Church Matters
West Kilbride Parish Church Magazine
Issue No. 26
April & May 2014

The New Window

Contents
Page
2

Minister’s Letter

3

Church Register

4

Kirk Session Report

6

Fish & Chip Babies

7

Flowers

7

Praise Band

8

Prayer Diary for April

12

Prayer Diary for May

15

Diary Dates for April

16

Diary Dates for May

17

Refurbishment Photographs

Minister: Rev. James McNay
Tel:01294 823186 Email:jjmcnay@gmail.com
Session Clerk: Miss Carol Fulton
Church Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
10:00am to 12:00am
Tel: 01294 829902
Email: office@westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk
Web:www.westkilbrideparishchurch.org.uk
Registered Scottish CharitySCO13464

Page 1

Minister’s Letter
The Core of the Faith.
As I write this,the church building is very close to completion.
And, hopefully, when you read this we will be back in the building!
We have all, of course, been looking forward to being back into a
building which is warm and comfortable and which is fit for purpose
in the 21st century.
But of course the reason for refurbishing the building has not been
for our own comfort or pleasure - but rather so that we can use the
building as a tool to reach out with the good news of the Gospel to
our community.
Throughout the Christian year there are reminders which bring us
back once more to the heart of our faith.
And Easter is one of those times. Because at Easter we are
reminded of God's love and grace and mercy. We are reminded of
who God is in His character and are amazed that Jesus would
come to earth laying his glory by and giving up his life on the cross.
And He did this for our sake - that whoever believes in Him - should
not perish but have eternal life.
Sometimes, if we are honest, we find that life can grind us down
and we find ourselves becoming bound up with the problems and
stresses of life. And because of this, we can lose our focus when it
comes to our faith.
But Easter brings us back to the basics - that as the hymn says:
'The Saviour died and rose again, triumphant from the grave'.
Because what is important about our faith is Jesus. In Jesus we see
God's love displayed - his grace, his mercy, his justice.
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On the cross, we see God's love in action as Jesus takes our place
dying the sinners death that we deserved to die - so that we don't
have to.
The empty tomb shows the power of God - that death has been
defeated and conquered.
And so when we face difficulty and hardship, Easter lifts up our
heads and shows us a loving, caring God who is able to help us in
our present struggles - and who holds our future in His hands.
Yours in Christ,
James

Church Register
The following have sadly passed away recently.
Please keep their families in your prayers:
Kurt Koerner, Gateside Street, passed away on 21st February 2014.
Agnes Hamilton, Headrigg Gardens, passed away on 23rd February 2014.
Jean McGlone, Caldwell Road, passed away on 3rd March 2014.
Richard Jones, latterly Ardrossan, passed away on 10th March 2014.
Dr Neil McCallum, Snowdon Terrace, passed away on 18th March 2014.

Many people will remember the Whiteford family who lived in
Castle View and moved to Glasgow. Ian was Session Clerk in
St Andrew's Church and Sheena led the Sunday School. It is
with much sadness we report that their oldest daughter Claire's
husband, Ally, died suddenly leaving her with four children
under 5 years of age. Please pray for Claire and the children
and all the family.
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Session Matters
The Kirk Session met on 11th February in the Community
Centre. Our minister James took as his text, Psalm 127Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour
in vain. This is a timely reminder that no matter how good
the refurbished Parish Church may look, it is God that
matters. This passage, in fact, is alluded to in one of the
stained glass windows in the church.
Correspondence was discussed, as always. Among letters
received was one informing us of an event which is held in
Princess Street Gardens in Edinburgh at the time of the
General Assembly. This event is held on the Sunday
afternoon (May 18th this year) when different churches from
all over Scotland set up a tent and stall in the gardens hopefully blessed with fine weather! - where they tell their
story of Christian Witness. Deirdre and Brian Murray have
previously attended this event and have found it both
uplifting and enlightening. They felt that with the
amalgamation of St Andrews and Overton and the
subsequent refurbishment of the Parish Church we certainly
have a story to tell. All thought it was felt that it was perhaps
too early to take part as a Church this year it might be
something for the future. It was felt however that this year
we could perhaps run a bus on the day for church members
through to Edinburgh to at least sample the atmosphere. We
also received a letter requesting we send a delegate to the
Assembly and Deirdre, our Presbytery Elder, volunteered to
attend on our behalf.
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Billy McFarland gave an upbeat report on the progress of
the refurbishment. For a project of this size there has been
little slippage in time and it is still hoped that we may be in
the refurbished church by the end of March. Progress can
be seen on the pictures on the church web site and also
those shown during our regular Sunday Morning services.
Billy remarked that there has been a lot of essential work
done during the refurbishment which will not be apparent to
the casual observer. Also problems such as dry rot and
dampness, while not totally unexpected, have come to light.
Fortunately this extra work has been covered by the
contingency fund set aside for such problems.
From the financial side Billy and Nan Brownlee were able to
report that the refurbishment is coming in very close to
budget. However some expenses, most notably chairs to
replace the pews were not budgeted for at the onset and so
some further fund raising is still necessary. It was agreed to
sell some communion tokens and silver communion spoons
at a price of £5 and £10 respectively.
Nan Brownlee presented a budget for 2014/15 which should
balance income and expenditure and this was accepted by
the session. Again Billy McFarland reiterated that funds
should be set aside on an annual basis for maintenance and
general repairs of the refurbished church.
It was noted that the church membership has stayed almost
static over the past twelve months. We currently have 491
members compared with 493 members last year.
When this article is read it is hoped that we will have reentered the refurbished Parish Church, and that our next
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session meeting scheduled for 8th April will be in the new
surroundings. Please note that this is an open meeting and
any church member would be welcome to attend.
However at this exciting time for our church, it is important
as our minister James, reading from the scriptures, pointed
out to remember that it is the Lord that builds the house. Let
us hope that it is not built in vain.
Richard de Courcy

FISH AND
CHIP
BABIES.
Nan McBride and I are now
collecting “fish and chip”
knitting, if anyone has some
completed. I also have copies
of the patterns if required.
Thank you.
Mary Jack.
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FLOWERS:
A big thank-you to the ladies who have continued to arrange
or deliver flowers during our time in the Village Hall.
By the time you read this we will be back ‘home’ and once
again will have our flower calendar available for anyone who
wishes to donate flowers for the sanctuary – perhaps to
mark a special date.
We also hope to reinstate the flower donation box for small
donations.
Moira McKinnon

PRAISE GROUP
Attention all musicians and singers!
The Praise Group are looking to increase their numbers.
Singers and all instruments welcome from the penny whistle
to the psaltery and harp.
There's no need to commit to playing or singing every
week. If you are interested in joining us, please speak to
James or any of the group members and you will be made
most welcome.
Ailsa Jack
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Monthly Prayer Diary – April 2014
Tue 1st

Wed 2nd

Thu 3rd
Fri 4th

Sat 5th

Sun 6th

Mon 7th

Tue 8th

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good. We
give thanks for our newly refurbished Church.
“Now, my God may Your eyes be open and
Your ears attentive to the prayers offered in
this place.” 2 Chronicles 6 v 40
We may not know what the future holds, but
give thanks that we know the One who holds
the future in His hands.
World events as they unfold – wars, rumours
of wars, famine, disasters.
Counting our blessings through Lent – Nearly
one billion people today live in slums without
access to clean water or sanitation – give
thanks for our taps & our toilets.
In Afghanistan more than 1 in 10 children die
before their 5th birthday, O Lord, hear our
prayers for better health care in places where
it is sadly lacking.
“The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and
saves those who are crushed in spirit” Psalm
34 v 18
Our minister James, Anna his wife and their
son John, we give thanks for them and pray
You will meet their every need.
We give thanks for our freedom when so
many people in the world live as refugees or
with conflict or persecution.
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Wed 9th

Thu 10th

Fri 11th

Sat 12th

Sun 13th

Mon 14th

Tue 15th

We give thanks that our children do not have
to walk miles to get to the school and that we
do not have to walk miles to reach a clinic.
We give thanks for all that is available for us
within the village.
We give thanks for our Bibles, many of us
have more than one copy in our home. In
some parts of the world owning a Bible is
illegal and yet believers treasure them so
much they risk death rather than part with
them.
We give thanks for Carol our Session Clerk,
for the Elders all for all their hard work often
done behind the scenes,
Let us pray for ourselves as we prepare to
enter into Holy Week.
“When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole
city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” the
crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet
from Nazareth in Galilee.”
As we wait for Easter’s dawn, comfort us with
the promise that no power on earth, not even
death itself, can separate us from Your love.
Throughout Jesus ministry, He spoke of love
without limits, forgiveness instead of revenge,
and service over domination. Is there
someone we need to show love, to forgive or
to serve? Lord Jesus speak to us today.
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Wed 16th

Thu 17th

Loving God, Your Son Jesus was humble and
obedient. He fulfilled Your will for His life by
becoming human and suffering with us. I ask
You for the desire to become more humble so
that my own life might bring glory to Your
Name.
At that supper, Jesus told us to love one
another. Don’t let us ever forget that the
measure of Your love is not just the basin and
the towel of the upper room, but Your Cross
and Your death at Calvary.

Good Friday God as we walk through this day, may we
remember that beyond sin there is love
inexhaustible, beyond death there is life
unimaginable, beyond brokenness there is
forgiveness incomprehensible, beyond
betrayal there is grace poured out eternally.
May we remember and give thanks for the
wonder of Your love.
Sat 19th
Help us to take every opportunity to share the
amazing story of Easter with those around us.
Easter Day

When everything was dark and it seemed
that the sun would never shine again, Your
love broke through. Your love was too
strong, too wide, too deep for death to
hold. We pray that the Easter light of hope
and joy will live in us each day and that we
will be bearers of that light into the lives of
others.
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Mon 21st
Tue 22nd
Wed 23rd
Thu 24th

Fri 25th
Sat 26th

Sun 27th

Mon 28th

Tue 29th
Wed 30th

Our local schools. We pray for School
Chaplains and for Scripture Union groups.
All we know who are unwell, receiving
treatment or waiting for test results.
Our GP Surgery, local hospitals hospices and
Care Homes.
We remember Syria, The Middle East.
Afghanistan and parts of Africa where there is
war and unrest.
All who are persecuted because of their love
for the Lord Jesus.
The bereaved and broken-hearted. Faithful
God, all through the storm may Your love be
their anchor.
“I have set the Lord always before me.
Because He is at my right hand, I shall not be
shaken.” Psalm 16 v 8
We give thanks for the wonderful privilege of
prayer. May we be known as a church -family
that prays together. “Will You not revive us
again that Your people may rejoice in You”
Psalm 84 v 6
We give thanks for The Rendezvous Café.
We pray for good times of fellowship.
We give thanks for the house groups and pray
for an increase in numbers. May all who
desire to meet find a fellowship where they
can grow in their faith walk.
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Monthly Prayer Diary – May 2014
Thu 1st

Fri 2nd

Sat 3rd

Sun 4th
Mon 5th

Tue 6th
Wed 7th
Thu 8th
Fri 9th
Sat 10th
Sun 11th

We pray for Helen Scott our missionary partner
in Malawi. Helen asked us to pray for the
Presidential Elections being held this month.
We pray for all who have been called away to
serve and ask that God will meet their every
need.
We pray for all who are caught up in addiction.
We pray for agencies who seek to help &
support – Cross Reach, Teen Challenge,
Glasgow City Mission.
We pray for James our Minister, Anna and
John. We pray that James may know Your
peace in every aspect of his ministry.
“How good and how pleasant it is when God’s
people live together in unity!” Psalm 133 v 1
We give thanks for Carol our Session Clerk,
and pray for James, Carol and all the Elders
and Team Members, praying for unity and
harmony as they work together.
We give thanks and pray for the Catering
Team.
We give thanks and pray for the
Communication and Technology Team.
We give thanks and pray for the Fabric Team.
We give thanks and pray for the Finance Team.
We give thanks and pray for the Mission and
Discipleship Team.
“We have different gifts, according to the grace
given us. If your gift is prophesying, then use it
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Mon 12th
Tue 13th
Wed 14th
Thu 15th
Fri 16th
Sat 17th

Sun 18th

Mon 19th
Tue 20th
Wed 21st

in proportion to your faith. If it is serving, then
serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is
encouraging, then encourage; if it is
contributing to the needs of others, then give
generously; if it is leadership, then govern
diligently; if it is showing mercy, then do it
cheerfully.” Romans 12 v 6 – 8. May God help
each one of us to use our gifts wisely & well.
We give thanks and pray for the Pastoral Care
Team.
We give thanks and pray for the People and
Policy Team.
We give thanks and pray for the Worship Team.
We give thanks and pray for the Youth Team
We give thanks and pray for our Church
administrator Ruth, our cleaner & hall keeper
Sandra, and our Church officer Willie.
We give thanks and pray for all who quietly
work behind the scenes to aid and add to the
smooth running of our church activities.
“Go into all the world and preach the good
news to all creation” Mark 16 v 15. We pray for
the Heart and Soul event in Edinburgh today –
celebrating the life of the church.
We pray for The General Assembly during this
week.
Our local schools, remembering especially the
pupils sitting examinations.
We pray for all who are unwell, awaiting test
results or having treatment. We do give thanks
for answered prayer and for healings.
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Thu 22nd
Fri 23rd
Sat 24th

Sun 25th

Mon 26th
Tue 27th
Wed 28th
Thu 29th
Fri 30th

Sat 31st

We continue to pray for Syria, The Middle East,
Afghanistan and parts of the world where there
is war or conflict.
We continue to remember also persecuted
Christians who daily are aware that by choosing
to follow Jesus, they face great danger.
We pray for the bereaved and broken hearted,
Lord, You see it all, the grief, the pain, the
tears. Lord, comfort them as only You know
how.
“Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will
say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my
fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” Psalm 91 v
1
We pray for the youth work in our church,
Sunday by Sunday and the organisations who
meet during the week.
We pray for World Leaders – our God is able to
work in the heart of every man or woman,
nothing is impossible for Him.
Again we pray for Scotland. “Will You not
revive us again, that your people may rejoice in
You?” Psalm 84 v 6
We pray for our Government, Scottish
Parliament and all who are in authority over us
at whatever level.
We pray for the preparations for the
Commonwealth Games. We pray for the
mission opportunities being offered through
More Than Gold.
We pray for The Scottish Referendum.
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Diary Dates for April 2014
1 Apr
9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
1 Apr
10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall
5 Apr
8:30 AM Prayer Breakfast in the Prayer Room
6 Apr 10:30 AM
Morning Service And Junior Church
6 Apr
2:00 PM Afternoon Service – Headrigg Garden
6 Apr
6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
8 Apr
9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
8 Apr
10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall
8 Apr
7:30 PM Kirk Session Meeting – in the Small Hall
9 Apr
10:00AM
Craft Group – Lower Hall
9 Apr
7:15 PM Church Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Prayer Room
13 Apr 10:30 AM Morning Service And Junior Church
13 Apr
7:30 PM Evening Service
15 Apr
9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
15 Apr
10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall
17 Apr
7:30 PM
Maundy Thursday and Communion Service
18 Apr
7:30 PM
Good Friday Service
20 Apr
8:30 AM Easter Sunday – Sunrise Celebration on Law Hill
(leaving from church at 7.45am) followed by Breakfast at Church.
20 Apr
10:30 AM Easter Sunday Service
20 Apr
2:00 PM Afternoon Service – Headrigg Gardens
22 Apr
9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
22 Apr
10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall
23 Apr
7:15 PM Church Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Prayer Room
27 Apr 10:30 AM Morning Service And Junior Church
27 Apr
6:00 PM Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
27 Apr
7:30 PM Evening Service
29 Apr
9:30 AM Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
29 Apr
10:00 AM Rendezvous – Lower Hall
30 Apr
7:15 PM
Joint Meeting of CBS and WHG in the Church building

There are four house groups each meeting
fortnightly as follows:
2 Apr
2 Apr
2 Apr
2 Apr
16 Apr
16 Apr
16 Apr
16 Apr

7:15 PM
2:30 PM
7:15 PM
7:15 PM
7:15 PM
2:30 PM
7:15 PM
7:15 PM

Wednesday in Audrey Brown’s house
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
Wednesday in Audrey Brown’s house
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
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Diary Dates for May 2014
3 May
8:30 AM
4 May
10:30 AM
4 May
2:00 PM
4 May
6:00 PM
6 May
9:30 AM
6 May
10:00 AM
7 May
10:00AM
11 May 10:30 AM
11 May
6:00 PM
11 May
7:30 PM
13 May
9:30 AM
13 May 10:00 AM
14 May
7:15 PM
18 May 10:30 AM
18 May
6:00 PM
20 May
9:30 AM
20 May 10:00 AM
20 May
7:30 PM
25 May 10:30 AM
25 May
6:00 PM
25 May
7:30 PM
27 May
9:30 AM
27 May 10:00 AM
28 May
7:15 PM

Prayer Breakfast in the Prayer Room
Morning Service with Communion & Junior Church
Afternoon Service with Communion - Headrigg Garden
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Craft Group – Lower Hall
Morning Service And Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Church Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Prayer Room
Morning Service And Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Team Leaders' Meeting – in the Entrance Foyer
Morning Service And Junior Church
Youth Fellowship – Bill Penny Hall
Evening Service
Women Who Pray – Prayer Room
Rendezvous – Lower Hall
Church Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Prayer Room

There are four house groups each meeting
fortnightly as follows:
7 May
7 May
7 May
7 May
21 May
21 May
21 May
21 May

7:15 PM
2:30 PM
7:15 PM
7:15 PM
7:15 PM
2:30 PM
7:15 PM
7:15 PM

Wednesday in Audrey Brown’s house
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
Wednesday in Audrey Brown’s house
Wednesday in Eileen Hinde’s house
Wednesday in Margaret Morrow’s house
Wednesday in Helen Ferguson’s house
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Refurbishment
By the time you read this, the refurbishment of the church
will be complete. I’ve been in almost every week since the
end of last July to take the progression photographs, and
have enjoyed watching it gradually fill with light and colour –
especially once the magnificent windows were installed.
Here are some pictures taken during the week before the
opening day when the building was still being tidied up and
furniture moved around.
George Crawford

Page 17

Page 18

Page 19

