Minister's Letter
Waiting. We spend a lot of our life waiting.
Waiting in a queue at a supermarket or at the Post Office.
Waiting for exam results.
Waiting beside the phone for good or bad news about our
health or a job interview.
Sometimes we are impatient about waiting – particularly
when we are in a rush to get somewhere.
However, sometimes it might be the case that enforced
waiting is a good thing.
For example, before people get married, there is a time of
engagement – a time to think through whether this is the
right thing. Legally, it used to be that banns were
proclaimed within the church for a minimum of three
Sundays. So for those hoping to be married, it was not
something that could be done on a whim – as the saying
says:
Marry in haste; repent at leisure.
So there can be times when waiting is a good thing. And
times when we need to be patient, rather than impatient
when it comes to waiting. As I write this, Anna and I are
waiting for the arrival of a new Manse Baby – and we have
been very glad of the 9 month wait to prepare things!
In the letter of Jude, the second last book of the Bible, there
is a short verse which says:
'Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life'. (Jude
21)
Page 3

In many ways, the whole of the Christian life is about
waiting. Waiting for Christ to return. Waiting for the
Kingdom to be fully realised. Waiting to be with God
forever.
Sometimes we can see waiting as a passive thing – just
waiting for the time to pass until something happens – but
this verse from Jude shows us that waiting can be active
and positive. Jude says to those to whom he is writing that
they are to keep themselves in God's love as they wait. This
is something that is active. It is living a God-glorifying life
and filling in time in a positive way before the Lord brings
things to a conclusion.
Even those times when we are waiting in a queue or at a
bus stop can be redeemed. When in a queue – why not pray
for the person in front of you?
When at the bus stop, why not meditate upon a Psalm or
another verse of Scripture?
And as you do so, you might be amazed at how quickly the
wait is over!
Yours in Christ,
James
Church Register
Baptism
Alexander James Dailly – baptised on 24th August 2014
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EDITORIAL
Welcome to our October/November edition of Church
Matters. This is our first edition which will be accessed by
many of our members wholly via the internet. It can either
be read from the church website www.wkparishchurch.org
or can be downloaded to your computer. Perhaps I might
suggest a tip to such readers. For some people it may feel
handy to have some parts of the magazine in a hard copy
for ease of reference. I am thinking particularly of “Prayer
Diary” or “Church Diary Dates” This can easily be printed
from the web site. (If you get a printed copy of the magazine
and are perhaps not fussed by this new fangled technology
you can skip the next part).
After opening the website click on “church magazine” This
will lead to a screen with a choice of opening different
editions of the church magazine. Next, click on the naming
text of the edition below and to the left of the picture icon of
the edition. This will download the chosen magazine to your
computer in PDF format. Then right click on the window and
choose “print” This will almost certainly give you a window
prompting you to decide which pages you wish to print off.
Fill in the page numbers and click “print”
Come back all other readers!
Over the coming months we hope to publish photos of the
stained glass windows which I am sure you will agree are
such a feature of the refurbished church with some short
historical notes. We start topically with the World War One
Memorial Window.
We are always on the lookout for articles, so if you have
something of interest regarding the life and times of the
church please do not hesitate to get in touch either with
myself or Ruth in the Church Office. I hope you enjoy this
edition.
Richard de Courcy
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Kirk Session Report 12th August 2014.
This was one of those occasions where we just knew we
were going to go on late. Minutes took ages to approve
because of some wording to be altered and one report in
particular outlined some onerous procedures we would have
to take into account. That being said, there was a good full
evening of business attended to, seeing your elders getting
home at nearly 11pm.
The meeting started with our devotional worship where
James took the text from Philemon1 v17. We were looking
at thankfulness. Do we thank God enough for those people
of faith among us and known to us? Paul in his letters was
always grateful for those to whom he was writing and
thanking God for them and their faith. Do we refresh the
hearts of the saints giving encouragement that builds up
faith? So we discussed this among groups before entering
the more temporal business of the evening.
Nan Brownlee, our trusty treasurer who has seen us through
an amazing period of church life, what with the
refurbishment as well as the ongoing accounts, has
expressed a desire to step down now. A new treasurer will
be sought. Our heartfelt appreciation and warm wishes were
extended to Nan for her faithfulness and ability in the role.
The team reports went well enough until Janette Fleming of
the catering team had to inform us of the latest
commandments from Environmental Health Inspections and
the tome of requirements we have to conform to. Poor
Janette being the bearer of the news handled the report
magnificently and as eyes looked up to the ceiling, either in
despair or in silent prayer. Janette offered solutions to most
of the points to put our minds at rest. Of course it is
necessary to take the precautions laid down by these bodies
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such as Environmental Health so we are looking at the
possibility of a dishwasher (non human) and segregated
areas of food handling etc. Many of the points raised by the
inspector are in place or will be shortly. Well done Janette
and as eyes came back into focus I suspect most of us
listeners were glad to have delegated the powers to the
Catering Team.
Alison Ward gave an encouraging youth report. Messy
church is coming back on a more regular basis and dates
will be available on the notice boards. It was encouraging to
hear that a number of the families coming to Messy church
were not regular church attenders.
The fabric convenor reported that work needs to be carried
out, especially to the roofs, in order to keep us wind and
watertight. Billy McFarland’s report to continue with this was
agreed as necessary works. Included with this was the
approval to have the garden areas to the back of the church
cleared by contractors as it was considered too much for
volunteers to handle.
Although there was no detailed finance report at this stage
Nan suggested the time is coming to close the
refurbishment fund in the next month or two as these works
draw to a conclusion.
Other little matters were discussed and dealt with quickly.
The BB flags are now in their new home in the entrance
area of the church and the new cross is already in place, all
being given their approval at that meeting.
In terms of fund-raising the towels, pens and bags were
doing great and more towels were to be ordered for the
Festival of Flowers and Fabric.
Your 'Church Matters' is going electric in as much as some
will now receive their copies by e mail. A good number of
folks still wanted a paper copy.
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Other matters James brought to the meeting concerned the
cancellation of the Saturday morning prayer breakfast and
the changes to the Wednesday night prayer meeting. It will
now be held every Wednesday at 7.15 and there will be a
time of worship, Bible study and sharing along with the
prayer time.
James also intimated that he was now the Chaplin to
Kilmarnock Football club and his duties did not include
getting a free view of the match. Indeed he will be behind
the scenes being available for counselling and prayer where
it is needed.
Thus said and with the Grace shared we were shown the
red card and departed gratefully for a late bath.
Brian Murray

SESSION SNIPPETS
The Kirk Session met on Tuesday 30 September, 2014 and was
constituted by prayer.
The opening devotions revolved around Paul’s short letter to
Philemon in the church of Colossae, on behalf of Onesimus a
former slave of Philemon who had left him. The letter seeks
reconciliation between Philemon and Onesimus in the spirit of
Christian grace. It’s worth reading to appreciate the tactful and
light-hearted manner, described by Martin Luther as ‘holy
flattery’, by which Paul reminds Philemon of his debt to Paul for
his ‘very self’. You can almost sense the smile on Paul’s face as
he wrote the letter! Perhaps more importantly you can share in
the prayerful spirit of trust reaching across distance (and time)
and the expectation of delivery in Christ’s name.
After a period of prayer the meeting considered a number of
reports from various teams ….
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People & Policy Team : The meeting reviewed a selfassessment of our safeguarding practices for the protection of
vulnerable groups (PVG) within the church – a small number of
enhancements will completed over the next month. The Kirk
Session has specific responsibilities for PVG and the discussion
included our Christian response to those who may pose risk
(i.e. previous offenders) who wish to worship within our
congregation. Finally, we thanked Karen Rice and Jean Herd
who have retired from regular work with our children.
Finance and Property Teams : Having received a positive report
on the relative health of our finances the meeting recognised a
generous gift to re-develop the front door, railings and gates to
provide a more inviting and welcoming entrance to the Church.
This led into a broad discussion on how the front door should
be used on a Sunday. We agreed that the door should be open
before the service as an invitation to those passing the front of
the building. On the broader issue of re-development we will
seek advice and inspiration from the Church of Scotland and
other churches.
The meeting received an update on repairs to the roof above
the office, prayer room and lower kitchen – found to be very
poor condition with extensive repairs to not only slates but also
to timber sarking and nails. We’re investigating options to repair
the roof/ceiling of the banner room.
Worship Team : The team have selected six missionary
partners, organisations representing home, abroad and
scripture, each of which will be allocated to a team member to
allow focus and directed prayer to support their work. Look out
for more information on the noticeboard, shortly.
Mission & Discipleship Team : Look out for a congregational
questionnaire asking what topics you would like addressed in
future sermons along with how you currently use prayer and
how we could individually and collectively better use prayer.
The church will be open on Yuletide Evening (Friday 05/12/14)
– it’s hoped to light and decorate the outside of the Church –
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and we’re looking for ideas to bring people into our re-vamped
sanctuary. Given the opportunity provided by our movable
seating (almost) no idea is too radical.
It’s good to report that we will, with the Lord’s grace, be
welcoming around twelve new members to our congregation at
the start of November.
After intimations the meeting closed with the saying of the
Grace together.
Meetings of the Kirk Session are open to members of the
congregation – confidential issues are discussed in private. The
next full meeting is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 09/12/14
Colin McDougall

CRAFT GROUP
Do you enjoy crafts of any kind? The church Craft Group normally
meets once a month and the crafts that people do are varied. We do
scrapbooking, card making, knitting, rug making, bead craft and
sewing, in addition to a lot of blethering! Would you enjoy some
company as you craft? If you enjoy any of these, or a craft that we
don't do, or would like to learn something new why don't you join us?
You will be made most welcome and please feel free to bring
likeminded friends. It is an open group - you don't have to be a
member of the church to join.
We meet on a Wednesday in the Lower Hall from 10am until 4pm. We
bring a packed lunch (or get one from the Deli or Kandy Bar) but you
can come for just the morning or afternoon if you wish.
The church Christmas Fair is being held on Saturday, 15th November
and, if you would like to help, we could make some craft items to sell
there so, with that in mind, we thought it would be good to meet
weekly from the 15th October to give us time to get crafting! If you
would like to know more please speak to me or call me on 822272.
Leave a message if I am out and I will call you back.
Deirdre Murray
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Monthly Prayer Diary – October 2014
Wed 1st We think of young people starting university or college
and we also remember the young unemployed.
nd
Thu 2
We pray for the elderly in our community. May help
always be at hand for them. We pray also for the
Pastoral Care Team as they visit.
rd
Fri 3
All the young people connected to our church either
through Sunday Services or through the organisations
meeting during the week. May each one have a
deeper relationship with Jesus.
Sat 4th We pray for all the leaders and teachers of our young
ones.
th
Sun 5
“Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that
you may become children of the light!” John 12 v 36.
th
Mon 6 Pray for the families and residents living in Avondale
Rd, Barony Glebe & Blackshaw Drive.
Tue 7th Our Guild ladies. May they enjoy special times of
fellowship together and we remember the ladies who
are no longer able to attend.
th
Wed 8 Our Minister James and his family. May they always
feel supported by our love and prayers.
Thu 9th Our session Clerk Carol and all our Elders.
Fri 10th The members of our Working Groups. We give
thanks for all the commitment and time given for work
- often done behind the scenes - to aid the smooth
running of our church activities.
Sat 11th Local congregations in our area, many of whom are
adjusting to change. We think too of Helen Scott now
home from Malawi.
th
Sun 12 “How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God’s people
to live together in harmony!” Psalm 133 v 1.
th
Mon 13 Pray for families and residents living in Bowfield Rd &
Burnside Place.
th
Tue 14 Local Businesses as they prepare for the winter
season.
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Wed 15th The Wednesday Fellowship, Housegroups and
Prayergroups – opportunities for fellowship and
growth in our Christian walk.
Thu 16th We pray for Scotland one month on from the
Referendum.
th
Fri 17
We pray for all who serve in the Scottish Government,
in Westminster and In local politics at whatever level.
th
Sat 18 World Leaders, Peacemakers and Peacekeepers.
Sun 19th “Be strong, be courageous, all you that hope In the
Lord” Psalm 31 v 24.
th
Mon 20 The residents and families living in Caldwell Rd &
Carlung Place.
Tue 21st Displaced people and all who have found shelter in
Refugee Camps.
nd
Wed 22 Christians who are being persecuted for their faith.
Thu 23rd Areas of conflict throughout the world.
Fri 24th All who are suffering due to natural disasters.
Sat 25th Charities, Aid Agencies and Rescue Services. May
they have all the resources they need.
th
Sun 26 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart with all
your soul, with all your mind and with all your
strength…Love your neighbour as yourself” Mark 12
v 30 – 31.
th
Mon 27 The residents and families who live in Castle Drive &
Castle View.
th
Tue 28 All in our community who are sick, lonely or
housebound. Lord, You can meet their every need.
th
Wed 29 We pray for all who feel the pain and loss of
bereavement.
th
Thu 30 Our GP Surgery, local hospitals, hospices and Care
Homes.
Fri 31st We pray protection over our village and over our
children on this Halloween.
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Monthly Prayer Diary – November 2014
Sat 1st

Our Minister James and his family. May the Lord
bless them to be a blessing. We thank God for them.
Sun 2nd “Lord, place a guard at my mouth, a sentry at the door
of my lips” Psalm 141 v 3.
Mon 3rd We pray for the families and residents living in
Chapleton Lane & Chapleton Road.
th
Tue 4
The Rendezvous Café. We give thanks for the ladies
who serve there and the drivers who make it possible
for people to attend.
th
Wed 5 Carol, our Session Clerk and our Elders.
Thu 6th People struggling with addiction and the effect this
has on family life.
Fri 7th
All who are struggling with Mental illness. We give
thanks for the resources that are in place but where
there are shortfalls, Lord, may help be found.
th
Sat 8
We remember children who are in care – may they be
safe places to be. We pray for all who foster children.
th
Sun 9
Remembrance Sunday.
th
Mon 10 Families and residents living in Coldstream and Corse
Street.
Tue 11t On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in
1918, the guns of the Western Front fell silent. We
remember.
th
Wed 12 World situations as they unfold.
Thu 13th We pray for those in our community who are
struggling with poverty, debt, unemployment or the
fear of it.
th
Fri 14
The Middle East, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Ukraine.
th
Sat 15
North Korea.
Sun 16th “Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Never rely on
what you think you know. Remember the Lord in
everything you do and He will show you the right way.”
Proverbs 3 v 5 & 6.
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Mon 17th Families and residents living in Corse Terrace and
Corsehill Drive.
th
Tue 18 European Pray Day for schools
Wed 19th We give thanks for the freedom we have to worship
openly and we remember our brothers and sisters
who daily face the threat of persecution because of
their love of the Lord Jesus.
th
Thu 20 We pray for all who have been traumatised by recent
conflicts throughout the world.
st
Fri 21
We pray for all who are bereaved. Lord, You
promised that all who mourn will be comforted.
nd
Sat 22 We pray for all who are waiting for test results, all who
are receiving treatment, all who are unwell, and their
loved ones who care for them.
rd
Sun 23 “Your life in Christ makes you strong, and His love
comforts you” Philippians 2 v 1.
th
Mon 24 Families and residents who live in Crauford Ave &
Crosbie Drive.
th
Tue 25 The Church of Scotland and the Church in Scotland.
Wed 26th Our brothers and sisters who attend St Brides.
Thu 27th Our neighbours, especially those who feel vulnerable
as the winter months approach.
Fri 28th All who are trying to cope with broken relationships
within families, rejection, divorce. We pray especially
for the impact on children.
th
Sat 29 Our Church Family. As we look forward to celebrating
the birth of our Lord Jesus, we pray for our witness in
West Kilbride.
th
Sun 30 Heavenly Father, on this First Sunday in Advent, help
us to reflect on every good thing You have already
done for us in Jesus, and the glorious things yet to be
realised.
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Diary Dates for October 2014
1 Oct

7:15 PM 'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall

5 Oct
5 Oct
5 Oct
6 Oct
7 Oct
7 Oct
8 Oct

10:30 AM
2:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7:15 PM

Morning Service And Junior Church
Afternoon Service– Headrigg Garden
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Church Choir Practice
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall

12 Oct
12 Oct
14 Oct
14 Oct
15 Oct

10:30 AM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7:15 PM

Morning Service And Sunday Holiday Club
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall

19 Oct
19 Oct
20 Oct
21 Oct
21 Oct
22 Oct
22 Oct

10:30 AM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
7:15 PM

Morning Service And Sunday Holiday Club
Evening Service
Church Choir Practice
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Craft Group – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall

26 Oct
26 Oct
26 Oct
28 Oct
28 Oct
29 Oct

10:30 AM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7:15 PM

Morning Service And Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall

House Groups
Currently three house groups usually meet fortnightly on Wednesday
evenings. For dates and times of meetings, please speak to either Helen
Ferguson, Audrey Brown or Margaret Morrow.
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Diary Dates for November 2014
2 Nov
2 Nov
2 Nov
3 Nov
4 Nov
4 Nov
5 Nov

10:30 AM
2:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7:15 PM

Morning Service And Junior Church
Afternoon Service– Headrigg Garden
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Church Choir Practice
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall

9 Nov

10:30 AM

9 Nov
9 Nov
11 Nov
11 Nov
12 Nov
15 Nov

6:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7:15 PM
9:00 AM

Remembrance Sunday Service And
Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall
WKPC Christmas Fair & Coffee Morning

16 Nov

10:30 AM

16 Nov

2:00 PM

16 Nov
16 Nov
17 Nov
18 Nov
18 Nov
19 Nov
19 Nov
22 Nov

6:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
7:15 PM
4:00 PM

Morning Service with Communion And
Junior Church
Afternoon Service with Communion –
Headrigg Garden
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Church Choir Practice
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Craft Group – Lower Hall
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall
Messy Church in WKPC

23 Nov
23 Nov
23 Nov
25 Nov
25 Nov
25 Nov
26 Nov

10:30 AM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM
7:30 PM
7:15 PM

Morning Service And Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Team Leaders Meeting – Entrance Foyer
'Wednesday Fellowship' – Lower Hall

30 Nov
30 Nov
30 Nov

10:30 AM
6:00 PM
7:30 PM

Morning Service And Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
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FLOWER FESTIVAL
Firstly, I would like to say a very big thank you to everyone who helped
make the festival so successful .... the flower team and friends from St .
Brides and the flower clubs in Largs, Ayr and Cunningham who gave of
their skills to produce the incredible flower arrangements, the Village
and School crafters who allowed us to display their work, the ladies of
the catering team, who with volunteer help kept the tea and coffee
flowing over the two days, the stewards who manned the stalls and
answered questions in the sanctuary, James and the team who
produced the programme and last but not least everyone who helped
clear up and return the chairs ready for Sunday worship. Secondly we
are extremely grateful to those individuals and local businesses who
gave generous donations towards the cost of the flowers.
I came to the conclusion that many people did not know what to expect
at a flower festival and were really impressed when they saw how the
life of the church, special events of 2014 and the village crafters had
been depicted in flowers, fabric and accessories. We were really
fortunate with the weather on both days and with the sun shining
through the stained glass, the sanctuary looked really beautiful. We had
visitors from as far afield as Helensburgh and East Kilbride. Indeed, one
group was about to embark on a refurbishment and were very
interested in our experience ... our colour scheme, source of our chairs
etc. and hoped that theirs would be as successful. There was a lovely,
chatty atmosphere in the tearoom, with many of the visitors enjoying a
blether over their tea and shortbread.
It really was a lovely experience and worth all the hard work. In addition
to being a wonderful celebration of the refurbished building it added
over £1250.00 to the refurbishment fund after our expenses had been
met. This was helped by the fact that at the end of the festival many of
the flower arrangements were sold and the others delivered to Headrigg
Gardens and local Care Homes.
I'm sure that all of us who were involved will have good memories of
two very special days.
Moira Mackinnon
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Secret Church
Some of you may remember Eddie and Christine Lyle and their son
when they lived in West Kilbride. At that time, Eddie was working
for Release International. Now he is the CEO of Open Doors UK
and Ireland. In the September edition of the Open Doors magazine
Eddie writes this;“I was wet, muddy and, for two hours, I had been holding onto a
complete stranger as if my life depended on it.
As we headed out into the Vietnamese countryside on the back of a
motorbike, it started to rain. First I got wet. Then, I got very wet.
Then we hit the jungle, and the mud started spraying up as well.
We eventually dismounted in a clearing. My driver – and new best
friend – gave me a tiny torch and pointed towards the dark,
shadowy shape of a house, raised high on stilts.
Penlight between my teeth, I climbed the rickety ladder, pulled aside
a filthy curtain, and there, in the dim light of a kerosene lamp, I saw
them; 400 people sitting on the floor, waiting for me.
They had walked for hours to be there. Every pastor in the area
was in prison, every church closed down. Their persecutors knew
the meeting was happening and were searching for it, and yet still
this faithful community of disciples had voluntarily walked into the
darkness of the jungle to come.
There were children and adults. At one point some very elderly
Christians arrived via that ladder and the entire church stood to
welcome them as a sign of respect. They too, had made that long
walk of obedience.
I was invited to preach by one of the elders. Drenched and mudsplattered, I spoke from Hebrews 12:1. I wanted them to know that
they were protected and supported by a great and powerful host. In
return, they gave me a wonderful gift. They sang two hymns: ‘Trust
and Obey’ and ‘Stand Up for Jesus’.
Those words sum up the experience of the persecuted church.
From Nigeria to North Korea, in Syria, Sudan and most recently in
Iraq, Christians pay a high price for standing up for Jesus.
Certainly the Christians in Vietnam believed that God could unchain
their churches and set the prisoners free. And that it would happen
when people prayed.”
--18

I do hope this letter touches your heart as it has done mine. As I sit
in my cosy home and think about the short distance I walk to get to
our beautifully refurbished church, I wonder how much I would
persevere, if there was even any threat of persecution. Please pray
for our brothers and sisters in Christ – they are counting on our
prayers.
Lynne Seal

WORLD WAR ONE MEMORIAL WINDOW
The World War One Memorial Window is situated on the
west wall of the sanctuary. It was designed by CE & JT
Stewart for William Meikle and Sons of Glasgow. (no date
visible)
It shows a warrior with bowed head and a beautiful angel.
Christ in Glory and angels representing Faith and Hope are
seen in the tracery circles.
West Kilbride Parish Church has applied to the Centenary
Memorials Restoration Fund and we are hopeful that we will
be given a grant to cover the refurbishment work carried out
on the window.
There is a folder giving details of the fourteen men who died
in the First World War whose names appear on this window.
A picture of the window is on the back page of this
magazine.
Evelyn McFarland
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WORLD WAR ONE MEMORIAL WINDOW
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