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Minister's Letter

Age and the Journey of Life

There are some people in the congregation who are celebrating 
significant birthdays this year - reaching an age ending with a 
zero!  And maybe there are some in your family who have a 
special birthday this year.

If we think about it - age is a funny thing.  Some days we say 
that it is just a number that doesn't mean anything.  Other days 
we say 'I feel my age!'
 
The ageing process is part of the journey of life - birth to school, 
to work, to retirement with baptisms, weddings, children and 
funerals thrown in.  There are things I know now that I wish I 
knew when I was younger - but there are also certain things I 
used to be able to do, which I am no longer able to do.  I used 
to be able to run faster than I can now and I fear that my 
football skills are not what they once were - not that that is 
saying too much!

Often it has been said to me, and maybe you too, that you will 
only know what something is like when you get to that age.  I 
say that to those younger than me - and it is often said to me by 
those older.  In other words, I'll only know what it is like to be 60 
or 80 years old and experience what they have experienced 
when I get there.  And I often think how strange it is that I can't 
accelerate that process - I just have to wait until, God willing, I 
reach that age and stage.  But how good it is (particularly in the 
church) to have those older than us to give their wisdom and 
those younger to give their energy!
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But I wonder if getting older is something which we savour or 
something which we wish we could slow down or reverse?
As I look at my own life - I realise that each age and stage is 
different - and it is important to thank God for each stage and its 
variety.  It is important for us to realise that God is there 
throughout our life - as Psalm 139 says of God: 

Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me 
were written in your book before one of them came to be.

Whatever age we are, it is good for us to know that God knows 
us, he cares for us and he wants us to live for Him.  He knows 
when we hurt and he knows when we rejoice.  And one day he 
will bring us home.

Age may be just a number - but life is a fascinating journey that 
we can go on with God's help.  Those who have special 
birthdays this year - enjoy them - and you can tell me what it’s 
like for when I get there!!

Yours in Christ,

James
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Census: get ready to register your religion

It’s been 10 years since more than 37 million individuals registered 
themselves as Christian on the Census questionnaire, with the majority 
recorded in the North West of England. 

Although the census has been around since 1801, the religion question 
has only been asked twice before, once in 1851 and then again 150 
years later in 2001, and remains the only voluntary question in the 
entire questionnaire, simply asking: What is your religion?

The information gained from the religion question helps improve 
understanding of local populations, and helps to promote equality 
legislation, in order to prevent religious discrimination.
The next census takes place on March 27, and can be completed online 
for the first time in census history, at www.census.gov.uk.

Due to space constraints Christian denominations have not been 
separated into their own categories on the census questionnaire. If 
you’d like to write in your particular denomination you can do so by 
ticking the ‘Any other religion’ category and entering your denomination 
in the space provided.

For more than 200 years, census statistics have been used to underpin 
national and local decision making. The census, which is run by the 
Office for National Statistics (ONS), obtains a comprehensive and 
consistent snapshot of the population. Census statistics are used by a 
range of people for a range of reasons, from historians to local councils 
and academia.

Genealogists use census data for historical research, academics use 
statistics for their studies and businesses and local authorities use the 
information to cater for an ever changing society; this could include 
identifying the need to build new schools, care homes or leisure 
centres, or catering for religious groups. 
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Pete Benton, ONS Deputy Director, says, “A question about religion 
was originally asked in 1851, and was compulsory. It wasn’t asked 
again until 2001, when it was a voluntary question. It’ll be a fabulous 
insight into societal changes to see how people register their religion in 
2011. ”

Individual data is kept confidential for a hundred years and only group 
statistics are released into the public domain.

The census takes place on 27 March 2011, so watch-out for your 
questionnaire coming through the door. Alternatively, for the first time in 
census history, you can now complete your questionnaire online at 
www.census.gov.uk.

Some facts about the 2011 Census

• The 2011 Census questionnaire includes 14 questions about the 
household and 43 questions about the individual (such as 
language spoken, work habits and health).

• It takes approximately 10 minutes per adult to complete the census 
questionnaire, much less for children.

• The 2011 Census takes place on 27 March 2011.
• Census statistics are used by a range of organisations from local 

authorities to charities, the commercial sector and academics.
• The 2011 Census is confidential and secure. Your answers are 

kept confidential for up to 100 years.
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2001 Census population statistics

• In 2001 there were 25.3 million men in England and Wales and 
26.7 million women

• The most common age was 36 (834,652 people)
• The population owned over 23 million cars and vans
• Almost 1.5 million people worked 60 hours a week or more
• 8,560 people were aged 100 years or older

What the census means for your community

• County councils, such as Hampshire County Council, use census 
statistics to help forecast the number of pupils who’ll be going to 
school

• Fire brigades, such as the London Fire Brigade, use census 
statistics to allocate resources and plan home fire safety visits 

• Members of the public use census data to research their family 
trees using records that are over 100 years old

• Supermarkets, such as Sainsbury’s, use census data to help plan 
what food to stock

• Banks, such as Barclays, and other commercial businesses use 
census data to help locate their businesses in appropriate places

• Water companies, such as Yorkshire Water, use census statistics 
to help plan the infrastructure for fresh and waste water pipes

• The police, such as London’s Metropolitan Police, use census 
statistics to help map out where their crime prevention efforts 
should be focused

© 2010 thesheepdip.co.uk/Phil Creighton/respective authors
Please see site for full terms and conditions.
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Diary Dates 
for

March 2011

1st March 10.00am – 12 noon Rendezvous
2.30pm Guild: Speaker from Portencross   
Castle.  Men's Fellowship are our guests.

4th March World Day of Prayer service at St. Bride's

6th March 10.30am Morning Worship
2.00pm Service at Headrigg Gardens

7th March 7.15pm Men's Fellowship: Finals of Games 
and Competitions

8th March 10.00am – 12 noon Rendezvous
2.30pm Guild: Flowers for spring

13th March 10.30am Morning Worship
Deadline for copy for April “Church Matters”

14th March 7.15pm Men's Fellowship: Rev. R. Mitchell

15th March 10.00am – 12 noon Rendezvous
2.30pm Guild: AGM

16th March 7.00pm Guild Spring Rally, Kilbirnie Auld Kirk

18th March 7.30pm West Kilbride Music Club concert at 
Overton Church
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19th March BB Friends and Family Coffee morning in the 
Bill Penny Hall

20th March 10.30am Morning Worship

21st March 7.15pm Men's Fellowship: Games night

22nd March 10.00am – 12 noon Rendezvous
2.30pm Guild: Closing Lunch

27th March 10.30am Morning Worship
6.30pm Evening Service

28th March 7.15pm Men's Fellowship: AGM

29th March 7.30pm Team Leaders' Meeting
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Prayer Chains

What is a prayer chain?
A prayer chain is made up of a group of people who really 
value prayer.  They believe that God answers prayer, that 
prayer changes things and they want to use the gift of prayer 
in a very practical way.  They are linked together by being part 
of a team that are committed to praying for specific situations 
as and when the need arises.
 
Who uses a prayer chain?
Very often prayer chains are used for urgent crisis situations, 
for example when someone is suddenly taken ill and rushed 
into hospital.  It is a way of passing information quickly – but 
not for the purpose of news – it is for the purpose of prayer.  It 
can also be used for less urgent situations, for example if 
someone is going to hospital to obtain test results, or perhaps 
going for a job interview.  It is for situations where you might 
feel that it would be a comfort to know that others are 
standing beside you in prayer.

How does it work?
There is a contact telephone number that will be available in 
the intimation sheet at church each week, and also in ‘Church 
Matters’.   The person holding that phone number is known as 
the contact person.  The contact person will have a list of 
people who have made themselves available for the prayer 
chain.

To be on the prayer chain you:-
- Commit to pray immediately when you receive the re-

quest.
- Commit to passing the request on immediately * 
- You must not add anything or take anything away from 

the request
- You must keep the information confidential
-  No gossiping
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*Traditionally, when a prayer request is received, the contact 
person will pass it on to the first person on the list. The first 
person will pass it on to the second person, the second person 
pass it to the third person and so on.  They are all the links in 
the chain.

We however, are going to have two chains.  There will be one 
contact number and one contact person.  I will be the contact 
person.  The first chain will be run in the traditional way as 
above.  This is for people who do not have a mobile phone, or 
are not into texting.  Please do not think you would need to be 
‘chained’ to your telephone in order to take part.  If any of the 
link people do not answer their phone, the request will go to 
the next person on the list.

The second list, or chain, is for those people who would like to 
be involved but they cannot commit to that availability.  They 
could however use their mobile phones to receive prayer 
requests.

Every request that is received, I will pass to our Minister 
James.  He will then put them onto the computer and then be 
able to send the request by text to every one on the second 
list.  ALL they will have to do is to read the request and pray 
nothing else.  It is a really great way of getting information out 
quickly and to get prayer into action as soon as possible.
If you would like to be a part of this ministry please speak to 
James or myself or use the contact number below.  We are 
really hoping that this will be a valuable part of ministry for 
our Church Family and for the wider community.

Lynne Seal
Prayer Co-ordinator
For urgent prayer requests, please contact 
The Prayer Chain     07826652331      
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WHAT HAPPENS IN HEAVEN WHEN WE PRAY?

This is one of the nicest e-mails I have seen and is so true:

I dreamt that I went to Heaven and an angel was showing me 
around. We walked side-by-side inside a large workroom filled 
with angels. My angel guide stopped in front of the first section 
and said, ' This is the Receiving Section. Here, all petitions to 
God said in prayer are received.  

I looked around in this area, and it was terribly busy with so 
many angels sorting out petitions written on voluminous paper 
sheets and scraps from people all over the world.  

Then we moved on down a long corridor until we reached the 
second section.  

The angel then said to me, "This is the Packaging and Delivery 
Section. Here, the graces and blessings the people asked for 
are processed and delivered to the living persons who asked for 
them." I noticed again how busy it was there. There were many 
angels working hard at that station, since so many blessings 
had been requested and were being packaged for delivery to 
Earth.  

Finally at the farthest end of the long corridor we stopped at the 
door of a very small station. To my great surprise, only one 
angel was seated there, idly doing nothing. "This is the 
Acknowledgment Section, my angel friend quietly admitted to 
me. He seemed embarrassed."  “How is it that there is no work 
going on here?” I asked.  
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"So sad," the angel sighed.  "After people receive the blessings 
that they asked for, very few send back acknowledgments"  

"How does one acknowledge God's blessings?" I asked.

"Simple", the angel answered. Just say, "Thank you, Lord." 

"What blessings should they acknowledge?" I asked.  

"If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof 
overhead and a place to sleep you are richer than 75% of this 
world. If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare 
change in a dish, you are among the top 8% of the world's 
wealthy. "  

"And if you get this on your own computer, you are part of the 
1% in the world who has that opportunity."  

"If you woke up this morning with more health than illness you 
are more blessed than the many who will not even survive this 
day."  

"If you have never experienced the fear in battle, the loneliness 
of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pangs of 
starvation. You are ahead of 700 million people in the world." 

"If you can attend a church without the fear of harassment, 
arrest, torture or death you are envied by, and more blessed 
than, three billion people in the world." 

"If your parents are still alive and still married ...you are very 
rare."  

"If you can hold your head up and smile, you are not the norm, 
you're unique to all those in doubt and despair......." 
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Ok, what now? How can I start?  

If you can read this message, you just received a double 
blessing in that someone was thinking of you as very special 
and you are more blessed than over two billion people in the 
world who cannot read at all.  

Have a good day, count your blessings, and if you care to, pass 
this along to remind everyone else how blessed we all are.  

ATTN:  Acknowledge Dept.  
"Thank you Lord, for giving me the ability to share this message 
and for giving me so many wonderful people with whom to 
share it."  

If you have read this far, and are thankful for all that you have 
been blessed with, how can you not send it on ??? ? I thank 
God for everything, especially all my family and friends
  

Church Register

We are sad to report the death of 
Miss Christine Gardiner of Crosbie Drive.
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Monthly Prayer Diary – March 2011

Tues 1st   We give thanks for God’s leading and guidance for our 
Church so far, and pray that we will keep looking unto 
Him for what the future holds

Wed 2nd Our Minister James, Anna and their baby John

Thur 3rd World events as they unfold.  ‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done’

Fri 4th The World Day of Prayer

Sat 5th Residents in Headrigg Gardens and the elderly in our 
community

Sun 6th Count your many blessings, name them one by 
one, and it will surprise you what the Lord has done

Mon 7th Human Trafficking – people bought and sold into 
slavery

Tues 8th Our Session Clerks Graeme and Carol, and all our 
Elders

Wed 9th During this season of Lent, may we draw closer to You 
Lord than we have ever been before

Thur 10th All we know who are sick and those who are caring for 
them

Fri 11th Our missionary partners and all who we know who 
have been called to serve the Lord in distant lands

Sat 12th The Persecuted Church and all who are in prison or 
danger because of their love of the Lord Jesus

Sun 13th Count your many blessings, every doubt will fly, 
and you will be singing as the days go by. 

Mon 14th Our World Leaders and all in authority over us.
Our MPs, MSPs and our local councillors

Tues 15th Rt Rev John Christie in his role as Moderator of the 
Church of Scotland 
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Wed 16th Pray for the success of the Prayer Chain – that it might 
be a source of comfort and support

Thur 17th Our young people, from the tiniest baby to the oldest 
young person!

Fri 18th All the leaders of Crèche, Junior Church, YF and the 
Youth Organisations 

Sat 19th All who are struggling with addiction – drugs, alcohol, 
gambling, pornography.  Lord, be their strength

Sun 20th Count your many blessings, money cannot buy 
your reward in heaven, nor your home on high.

Mon 21st Our local schools 

Tues 22nd Gillean MacLean and The Ardrossan Presbytery

Wed 23rd Our local businesses

Thur 24th All who are trying to cope with bereavement, Lord, may 
they know that You are with them

Fri 25th All who are sad, lonely or struggling with depression, 
may they find hope in each new day, for Your mercies 
are new every morning 

Sat 26th Protection over our village against violence and crime

Sun 27th Count your many blessings, angels will attend, help 
and comfort give you to your journey’s end.

Mon 28th Our GP Surgery, local hospitals and Care Homes 

Tues 29th The Rendezvous Café, for good times of fellowship

Wed 30th Afghanistan and Iraq – for the peacemakers and 
peacekeepers

Thur 31st The Church of Scotland and the Church in Scotland 

“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

1 Thessalonians 5 v 16 - 18
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